
1 
 

Lesson 10 
 
Question 2: (continued) 
What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
 
Answer: 
The word of God (in which is contained the Old & New Testament) is the ONLY rule to direct us 
in how we may glorify and enjoy him. 
 
Continuation of Article 3  [Now, there are three essential properties of a Rule, without all of 
which, it does not deserved to be called a Rule, namely: 1. It must be true.  2. It must be 
complete.  3. It must be plain.  The necessity of each of these and how truly they belong to the 
written word of God will be worth our while to examine.] 
 
  3.  It is required that a Rule be plain.  The end and use of a Rule being to direct 
men in their work, to show what is to be done and how to do it, it ought therefore to be easy 
and intelligible, otherwise instead of directing a person, it will be perplexing.  The precepts of 
every science should be based on knowledge.  That which man cannot understand will not be 
for his information.  It is therefore the commendable in every teacher to lay down his Rules in 
the easiest and most intelligible words.  This property also belongs to the Scriptures.  The Rule 
of life and salvation contained in it is clear.  In Scriptures, God has wonderfully condescended to 
write heavenly truths in earthly language so that he might suit them to the capacity of those 
who were to be instructed by them.  The question about the clarity of the Scriptures is a matter 
of great controversy between us and those in Rome, who deny its clarity.  For that reason, they 
tell the lay person not to read the Scripture, giving as the reason that it is too deep for them 
and will endanger them by possibly leading them into heresy.  In order to prove the clarity of 
the Scriptures, I shall first give some arguments to prove that they must be so and then show 
that they are so. 
   1.  That the Scripture must necessarily be plain will become evident if we 
consider these things: 
    1.   The great end for which they were written, i.e. to be a Rule for 
the direction of men in the way of peace.  They were to teach, instruct and inform us.  See II 
Timothy 3:16.  [All Scripture is inspired by God[a] and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for 
correcting, for training in righteousness…]  Now they would fail in this purpose if they were 
dark, obscure, or ambiguous.  They could not be profitable for such a purpose, but would rather 
be dangerous and expose men to mistakes.  It would be blasphemy to assert this of the 
Scriptures, if we consider: 
    2.  The author that gave and appointed them for this purpose and 
that is none other than God himself.  That God is the author of the Scriptures is already proved.  
It is no less certain that he designed them for this very purpose.  Now we must therefore grant 
this conclusion or else say that he could not or would not accommodate them to his purpose.  
To affirm that he could not is to say that God could propound an end to himself which was 
greater than his powers to perform it.  This would cast reproach on his wisdom as well as his 
omnipotence.  If we suppose that he would not, we may as well say it was not his purpose at 
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all, for everyone wills his purpose.  This is to accuse God of falsehood because he assured us 
that this was his purpose. 
    3.  The subject for whom the Scriptures were written, i.e. for man.  
And therefore they must be suited to man’s understanding.  Yes, they were not only written for 
wise and learned men, for great men trained in theology that have a deep reach and piercing 
judgment.  No, it was written for the simple and unlearned man.  See Proverbs 1:4 which says, 
“…for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced, knowledge and discretion to a young man…”  
And Chapter 8:8, p which says “All the words of my mouth are righteous; none of them are 
deceptive or perverse.  All of them are clear to the perceptive, and right to those who discover 
knowledge.”  They were designed to lead God’s chosen ones in the right way and we know that 
not many of the wise are chosen. 
    4.  The instruments of whom God made use in writing the 
Scriptures.  They were men who must of necessity write in human language.  Yes, and for the 
most part they were plain men, such as were not the lights of human literature but instead 
were shepherds, fishermen, herdsmen and the like. 
    5.  They are called light, which indicates their clearness.  See 
Proverbs 6:23 [For a command is a lamp, teaching is a light, and corrective discipline is the way 
to life.] and II Peter 1:19 [So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts.].  It is of the proper nature of light to make things clear and evident.  It 
reveals to man that which, without it, would lie hidden.  What the sun is to the world, the 
Scripture is to the church.  But… 
   2.  To give an account in which the Scripture appears to be plain and clear 
and in what respect this is so, I shall offer these conclusions: 
    1.  There are various matters and methods contained in the 
variety of writings in the Scriptures.  They are not penned after the mode in which men are 
prone to compile their systems of arts.  No, there are histories, prophesies, precepts, promises, 
threatenings, commentaries, etc. interwoven in them and in this way God has accommodated 
the Scriptures to all sorts of men.  They are filled with all that variety of matter which answers 
all the ends of religion.  Sometimes they are to inform the understanding.  Sometimes they 
engage the will.  Sometimes they move the heart,  In each of these, they are of service to help 
man attain his chief end. 
    2.  We must distinguish between those things which are necessary 
for salvation and such matters which of lesser concern.  It is certain that all theological truths 
are not equally necessary, though all have their excellent usefulness.  There are various 
prophetic Scriptures which contain in them predictions of things to come and which we do not 
understand as to the persons of which they speak or the times when they will occur.  Yet, we 
can be awakened or encouraged by them through the matters in which they instruct us.  We 
see the vastness of God’s wisdom in their very obscurity, both in regards to his children and his 
enemies.  Even so, the teachings in them are plain and under this heading we may refer to 
II Peter 3:16 which says, “He speaks about these things in all his letters in which there are some 
matters that are hard to understand.”   
    3.  We must distinguish between the nature of the things asserted 
and the manner of the asserting of them.  There are many things spoken of in Scripture which 
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are altogether above the comprehension of a created understanding to grasp.  Therefore, it is 
no wonder if, after our inquiry into the word of God, we are forced to confess ourselves to be at 
a loss about them and yet these things are clearly laid out to make known what is intended and 
that without being obscure at all.  Nothing is more plain than that which the Scripture asserts, 
that there is one God in three persons, that the second person in the trinity should assume the 
nature of man and of the two natures constitute but one person.  That believers are united to 
the Messiah by faith and through being united with him, they are united to God.  And a great 
many more and similar things are fully and clearly laid out, but how these things work is beyond 
our reach to comprehend, as exceeding the reach of a created creature’s capacity.  Therefore, it 
is not an argument to say that these things are dark and obscure.  It is not the words that are 
ambiguous but the things are too big for us to take in.  Hence we see in Exodus 34:18.  [Observe 
the Festival of Unleavened Bread. You are to eat unleavened bread for seven days at the 
appointed time in the month of Abib[e] as I commanded you. For you came out of Egypt in the 
month of Abib.] 
    4.  The many mistakes, errors, false opinions which men have 
drawn from misunderstood Scriptures and from turning away from correct doctrine cannot be 
used as an argument to prove the Scriptures to be obscure.  The fault must necessarily be in the 
Scriptures or in the men.  If I do not understand what another person says, the fault must be 
either in him or in me.  Now there is a great number of reasons to be given as to why the 
Scriptures may be plain and yet men do not understand or misinterpret them, because: 
     1.  As to the literal and historical sense of the Scriptures.  
Though there is a faculty in man to know the use of language and logic of those thought 
processes, yet there are carnal reasonings in us, backed by the natural enmity we hold against 
divine truth, which causes us to twist and pervert them.  In this way we accommodate them to 
our false principles and corrupt lusts because we wish to align everything to speak according to 
our vain minds.  And that is the reason which Peter give for calling some of Paul’s writings to be 
so hard.  See II Peter 3:16, 17 which says “He speaks about these things in all his letters in which 
there are some matters that are hard to understand. The untaught and unstable twist them to 
their own destruction, as they also do with the rest of the Scriptures.  Therefore, dear friends, 
since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of 
lawless people and fall from your own stability.” 
     2.  As to the spiritual understanding of these things, it is no 
wonder if natural men do not receive it from the Scriptures since they have no spiritual faculty 
to receive it.  Natural men, therefore, are not competent judges in this case.  It would be like 
taking a blind man’s word when he says that the sun has no light in it.  It would be as well to say 
that the rules of any art are obscure because a foolish person does not understand them.  
Natural men are foolish and blind in spiritual things.  See I Corinthians 2:14 which says, “But the 
unbeliever[ does not welcome what comes from God’s Spirit, because it is foolishness to him; 
he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated spiritually.” 
    5.  Therefore, as plain as the Scriptures are, there is need of the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit to help us understand them correctly.  That refers to both a literal 
understanding and a spiritual discernment.  The disciples had read the word of God and could 
discuss it but they did not know the mind of God clearly in it until the Messiah opened their 
understanding.  See Luke 24:45.  [Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.]  
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But let us here take notice that this is not to make up for any lack in the Scriptures but to help 
our weaknesses.  It is to restore eyesight to us.  The sun shone before as brightly as afterwards 
but the blind man did not see it until his eyes were healed. 
    6.  Therefore, the necessary truths for salvation in the word of 
God are plain for those for whose sake it was written.  The Scripture was chiefly given to make 
the man of God perfect.  See II Timothy 3:17.  […so that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.]  Therefore, these men have their eyes opened in order to 
discern the hidden things in God’s Law.  So we see in Paul when he wrote in II Corinthians 4:3 
which says “But if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.”  As for others, 
they may be left in judgment to believe lies.  They have a blindness imposed as a judgment 
against them which is in addition to their blindness through nature.  It is true that godly men 
know only in part and that sanctification is gradual, but they know enough to be saved, nor do 
they impute their remaining ignorance to a lack in the Scriptures but instead, they impute it to 
themselves.  That is where they lay the blame. 
    7.  Notwithstanding the clarity of the Scriptures, it is required of 
the people of God that they use diligence in searching out the mind of the Spirit in them.  
Wisdom must be dug for as if for hidden treasure.  See Proverbs 2:3-5, which says 
“…furthermore, if you call out to insight and lift your voice to understanding, if you seek it like 
silver and search for it like hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and 
discover the knowledge of God.”  See also Hosea 6:3 [Let us strive to know the Lord.  His 
appearance is as sure as the dawn.  He will come to us like the rain, like the spring showers that 
water the land.] and John 6:39 [This is the will of Him who sent Me: that I should lose none of 
those He has given Me but should raise them up on the last day.].  Therefore, we are to use all 
means, reading, meditation, hearing, praying, and inquiring.  For this purpose has God set up 
his ordinances.  See Jeremiah 3:15 which says “I will give you shepherds who are loyal to Me, 
and they will shepherd you with knowledge and skill.”  But neither is this for the Scriptures’ 
sake, but for our sake.  Our slowness in understanding and lack of capacity require it because 
we receive things so slowly.  So if we neglect to dig for this treasure on a presumption that the 
word of God is easily understood, we expose ourselves to being left either ignorant or to fall in 
error.  But still… 
    8.  The native freedom from obscurity of the Scripture will be seen 
if we consider these things: 
     1.  That all expressions in Scripture are suited to the 
language of mankind.  God speaks everything there according to the way and manner in which 
men express themselves to one another, right down to the grammar, art of speaking, and logic 
of it.  The Messiah tells Nicodemus that he spoke of earthly things to him in John 3:12.  [If I have 
told you about things that happen on earth and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell 
you about things of heaven?]  They were heavenly truths, but they were clothed in earthly 
expressions, i.e. the kind of expressions men were prone to use.  The grammar of them is such 
that it is suited to our speech, and therefore the same literal sense is to be put upon the words 
that they find in common speech.  The art of speaking is the same as men make use of when 
they speak in metaphors, metonymy [substituting an example for a thing such as Uncle Sam for 
the United States], allegories and similarities, etc.  The logic of them is the same as man’s 
reason is prone to make use of logic whether in axioms or syllogisms [drawing a conclusion 
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through reasoning] and, therefore, are so to be taken, which is where we get the term logical 
milk.  See I Peter 2:2.  [Like newborn infants, desire the pure spiritual milk, so that you may 
grow by it for your salvation.]   
     2.  That there is but one sense [meaning or interpretation] 
which belongs to one Scripture.  If there were various interpretations belonging to a Scripture, 
it would be intricate and unintelligible, but no Scripture has more interpretations belonging to 
it.  My meaning is that there is only one construction of the words.  There is only one literal 
meaning.  For, if there were more meanings than one belonging to any text, God would be 
using ambiguity.  It would be impudence to accuse him of that.  No, in reality, to say a Scripture 
has more than one meaning is to say that it has no meaning at all.  For, that who’s meaning or 
expression is not restrained to one meaning or expression has no certainty in it at all.  This is 
true. 
      1.  This one meaning may be applied to various 
subjects.  Thus in typical Scriptures, the thing spoken may be applied both to the type and 
antitype, as in Psalm 2 and Psalm 16 and elsewhere.  Thus we see in all allegories and many 
Scripture histories.  As an example, we understand the story of Abraham’s two wives as we see 
in Galatians 4 [verses 21-31].  Therefore, here the allegory itself and the mystery make but one 
entire meaning. 
      2.  This one meaning may include various particular 
things within it.  But that does not make the meaning into multiple meanings, for we know that 
a general heading may include many subheadings.  So, where the words are few, the meaning 
may contain much.  Thus, in each command of the Ten Commandments is an abundance 
contained.  This is because all of the kinds and every species is contained under a general 
precept or prohibition. 
      3.  There may be many uses or inferences drawn 
from one text which arise from the meaning of it.  These uses or inferences are not a new 
meaning of it but conclusions contained within it.  Thus, when any sin is forbidden, we may well 
infer that things which would lead men to sin in that way are, naturally, to be avoided as well.  
From historical Scripture, when we read that God punished a particular sin, we may infer that 
such a thing is a sin, that it is provoking to God and that they who dare to commit it are at risk 
of his displeasure.  So we understand that the allegorical, tropological, or anagogical meanings 
are not separate from the literal meaning, but are identical in substance with the literal 
meaning. 
     3.  That thus from the Scriptures themselves, we may draw 
out safe rules for the interpretation of them, that is to say… 
      1. All expressions of the art of speaking must be 
reduced to the grammatical meaning, and interpreted accordingly.  Types and figures must be 
allowed to the Scriptures as it is to other writings or else God has not spoken in our mode.  This 
way is not to obscure but illustrate and also to move our hearts.  But we must still reduce it to 
its intention.  The art of speaking is but an ornament of speech and must therefore be brought 
back to the grammar of it.  Thus, when the Messiah calls Herod a fox, the meaning is crafty 
enemy.  When the lamb is called the Passover, the meaning is that it is the symbol of God’s 
passing over.  When the Messiah says this bread is my body, it intends that it is a sacramental 
sign of his body and there are a great many others that are similar. 
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      2.  One Scripture must be compared with another.  
One text may look obscure to us, but if we bring it to another, it will help to give us light to 
understand.  It is certain that the Scripture is its own best interpreter and is the one that speaks 
most plainly, helping us to understand that which seems so dark.  Thus, if we would know what 
the Messiah means by ‘debts’ in Matthew 6:12 [And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.], let us compare it with Luke 11:4 [And forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves also forgive everyone in debt to us.  And do not bring us into temptation.] and we 
shall find that he intends ‘sins’.  If we would understand the meaning of allegories and 
ceremonies in the Old Testament, we must consult the exposition given of them in the New 
Testament.  If we would not mistake something that is briefly discussed in one place, we must 
consult the place in which it is more extensively discussed. 
      3.  We must reduce everything to the form of 
words which benefit the soul.  The apostle gave Timothy one such expression to which he was 
to hold tightly in II Timothy 1:13 which says “Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you 
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”  These are foundation 
principles and are most evident in Scripture.  These are a number of main subjects to which all 
is to be reduced and nothing contradictory to these subjects is to admitted for then we are not 
holding fast to them.  There is an analogy of faith, which the truth of the word of God requires 
as necessary that we hold to and we must observe it.  See Romans 12:6 which says “According 
to the grace given to us, we have different gifts:  If prophecy, use it according to the standard of 
one’s faith.”  For if the Scripture should build up anything in one place and pull it down in 
another, it would not be true.   
      4. We must put the largest meaning upon Scripture 
that it will bear.  David tells us, the Law is exceedingly broad in Psalm 119:96.  [I have seen a 
limit to all perfection, but Your command is without limit.]  It is therefore an injury to the word 
of God to put a narrow meaning upon it; not that we are to injure it by straining it to speak to 
other than to the scope and intention, but within its scope and intention, we must extend it to 
the utmost.  For example, the Messiah interprets the command against adultery to extend to a 
look and a thought.  See Matthew 5:27, 28.  [You have heard that it was said, Do not commit 
adultery.  But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.] 
      5.  We must observe the scope of the context.  
What is reasoned out and what place every expression bears in the analysis must be observed.  
For when we know what is spoken of, it will point us to the intention of each particular point.  
Some words in all languages have the same sound but various uses which are far different in 
meaning.  This will give light to what meaning they are to be understood either in one place or 
another. 
      6.  We must be charitable in interpreting many 
Scriptures, most especially as refer to the actions of God’s people.  They certainly had their 
weaknesses and it is better they take the blame of it rather than that the word of God be 
perverted.  But, where there may safely be a putting of a fair meaning upon the action and the 
words of the text will support it, love, which thinks no evil, requires it, because we know they 
were holy men and set on the glory of God.  I might here further urge the reading and 
meditating upon the Scriptures since I consider the plainness of them and since they are a Rule 
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of life and therefore of infinite concern.  Also they are so plain and clear to a serious and 
humble soul.  If we would then be proficient in spiritual wisdom and gain intimate acquaintance 
with the way leading to salvation, let us be much in these things.  Read much in it.  Ponder 
much on it and pray over both.  By this means we shall be directed in the right path and kept 
from mistakes and soul-destroying error.  We shall be even more satisfied in our acquaintance 
with the holy will of God, in order to be happier and more comfortable in the doing of it. 
 
October 9, 1688 
 
 
© Julie Morita 2016 
All quotations taken from the Holman Christian Study Bible unless otherwise noted. 
 
 


