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Lesson 12 
 
Question 4 
What is God? 
 
Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 
 
 God is the great and ultimate object of religion and the one on whom our faith is to 
depend and to whom our obedience is to return, since he is the first cause and the last end.  In 
addition, because faith is the foundation of true observance, the knowledge of him is therefore 
the first thing we must necessarily pursue.  Thus our Savior says in John 17:3 “This is eternal 
life: that they may know You, the only true God, and the One You have sent—Jesus Christ.”  
Now the great design of Scripture is to reveal God to us.  We must know him if ever we trust in 
him.  No other object can make us happy but him and therefore our faith can rest in safety with 
no other.  This then is the present inquiry.  It was once a proud inquiry of the insolent Pharaoh.  
Who is God?  But it ought to be the humble investigation of all the children of men.  Our great 
request should be that God would reveal himself to us.  Before I proceed to the direct 
explanation of the answer, there are a few things of which it is necessary to speak. 
 1.  That there is a God.  This is presupposed in the question for when we ask what a 
thing is, we take it for a granted truth that there is such a thing.  It will be vain for us to go 
about describing the being of God unless we believe him to exist.  Therefore, the apostle takes 
this to be the first article of faith, without which there can be no coming to him.  See Hebrews 
11:6, which says “Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who draws near 
to Him must believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him.”  It may here seem 
superfluous to go about ‘proving’ a truth so clear and evident as this, which is the prime dictate 
of Nature’s light.  It is written in the sunbeams, sufficiently to convince a mere gentile and leave 
him without excuse (Romans 1:19, 20)  […since what can be known about God is evident among 
them, because God has shown it to them.  For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood 
through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse.]  Yet, because there is  so 
much atheism in men’s hearts naturally, enough to deny it without speaking of it.  (Psalm 14:1  
The fool says in his heart, “God does not exist.” Psalm 10:4  In all his scheming, the wicked 
arrogantly thinks: “There is no accountability, since God does not exist.”  They desire that there 
were no God  and what they desire, they endeavor to believe.)  And, because it is the pillar of 
the truth of all religion, allow me to pick up a few of the many demonstrations by which this 
article is confirmed. 
  1.  The works of creation undeniably prove the being of a God.  The whole frame 
of created beings carries the impression of this truth upon it.  The things that are made lead us 
by the hand to the one who made them, for…. 
  2.  The creature could not be its own maker!  For a thing, when it had no being, 
to give being to itself is incapable of being understood.  Yes, even impossible.  For nothing to 
have the power or ability of power to work in itself, yes, even a creating power, which can be 
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nothing less than infinite, is a contradiction.  The power to work presupposes an existence, 
which the world did not have before it was created. 
  3.  Thus, there must be something other than the created thing and existing 
before the created thing and that must have given being to the created thing.  To look upon a 
whole world beings and have such a thought as this, that is to say, that all these things did not 
exist, nor did they have an principle of being in nature but were produced out of nothing.  This 
speaks of an omnipotent power, which exists before and beyond the creature.  That must be 
the author of this great work and what can that be except the divine?  Created power can work 
if it has matter suitable to work upon but take that away and the operation of the creature 
ceases.  To bring a world out of nothing, commands our acknowledgement of an uncreated 
power and that is God. 
  4.  The careful attention to detail of the composition and the exquisiteness of the 
fabric declare an exquisite workman. As it is evident that making a world from nothing is proof 
of infinite power, so the making of such a world is the display of infinite wisdom.  Whether we 
consider the composition of any one creature, even the most contemptible (for example, a 
worm or pile of grass), its nature has more wonders in it than the greatest naturalist that ever 
was, Solomon himself, is able to analyze.  The heathen could say, Presentemque refert, quelibet 
herba deum. [misquote of praesentem monstrat quelibet herba deum which means any herb 
shows the presence of God].  There are some insects so small that our sight cannot discern 
them without the help of a magnifying glass and that even so they have in them all the organs 
of sense and motion is astonishing.  What shall we then say to the more stupendous pieces of 
this world and the admirable disposition of them.  The vast body of this earth hangs in the 
midst of the air, lying securely there upon its center.  The great framework of the heavens when 
compared to the earth shows it to be little more than an atom.  And those amazing lamps, the 
stars, lighted up and kept burning.  Most especially consider the glorious sun in the heavens, 
without which the lower world must suffer perpetual night.  The Psalmist assures us that these 
preach to us of God.  See the beginning of Psalm 19 which says “The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the sky[a] proclaims the work of His hands.  Day after day they pour out speech; 
night after night they communicate knowledge.”  Or if we consider the harmony of the whole in 
all of its parts or the admirable suitability of the things that are made one to another so that 
there is nothing unnecessary or useless or incapable of being serviceable in its place.  Each 
part’s nature is in every way adapted to its place and every wheel in this strange watch moves 
correctly.  What less than infinite wisdom could contrive and compose this?  This could not 
possibly be chance but must be the work of an unusual maker and that could be none other 
than God.  See Psalm 104:24 which says “How countless are Your works, Lord!  In wisdom You 
have made them all; the earth is full of Your creatures.”  The apostle therefore assures us, that 
the created things give us enough light to discover God, with such attributes as are proper to 
him and no other being.  See Romans 1:19, 20 which says “since what can be known about God 
is evident among them, because God has shown it to them.  For His invisible attributes, that is, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, 
being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse.” 
 2.  That there is a God is also evidenced by the works of Providence.  He gives witness of 
himself no less in managing the world than he did in creating it.  This might be convincingly 
cleared up in many instances.  A few may be pointed out. 
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  1.  We need to look no farther than the common and daily ordering of and 
providing for the creature.  When we see that the unreasoning creatures are guided to ends of 
which they do not know in such a certain and constant way, almost as if they acted out of 
reasoning thought.  Consider how the sun observes the seasons and all his daily and yearly 
motions, almost as if it knew what it was doing.  See Psalm 104:19 which says “He made the 
moon to mark the[a] festivals the sun knows when to set.”  And how other creatures observe 
their times of coming and going as we see in Jeremiah 8:7 which says “Even the stork in the sky 
knows her seasons.  The turtledove, swallow, and crane are aware of their migration.”  How as 
if with reason and prudence every creature acts, even though they do not have reason or 
wisdom in themselves.  Ma we not, no, mustn’t we infer from this that if these creatures act by 
a Rule which they do not understand and go to an end of which they are ignorant, that the 
must necessarily be guided by one superior to them, who knows both their journeys end and 
the way to it?  When we consider the wonderful provision that is made for this great family of 
the world, daily and suitably supplying all the needs of the various creatures that are in it, it 
leads us upwards.  The creature cannot provide for itself.  It only gathers what is made ready 
for it.  See Psalm 104:27, 28 which says “All of them wait for You to give them their food at the 
right time.  When You give it to them, they gather it; when You open Your hand, they are 
satisfied with good things.”  And there are some creatures that cannot do that unless it is 
brought to them.  Therefore, God proves his own deity by that one question which we see in at 
the end of Job chapter 38 which says “Who provides the raven’s food when its young cry out to 
God and wander about for lack of food?”  Consider the lower world, in which there are so many 
millions of creatures that must be fed every day and when they see that they are so, must we 
not say that there is a great and wise master of this family who gives to them all their food at 
the appropriate time?  David concludes his meditation on this point with that very conclusion in 
Psalm 104:31 which says, “May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in His 
works.”  What one creature, no, what one order of creatures, could have undertaken this?  
But… 
  2.  What shall we say to those extraordinary effects in Providence, which 
sometimes reveal themselves to the world?  Such things as outdo the laws of nature or invert 
the common order and course of things.  They must necessarily speak convincingly that there is 
one who is above these laws, acts as a superintendent over them and holds in his hands the 
power to remove or suspend them at his pleasure.  When the sun stood still in the sky and did 
not move for an entire day (Joshua 10:12, 13 [On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to 
the Israelites, Joshua spoke to the Lord in the presence of Israel:  “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
and moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”  And the sun stood still and the moon stopped until the 
nation took vengeance on its enemies.]).  When it went ten degrees backward (Isaiah 38:8 [I am 
going to make the sun’s shadow that goes down on Ahaz’s stairway go back by 10 steps.” So the 
sun’s shadow went back the 10 steps it had descended.])  When the waters of the Red Sea rose 
up into heaps and made a way for Israel to pass through (Exodus 14:27, 28 [So Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea returned to its normal depth. While the 
Egyptians were trying to escape from it, the Lord threw them into the sea.  The waters came 
back and covered the chariots and horsemen, the entire army of Pharaoh, that had gone after 
them into the sea. None of them survived.]).  When the sun was eclipsed for  three entire hours 
at the time of the full moon (Matthew 27:45 [From noon until three in the afternoon[a] 
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darkness came over the whole land.]).  Of what do such things speak but that there is a God 
above nature and who rules over it with power?  Nature itself does nothing against the laws of 
nature, nor does it divide itself from the ordinary way of working but, instead keeps to the 
same trodden path.  There is therefore, a God over all to whose word these things bow in 
obedience.  We must either deny such things to have been in spite of the evidence by 
unimpeachable witnesses or we must necessarily infer from them that there certainly is a God. 
  3.  If we consider how the actions of angels and men are governed and 
controlled, it will persuade us of the truth of a deity.  Men are the highest order of created 
beings and are causes by counsel of their own actions or agents with free will, nor do they 
acknowledge any created being as superior to themselves but it is certain that their wisdom 
and power is not the highest that is at work in the world but there is one superior to them that 
rules over them.  The evidence of appears in the frequent disappointments that befall the 
strongest policies and deepest designs that they manage. There is something that thwarts them 
when they have done their utmost.  They think themselves as the ones seated at the head of 
the table, but he makes them see and say as did Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:34 which says “But 
at the end of those days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity returned to 
me. Then I praised the Most High and honored and glorified Him who lives forever:  For His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation.”  
When they have prepared against all unseen events, he surprises them, catches them while 
they think they are being clever, and makes their plans go topsy-turvy.  So we read in 
Ecclesiastes 9:11 which says “Again I saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, or the 
battle to the strong, or bread to the wise, or riches to the discerning, or favor to the skillful; 
rather, time and chance happen to all of them.”  If men could do all, then they which had the 
most strength on their side would win the day, etc.  But this is not the way things work, for an 
unforeseen cause comes over things.  Even their very hearts are under his control.  Laban 
pursues, Esau meets Jacob with bloody designs, and yet they are overruled to the point that 
Laban leaves him and Esau greets him with a kiss.  The destruction of the purposes of men 
forces them to confess, if we will believe the Psalmist in the end of Psalm 58 which says “Yes, 
there is a reward for the righteous!  There is a God who judges on earth!”  And it is sufficiently 
evident that the devils themselves are under such a power when we see that the souls of men 
are taken out of their hands every day by powerful conversion to the Messiah.  Therefore there 
must be a force stronger than they are and this is God. 
  4.  Anyone who observes how the church has been preserved through all the 
ages must admit that there is a God.  If this were the only argument to be used as evidence, 
one would think it sufficient to silence all atheists.  It is certain that the church of God is the 
object of the malice of men and devils.  The wrath and fury of earth and hell have taken arms 
against it and have in all the ages of man labored to overthrow it.  They have joined forces 
together and secretly devised plans.  There have been mighty associations and strong 
confederacies.  They have done all this against the flock which was in itself indefensible, having 
nothing to help them in the whole world.  Yet all these united forces have in no way prevailed.  
We know that this is proved true as we see in Psalm 125:1, 2 which says “Those who trust in the 
Lord are like Mount Zion.  It cannot be shaken; it remains forever.  Jerusalem—the mountains 
surround her.  And the Lord surrounds His people, both now and forever.  And must they not 
also say as it says in the ending verses “But as for those who turn aside to crooked ways, the 
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Lord will banish them with the evildoers.  Peace be with Israel.”  How often has the enemy been 
ready to say, “The day is ours and they will be swallowed up by us.  There is no hope for them.  
We shall have our way with them.”  And yet what strange, secret and unforeseen ways have 
there been to accomplish their deliverance?  The floodwaters rise up, winds and storms have 
beaten furiously on it.  How many have labored to sink or overturn this little ark? And yet it has 
weathered and outlived them all!  Persecution has tired itself out in oppressing the church and 
yet the gates of hell could never prevail to uproot it.  How could this possibly have been if it had 
not had a God to look after it?  I am sure the church has abundant reasons to say as they did in 
Psalm 124:1, 2, 3 which says “If the Lord had not been on our side—let Israel say—If the Lord 
had not been on our side when men attacked us, then they would have swallowed us alive in 
their burning anger against us.”  If there had not been a God, where would we have been? 
  5.  The stupendous judgments that have fallen upon such proud atheists which 
have set themselves against God are a further clear witness.  The dreadful ends of such men say 
that there is a God who vindicates his own honor against any such who dares to set themselves 
in opposition to God’s honor.  That he does not always do so can only demonstrate his 
wonderful patience.  That he sometimes does so is enough to prove his being by the many 
examples of it.  Even the unbelievers have observed it and have reasoned out an argument to 
rebut the truth that those who have denied or ridiculed a deity have been overtaken by unusual 
judgments.  Thus Diagoras was burned, Olympius was destroyed with thunder, the scoffing 
Lurian was devoured by dogs.  Look into Scripture and see.  Here we have the proud Pharaoh 
insolently demanding “Who is God that I should obey him?”  What fearsome plagues followed 
him until he was destroyed?  An insolent Haman confronted the Most High God and ended up 
on the gallows.  A presumptuous Nebuchadnezzar challenged God to deliver three of God’s 
children out of his hands and was sent to graze with oxen until he was made to know that the 
Most High reigns. A boastful and swaggering Herod assumed the divine honor for himself and 
was divested of his self-claimed deity and was eaten up with vermin.  Shall men see the 
vengeance and not admit that there is a God? 
 3.  If a man linger at home and simply look into himself, he shall find there enough to tell 
him that there is a God.  God has a witness in every man and he must purposefully shut his eyes 
if he will not discern it  There are two things which bear testimony to this. 
  1.  The composition of his being.  If we consider his constituent parts separately, 
they speak about it.  Look at his body, its structure, form, symmetry and the harmonious 
disposition of every part and particle of it.  It is enough to raise us to take notice a most noble 
craftsman, whom none of the creatures are able to imitate.  Galen, after he had made the 
science of the anatomy of the human body and seen how remarkable all the parts of it are, was 
so enamored at contemplating it that he made a hymn to God his maker.  We may see into 
what a rapture or transport of wonder and praise this observation is expressed by the Psalmist 
in Psalm 139:14 and following which says “I will praise You because I have been remarkably and 
wonderfully made.  Your works are wonderful, and I know this very well.  My bones were not 
hidden from You when I was made in secret, when I was formed in the depths of the earth.  
Your eyes saw me when I was formless.”  Or if we consider the soul, how much more will it 
raise our thoughts?  The soul’s structure is such that it claims kinship with heaven.  The vast 
reach and large comprehension of it declares the source from which it is derived.  See 
Acts 17:28 which says “For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets 
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have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.”  Its great knowledge says that he who made it is of 
infinite understanding.  Its immortality proclaims that it can derive only from him who alone 
has immortality.  Or if we consider these two, body and soul together and in operation, we 
must stand and admire what we see.  When we here take as full an account of man as we can, 
we must then inquire who it could be that could make such a being?  We must say that man is a 
creature for he did not nor could not make himself.  No wisdom or power that is less than 
divine could do it. 
  2.  In the impressions that are made upon the natural consciences of men.  The 
name of God is legibly written and engraved on every man’s conscience.  Though many have 
used the greatest of efforts to grind it out, yet they could never do it all together.  The fool 
indeed says in his heart that there is no God but his conscience proves it a lie.  And let it be 
thoughtfully considered that if man was the supreme regulator of his own actions, it would be 
in his own power to dictate such Rules and prescribe such laws by which to regulate himself as 
would be most acceptable to his own ideas.  Yes, he might be a Rule to himself and in respect to  
any compelling law, he would live as he pleased without being inwardly moved or with the 
possibility of having any inward remorse for what he did since he would himself be the highest 
court of appeal.  When therefore there appears in men any relenting or any remorse at the 
committing of sin, and when a natural man has gone against the light of his own conscience and 
broken a Rule which his own convictions told him he should not have done, and he is now 
seized with terrors and amazement, then his conscience tells him he has done wrong and 
deserves punishment for it.  Especially when this the thing he did caused no injury to anyone 
else, when it will not expose him to the danger of human laws and penalties of men, but may 
even win him the approval of men, when the evil has been committed by and against only 
himself, even when there is no witness in the world against him except himself nor is there any 
court in the land which can threaten him, yet even then he is filled with inward self-accusations 
and horrid fear.  This plainly declares that there is a supreme being who oversees the actions of 
men.  For if there be a law that rules men, which is apparent from the bruises of the 
conscience, which men find by striking themselves against it, then there is a law given to see it 
executed.  It is the Psalmist’s observation in Psalm 53:5 which says “Then they will be filled with 
terror— terror like no other— because God will scatter the bones of those who besiege you.  
You will put them to shame, for God has rejected them.”  And from whence do the panic and 
fear come when men seem to be at peace with the world with no apparent judgment near 
them but from a perception of the judgment of God on them?  The witness of conscience to 
actions lawful and unlawful, the convictions of it upon these very principles, the sentence it 
passes and the execution of it, do plainly say to a man that there is a God who dispenses these 
things.   
 
 USE:  How justly then does Scripture call the atheist a fool! 
 And how should we all, young and old, labor to apply the perception of this great truth, 
that there is a God, and engrave deeply upon our hearts.   
 
December 4, 1688 
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