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Lesson 15 
 
Question 4 (continued) 
What is God? 
 
Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 
 
From Lesson 12: 
 God is the great and ultimate object of religion and the one on whom our faith is to 
depend and to whom our obedience is to return, since he is the first cause and the last end.  In 
addition, because faith is the foundation of true observance, the knowledge of him is therefore 
the first thing we must necessarily pursue.  Thus our Savior says in John 17:3 “This is eternal 
life: that they may know You, the only true God, and the One You have sent—Jesus Christ.”  
Now the great design of Scripture is to reveal God to us.  We must know him if ever we trust in 
him.  No other object can make us happy but him and therefore our faith can rest in safety with 
no other.  This then is the present inquiry.  It was once a proud inquiry of the insolent Pharaoh.  
Who is God?  But it ought to be the humble investigation of all the children of men.  Our great 
request should be that God would reveal himself to us.  Before I proceed to the direct 
explanation of the answer, there are a few things of which it is necessary to speak. 
 
 
 4.  The back part of God in which he reveals himself to us is his sufficiency and his power 
to work.  The final portion of him that may be known by the creature can be divided into two 
headings; what he is and what he does and what he is able to do and what he is pleased to do 
and that he is all and that he does all.  These two are the main pillars on which the weight of 
our faith lies and by the which it is supported.  The latter bids us to trust in him alone and the 
former encourages us to trust in him at all times and in all cases. 
 5.  God’s sufficiency (or his all-sufficiency) is his divine fullness by which virtue he has 
enough in himself to answer all his own ends.  A man is said to be self-sufficient when he has 
not only enough for himself personally but for all those who depend on him.  He is self-
sufficient when he is able to live on his own without depending on others and can maintain his 
position, do all that he needs to do and he can live on what he has without dipping into his 
reserves.  Thus we can imagine God’s all-sufficiency by conceiving him to be such a being but in 
a manner even more transcendent.  In the description of him, two things may be observed: 
  1.  The general nature of it, that is to say it is his fullness or his perfection.  For 
the fullness of a thing is its perfection by virtue of which there is nothing lacking in it and it is 
opposed to emptiness of folly, which would be a defect.   Now there is a double fullness or 
perfection to be considered.  One belongs to the creature and the other is proper to the 
creator. 
   1.  There is an inferior and limited fullness or perfection and that is when 
there is nothing lacking in the thing which would properly belong to the species or is due to 
such a kind of being.  There are other perfections which it does not have but all that belongs to 
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its existence, integrity and ornament of nature are present in it fully.  A beast having all things 
suitable for a life with all the necessary senses is perfect in its kind even though it has not 
attained to the perfection of a man.  Still the higher the rank or order of existence in which the 
creature is place, the more that is required to demonstrate it to be perfect. 
   2.  There is a simple and absolute perfection, which describes within it 
the whole and universal fullness of all perfection to the utmost latitude of possibility.  This is 
the fullness of God.  He has in himself all kinds of goodness in the highest degree, without 
defect or even the possibility of defect.  Thus he is said to be all in all (I Corinthians 15:28).  […so 
that God may be all in all.]  Here are steps by which we may ascend in our conceptions of this 
fullness which we find in God. 
    1.  The chief perfections of the creature are, even in the most 
perfect manner and measure, in God.  If we speak of justice, wisdom, power, goodness, etc., 
there seems to be some analogy between God and man in respect to these.  Thus, we give 
them the same name and have analogous conceptions as to their form in our minds.  Hence we 
read in Matthew 5:48, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  But we must 
remember that there is little of these attributes in created beings but they are infinite in God.  
Creatures have them each separately but in God they are inseparable.  Therefore he has them 
in a more exalted, superior manner that either is or can be in a created being.  Thus we add the 
title of transcendence to them when we credit them to him and call him most wise, most holy, 
etc. 
    2.  God contains within himself all these kinds of perfection in the 
highest degree.  There is a perfection in the various created beings according to their kind.  
There is one glory and perfection in the sun, yet another in the moon but there are other 
perfections to which neither the sun nor moon can lay claim to.  On the other hand, there is in 
the most noble First Being a flowing together or coming together of all these perfections.  See 
I Chronicles 29:11, 12 which says “Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and 
the splendor and the majesty, for everything in the heavens and on earth belongs to You. Yours, 
Lord, is the kingdom, and You are exalted as head over all.  Riches and honor come from You, 
and You are the ruler of everything. Power and might are in Your hand, and it is in Your hand to 
make great and to give strength to all.”  Every one of the various created beings is, as it were, a 
small spring or flowing stream of goodness, but God is the vast and boundless ocean of 
universal perfection. 
    3.  The perfections with which God is comprised are so great that 
by comparison the creature does not even contain the footsteps of God’s perfections.  He has 
all the perfections which created beings have and also such perfections as they do not have.  
There are some that are called his incommunicable perfections which are described in the 
negative since they have no existence in the creature but on the contrary are the reason we call 
him infinite, immutable, incomprehensible, etc. 
    4.  God unites all these perfections within himself without any 
defect.  He is wholly void of imperfection.  He is incapable not only of absence but also any 
negative imperfection.  He is light and there is no darkness at all in him.  There is no creature, 
not even a seraphim, that does not have some negative defect in it, i.e. the perfection of the 
highest creature has boundaries of some degree or limitation.  The sun has light but it is not 
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light itself as God is.  He is light without darkness, power without weakness, knowledge without 
ignorance, beauty without deformity. 
    5.  God contains perfections in himself without any capacity of 
imperfection or possibility of defect.  His fullness can admit no diminution.  A creature which is 
perfect (in its kind and degree) in actuality is capable of losing its perfection.  He that sees may 
become blind, etc.  It is not so with God for he has all of his fullness in and from himself and 
does not depend for it or its continuance on any other being as all created beings depend on 
him.  All the perfections of created beings is borrowed but his perfection is his own.  See 
Romans 11:35, 36 which says “Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid?  For 
from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”  
Others cannot deprive him of it for he dwells in light unapproachable.  He cannot deprive 
himself for his perfection is inseparable from his being.  In creatures, their being is one thing 
and their perfection is another.  In God, they are one and the same.  He is light, love, wisdom, 
etc. 
  2.The special nature or revelation of it is, that by virtue of this fullness, he has 
enough in himself to answer his own ends.  The idea of sufficiency among men is a relationship 
in which the means bear to the end and so we conceive of God after our manner.  Hence, all-
sufficiency must extend to all the ends or designs that one has.  This sufficiency of God is prone 
to be expressed by theologians in two particulars which may be examined a bit and cleared. 
   1.  He has enough in himself for himself or for his own happiness.  He is 
thoroughly equipped with all that is needed or required for a divine life.  We may take this up in 
the following assertions: 
    1.  God possesses a divine happiness.  Thus the title of ‘blessed’ is 
so often ascribed to him in Scripture.  Yes, he is said to be God who is blessed forever.  And 
happiness, in our ideas, arises from the abundance of all suitable and sufficient good; that 
which is suited to the nature of the being and of which there is enough. 
    2.  He has all this in himself independently of the creature and to 
this belongs the attribute of his independence.  He has no need to gather in any amount from 
outside himself.  He lacked nothing in those eternal ages when he was alone, and there was no 
other being besides him.  His own being satisfies him abundantly.  Earthly monarchs are not 
self-sufficient.  See Ecclesiastes 5:9 which says “The profit from the land is taken by all; the king 
is served by the field.”  But the First Being derives nothing from the secondary being, for the 
secondary being has nothing but what is received from the First.  See I Corinthians 4:7 which 
says “For who makes you so superior? What do you have that you didn’t receive? If, in fact, you 
did receive it, why do you boast as if you hadn’t received it?”  The heathen Lucretius, speaking 
of the divine nature could say “Ipsa suis valens opibus, non indigna nostri”.  [Nam priuata 
dolore omni, priuata periclis, / ipsa suis pollens opibus, nihil indigna nostri / nec bene 
promeritis capitur neque tangitur ira.  Immune from peril and immune from pain, Themselves 
abounding in riches of their own, Needing not us, they are not touched by wrath.  Lucretius, On 
the Nature of Things, Book 2, lines 649-651]  We stand in need of food, drink, clothing and all 
from outside ourselves to support this life of our but God has his life in and of himself.  See 
John 5:26 which says “For just as the Father has life in Himself, so also He has granted to the 
Son to have life in Himself.”  And in this regard he says that his name is I AM THAT I AM in 
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Exodus 3:14.  [God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.[a] This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.”]   
    3.  As he needs nothing, so neither does he nor can he desire 
anything more than what he has and is in himself.  His infinite will is completely satisfied in 
himself.  It is impossible that he should seek for any further degree of happiness than what he 
enjoys within himself.  When he was alone by himself and no other was with him, then he 
rejoiced in himself and the possession of his own glory.  He never craved anything from a 
creature to mend himself.  Thus we read in Psalm 50:9 and following “I will not accept a bull 
from your household or male goats from your pens, for every animal of the forest is Mine, the 
cattle on a thousand hills… If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and everything in 
it is Mine.” 
    4.  His perfection is so full that it is incapable of receiving any 
addition to it.  He can receive nothing from outside himself.  His virtues, faculties and 
perfections cannot be augmented.  For… 
     1.  He is infinitely full and to that which is infinite nothing 
can be added.  His perfection is absolute and it would not be absolute if it could receive 
anything more into it.  Thus we read in the previously cited passage in Romans 11:35 where 
Paul dares his readers when he says “Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid?”  
He is not only happy but he is happiness in the abstract and abstracts cannot be increased at all. 
     2.  From where should he receive further perfection?  It 
must then be from the created beings if at all but that cannot be for all which the created being 
has, it had from God.  See Acts 17:25 which says “Neither is He served by human hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things.”  
They can give him nothing but what is already his own.  He provided it for their need out of his 
reserves of goodness or they would never have had it at all. 
    5.  His happiness cannot be impaired.  There can be no diminution 
of his fullness.  He is out of the reach of any violence for, since the creature cannot add to his 
perfection, so it cannot take away from his happiness.  As our goodness does not reach to him 
in order to benefit him, so our sin cannot touch his happiness in order to impair it.  See 
Job 35:6-8 which says “If you sin, how does it affect God? If you multiply your transgressions, 
what does it do to Him?  If you are righteous, what do you give Him, or what does He receive 
from your hand?  Your wickedness affects a person like yourself, and your righteousness 
another human being.” 
   2.  He has more than enough in himself for his creatures.  He alone is 
sufficient in himself and he is able to maintain all those who depend on him, those for whom by 
any right he has committed to provide for.  God is sufficient in regards to himself and so for all 
beings that derive from and wait upon him.  Thus he assumes that title which we read of in 
Genesis 17:1 which says ““I am God Almighty.””  This word is thought to have derived from a 
root word signifying a breast.  Most particularly, he is sufficient for the happiness of his people 
and that renders him an object suitable for our faith.  Here are two things… 
    1.  He has enough for them, sufficient to answer for all their ends.  
He intends to make them happy and he can do it thoroughly.  There are two metaphorical 
expressions under which this truth is declared and proved.  See Psalm 84:11 which says “For the 
Lord God is a sun and shield.” 
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     1.  He is a shield.  His people are exposed to many combats 
and dangers which, notwithstanding their own strength, would be too hard for them but he is 
able to continually defend and preserve them so that no evil shall befall them.  He is a shield big 
enough to cover them and strong enough to keep them safe.  No arrow ever shot through that 
shield.  They who are sheltered under it enjoy perfect safety and security.  See Psalm 91:1 
which says “The one who lives under the protection of the Most High dwells in the shadow of 
the Almighty.” 
     2.  He is a sun.  As the rising sun with its light drives away 
the darkness, imparts heat, gives life to the world and with its sweet beams cherishes man and 
beast, so are God’s people created anew, cherished and refreshed with the serene face of God.  
And what more can they need?  He is a shield because he can deliver them from all evil.  From 
the evils of this life as we read in Psalm 91:9, 10 which says Because you have made the Lord—
my refuge, the Most High—your dwelling place, no harm will come to you; no plague will come 
near your tent.”  From the miseries of the second death as we read in Revelation 2:11 which 
says “The victor will never be harmed by the second death.”  Yes, even from the fear of all evil 
as we read in Isaiah 41:10, 13, 14 which says “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, 
for I am your God.  I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will hold on to you with My righteous 
right hand.  For I, [Adonai] your God, hold your right hand and say to you: Do not fear, I will 
help you.  Do not fear, you worm Jacob,  you men[c] of Israel:  I will help you—this is the Lord’s 
declaration.  Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.”  No, from even the possibility of evils 
approaching them as we see in Psalm 91:10 which says “…no plague will come near your tent.”  
He is a sun because he can bestow all kinds of good upon them, can supply all they need as we 
see in Philippians 4:19 which says “And my God will supply all your needs according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  He can fill their desires as we read in Psalm 81:10 which says 
“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”  He can fully satisfy their souls as we read in 
Psalm 73:5 which says “They are not in trouble like others; they are not afflicted like most 
people.” 
    2.  He has more than enough for them and can give them not only 
that which will satisfy but what is abundant.  He has so much overflowing goodness, that their 
shallow and narrow vessels are not able to contain it all.  His abundance overflows.  It goes 
beyond not only their situations but their hopes, desires and thoughts.  See Ephesians 3:20 
which says “Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think …”There is 
in him an infinite excess.  There is more for his people than they can think to improve upon as 
we see in Psalm 36:8 which says “They are filled from the abundance of Your house; You let 
them drink from Your refreshing stream.”  It is true that we stand in need of a deity since we 
are reasoning creatures.  No created thing can satisfy the reachings of men’s will.  And as 
sinners and debtors, we stand in need of a trinity to bring us again into God’s favor but there is 
more in the fullness of the godhead and these divine persons than we will ever be able to grasp. 
 
Use 1.   

Learn from this what a glorious portion every believer possesses.  Every godly man may 
say as David did in Psalm 16:5 “Lord, You are my portion and my cup of blessing; You hold my 
future.”  And as the church can say as in Lamentations 3:24 which says “I say: The Lord is my 
portion, therefore I will put my hope in Him.”  And if so, then well might Paul say that he had 
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learned to be self-sufficient in Philippians 4:11 which says “I don’t say this out of need, for I 
have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”  For he had taken possession of 
the all-sufficient God and God’s self-sufficiency became his.  He had no need because he knew 
where to have all that was lacking made up in full.  He was in no fear of danger because he had 
a secure shelter against all.  And this is the common right of all believers.  God has said to every 
one of them “I am yours”.  God’s children may live royally because they can never be 
impoverished.  Here is grace and glory and every good and it is their own fault if they are 
scanted in anything. 

 
Use 2:   

Thus they make a bad choice who leave God and take up with any other things.  There 
are two evils contained in it and they are very great ones.  See Jeremiah 2:13 which says “For 
My people have committed a double evil: They have abandoned Me, the fountain of living 
water, and dug cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that cannot hold water.”  They 
embrace lying vanities and forsake their own mercies.  They choose emptiness and reject 
fullness itself.  And no wonder if they never arrive at satisfaction.  Yet such fools are they all 
who will not part with their sins for a Savior!  Those who say to God “Depart from us!” and tell 
him that they do not desire to know his ways.  They that have the world set in their hearts, that 
prefer the light of their own fire instead of the light the light of God’s face.  These that have 
doom read to them in Isaiah 50:11 which says “This is what you’ll get from My hand: you will lie 
down in a place of torment.” 

 
Use 3:   

Let this serve to commend it as our highest wisdom to seek and secure a claim in this 
God.  This speaks to the young people most particularly who are looking for what course will 
take them to happiness.  Get God for your own and you have everything.  Miss him and 
everything else is nothing at all.  If you ask me what you shall get by forsaking all for him, I shall 
answer with I Corinthians 2:9 which says, “What eye did not see and ear did not hear, and what 
never entered the human mind— God prepared this for those who love Him.”  But if you seek 
for your portion elsewhere, you spend your money for that which is not bread and your labor 
for that which does not satisfy.  All time is lost that is spent in any other purpose.  To seek God 
from an early age is to redeem the time indeed.  God offers himself to you in the New 
Covenant.  Accept him on his own terms.  Whatsoever he calls you to give up for his sake, he 
will infinitely provide in himself and it will never give you a moment’s regret that you have done 
so. 

 
Use 4:   

Let this comfort us in respect to the present difficulties and distresses that are upon the 
church of God.  It is at this day low enough to appearance and we ought not to forget 
Jerusalem.  Yet here is in consolation in respect to the Israel of God, that Israel’s God is all-
sufficient.  So what if the hand of pride may seem to stain the glory of God’s people for a while!  
Yet neither will faint or fear as long as they have such a God.  So what if their enemies are many 
and mighty!  Just read Isaiah 40:15, 17 which says “Look, the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 
they are considered as a speck of dust in the scales; He lifts up the islands like fine dust… All the 
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nations are as nothing before Him; they are considered by Him as nothingness and emptiness.”  
Read this and say that their condition is still safe.  Wait just a little while for he is only making a 
way to be seen and known in his glorious sufficiency by giving his enemies every seeming 
advantage on their side but then God will rise up and bring them down from their greatest 
confidence.  Then Edom shall be a desolation and Egypt shall be a desolate wilderness but 
Judah shall live forever and Jerusalem shall live from generation to generation. 
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