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Lesson 17 
 
Question 4 (continued) 
What is God? 
 
Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 
 
It would be advantageous for our better inquiry into the divine attributes to determine a 
suitable distribution of them.  Various theologians have various methods.  Some divide them in 
negatives, removing all imperfections from God.  Some divide them into relatives, as revealed 
by some relationship which he bears to the creature.  Some divide them into positives, 
attributing various perfections to him.  Others, not differing from the previously mentioned, 
differ but in terms, attributing them to him by way of causality, remotion [being remote or 
removing] and eminency.  Others divide them in goodness and greatness.  Others into the 
attributes which shine forth by themselves, considering God as the complete and perfect First 
Being or such attributes as appear in his ability to work powerfully.  I normally chose this last 
method but the method of the catechism leads me to another method.  I shall therefore take 
up the attributes in the description and assign them their proper ideas as I pass through the 
description.  For others not named here, they may be taken notice of later in their proper 
places.  In this description we may observe three sorts of attributes.  1.  A genus [classification] 
is attributed to him by analogy, in that he is called a spirit.  2.  Three divine qualities are 
negatively expressed, these being infinite, etc.  3. Six divine powers and virtues are expressed.  
These may be spoken to in order. 
 1.  A genus is attributed to him by analogy in that he is called a spirit.  This is not to say 
that God and any creature do really participate in one common nature so as to be properly 
reduced to one type within a single genus.  The nature of God and the nature of angels are 
infinitely different from one another but because he is the First Being, he assumes such a title 
to himself to help us understand and thus he is called a spirit.  See Job 4:24.  [God is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.]  A spirit is the most excellent being 
among all the secondary beings and has in it some of the nearest shadows and resemblances of 
the First Being.  The word spirit has various generally recognized meanings in Scripture.  Among 
these reference it is concluded that when God is called a spirit, it is the glorious angels which 
are referred to and are so called in Psalm 104:4 […and making the winds His messengers, 
flames of fire His servants.] and Hebrews 1:14 [Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to 
serve those who are going to inherit salvation?]  It will help us to understand something of God 
to consider some respects in which he is resembled by those spirits. 
  1.  Spirits are invisible substances, i.e. they cannot be seen by our bodily eyes.  
Angels indeed have made themselves visible by assuming a body or some cruder parts of the 
elements in the figure of a human body.  So they have appeared to Abraham, to Lot, to Manoah 
and many others.  In order for a thing to be made visible, it must be cruder than either the 
medium through which it is seen or cruder than the visible spirits and it is by this we discern 
things.  But the angels are finer and more subtle beings than either of these and must 
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necessarily therefore escape our sight and be invisible to us.  Thus God is an invisible being and 
these bodily eyes of our are not able to discern him.  Thus we read of this attribute in I Timothy 
1:17 which says “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”  He is therefore said to dwell in secret (Matthew 6:6) [But when you 
pray, go into your private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.].  Not only has he never been seen (John 1:18) 
[No one has ever seen God.], but he cannot possibly be seen.  See I Timothy 6:16 which says 
“the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; no one has seen or can 
see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might.  Amen.”    Some have been so foolish as to think 
here are no angels because we cannot see them.  On the same baseless arguments some have 
concluded that there is no God but this attribute belongs to his nature that he cannot be seen 
by the created eye. 
  2.  Spirits are impalpable.  As they cannot be seen so they cannot be felt.  This is 
for the same reason by which they cannot be seen.  That which is felt must be made of cruder 
material than the spirits so that we can feel it.  Now our spirits with their senses are made of 
the elements which are a coarser material and not so fine as angelic substances are and thus 
they escape our touch or feeling.  Therefore our Savior used this argument of senses to 
convince his disciples that he was no spirit.  See Luke 24:39 which says “Look at My hands and 
My feet, that it is I Myself! Touch Me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones 
as you can see I have.”  And God is even more so for he cannot be approached as we read in 
I Timothy 6:16 […the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; no one 
has seen or can see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might.  Amen.].  To sum it up, all of our 
senses are incapable of apprehending spirits.  Angels may be with us, and we cannot sense 
them at all, nor do men apprehend the presence of God with their senses even though in him 
we live, move and have or being. 
  3.  Spirits are the most agile, active or nimble beings among creatures.  An angel 
is very speedy in his journeying.  They are God’s swift messengers to do his will and go swiftly 
on all errands that he sends them on.  The swiftest things among things made of the elements 
and having a body with substance are slow and dull when compared to them.  The lightning is 
one of the nimblest thing which we can see with our senses.  The motion of the Primum Mobile 
[the movements of the heavens] is conceived of by some to be very rapid but all fall short of 
angelic agility.  One of them can travel from the third heaven to the earth in a few hours 
(Daniel 9:21, 22).  […while I was praying, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the first vision, came to 
me in my extreme weariness, about the time of the evening offering.  He gave me this 
explanation: “Daniel, I’ve come now to give you understanding.] And God is necessarily the 
most agile being because he is a pure Act.  This is metaphorically expressed in Psalm 18:10 
which says “He rode on a cherub and flew, soaring on the wings of the wind.”  And to this agility 
belongs the quality of never becoming weary.  Angels are never tired and nor is God.  See 
Isaiah 40:28 which says “Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  [The Lord] is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the whole earth. He never grows faint or weary; there is no limit to His 
understanding.” 
  4.  Spirits are the strongest among created beings.  They are mighty beings.  See 
Psalm 103:20 which says “Praise the Lord, all His angels of great strength…”  The more spirit, 
the more strength; to which is contrasted the weakness of the flesh.  See Isaiah 31:3.  
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[Egyptians are men, not God; their horses are flesh, not spirit.  When the Lord raises His hand to 
strike, the helper will stumble and the one who is helped will fall; both will perish together.] 
There is no other sort of creature that is able to encounter and grapple with an angel.   To One 
angel has enough strength to battle with a world of men, for which reason they are called 
powers.  It belongs to their nature, for even devils are called powers because they have not lost 
the nature of angels as we read in Ephesians 6:12.  [For our battle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.]  But God is the most strong.  Power and 
dominion are his.  None ever resisted him and prospered.  No one can stand in front of him as 
we read in Job 41:9, 10.  [Any hope of capturing him [the Leviathan] proves false.  Does a 
person not collapse at the very sight of him?  No one is ferocious enough to rouse Leviathan; 
who then can stand against Me?]  We can stand back for a slightly greater view of his wonderful 
power by observing how inferior, small and contemptible are all the power of all the beings in 
creation put together in God’s eyes.  See Isaiah 40:15, 17 which says “Look, the nations are like 
a drop in a bucket; they are considered as a speck of dust in the scales; He lifts up the islands 
like fine dust.  All the nations are as nothing before Him; they are considered by Him as 
nothingness and emptiness.” 
  5.  Spirits are the most incorruptible of created being for, being of so subtle and 
strong a nature as we have heard, they are not subject to change and corruption like our 
natures.  Spirits are not so passive.  They cannot receive impressions from inferior beings and 
therefore are only subject to a possibility of annihilation by him who made them.  So God is the 
most incorruptible.  He is liable to no sort of change.  See Malachi 3:6 which says “Because I, 
[the Lord], have not changed, you descendants of Jacob have not been destroyed.”  Now that is 
one, when a being may by corruption change from what it is at present. 
  6.  Spirits are rational substances, endowed with the noblest faculties of 
understanding and will.  For this reason philosophers call them intelligences, because they have 
clear knowledge and a noble liberty which they enjoy.  They would not otherwise be capable of 
those offices and services in which they are employed, which is to be to minister and attend 
upon God and to be ready to do his will in the managing of the great affairs of the world.  It is 
for this purpose that they must have a ready understanding, not liable to mistakes and a 
prompt will which hastens them on to their work.  But God is the most rational being.  He has 
an understanding that is infinite and a will which is irresistible. 
 These are some of the shadows which we draw of him from the attribute of a spirit, but 
every shadow which is like is also unlike.  Though God shows likenesses of himself to those 
chosen beings or natures , yet we must conceive him to be infinitely more glorious than they 
are and transcendently to exceed them.  We may look on the most noble perfections of the 
most noble beings and say they are from God but when we have so said that, we must 
remember that his glory incomparably exceeds them.  See Psalm 148:13 which says “Let them 
praise the name of [the Lord], for His name alone is exalted.  His majesty covers heaven and 
earth.”  And in respect to the presently discussed attribute, let these things be observed: 
   1.  Spirits are creatures but God is uncreated.  Let us say as much as we 
can of the angelic perfections, we must still remember that they are but created perfections 
which spirits enjoy.  Created spirits had a beginning but God is without beginning.  They are the 
children of time but he is the father of eternity.  They are indeed the sons of the morning and 
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the morning stars.  Time and they began in the same instant but he was before all time and is 
from everlasting.  They had their being from another.  Their being was given to them but God 
has his being from no other.  His being is his own. 
   2.  Thus spirits have a passive power whereas God is pure Act.  It is a 
dispute among pneumatists whether angels are material beings or if they are pure form.  It will 
not profit the audience generally to debate it here.  It is enough that their being creatures 
assures us of their passivity or potential.  They passed once from not being into being and they 
are capable of returning to nonentity again.  Yes, they are capable of feeling happiness and 
misery.  They are liable to change.  Some of them did fall.  All of these things result from their 
passivity.  None of these statements are compatible with God.  He is one and the same and 
cannot be touched or in any way altered.  His is happy, but cannot be made happy, nor can he 
ever be made miserable.  Thus he is called God, blessed forever. 
   3.  Angels are limited by their own essence.  That they are limited beings 
is beyond dispute, for to be a creature and to be finite is reciprocal.  In what ways they are 
limited is a debate about which the curiosity of the intelligentsia may exercise their reason but 
can form no article of faith.  Whether by any special matter or in other ways, it is sure they are 
essence and their own essence limits their being within the confines of finiteness, so that one 
angel does not fill all spaces at once, nor can an angel be in heaven and on earth at the same 
instant.  In contrast, the divine essence is unlimited and infinite. 
   4.  Angels are under the rule of another.  They are subject to him who 
made them.  The very name of angel which they bear hints at this.  For this reason they are 
called ministering spirits in Hebrews 1:14.  [Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve 
those who are going to inherit salvation?]  But God is above all authorities.  Dominion belongs 
to God as his prerogative.  He is supreme and angels themselves are at his command in all 
things. 
   5.  In spirits, their essence and their act are two things.  They are distinct 
one from the other, but in God, his essence and his act are one and the same thing.  Thus we 
say, whatever is in God is God but we cannot say the same of a created spirit or angel.  Thus 
created spirits or angels are capable of having several distinct principles and powers in them 
and not only in our conception, which cannot be said of God. 
 In a word, God and angels are expressed by one and he same general name, that is to 
say spirits.  This is only to help us with something which may guide our conceptions in the 
notion which we take up regarding him.  But when we have said all that we can about it, we 
must remember that he is a thousand times more glorious than all spirits or secondary beings 
that can be named no matter how excellent they may be.  But because reasoning beings are 
more noble than unreasoning beings and because spiritual beings have a particular excellency 
which is greater than those made of matter, and the highest created perfections are to be 
found in the angels in heaven and because we are to give the best of our thoughts and 
conceptions to God, we are pointed by such a comparison to see something of his praiseworthy 
excellence even while still remembering that he is above all glory and praise. 
 
 USE 1:  This tells us how suitable an object God is for our spirits to draw close to.  It is 
required for joy and delight that the object and faculty be suitable one with the other, for 
without an adequate or suitable object, there can be no satisfaction except with God.  He is a 
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spirit, although infinitely above us, yet he is suitable for these souls of ours to draw close to.  In 
this we see the happiness of believers above all other men because their spirits have 
communion with this uncreated spirit.  Man’s better part is therefore fully provided for and 
there is no other man that enjoys this advantage.  All other things are contrasted in Scripture by 
the term flesh and for that very reason they are incapable of providing happiness to those who 
rely on them.  See Isaiah 31:3 which says “Egyptians are men, not God; their horses are flesh, 
not spirit.  When the Lord raises His hand to strike, the helper will stumble and the one who is 
helped will fall; both will perish together.”  That is the reason that no true confidence can be 
put in these things but how happy, even beyond any conception of happiness, are they whose 
spirits are united with him who is the Father of Spirits. 
 
 USE 2:  Thus how very unsuitable it is to represent the divine nature by any fleshly 
representation.  I mean as in pictures or images of any visible and bodily substance and that 
whether it is for civility or devotion, i.e. either merely to be ornamental or, as some pretend, to 
increase devout affections in anyone.  How is it possible to correctly shadow a spirit?  Who was 
ever able to decipher the form or shape of a being which is invisible!  It is folly to pretend to 
paint a portrait of an angel but it is madness and wickedness to offer an image or 
representation of God.  How many solemn warnings did God give his people against such a 
thing through Moses?  Besides expressly forbidding it in the second commandment, God 
declares it to be an idolatrous thing.  For anyone to entertain or fancy any other image of God 
besides those reverent impressions of his glorious perfections that are engraved on his heart, is 
the height of dishonoring God and provoke the Lord to jealousy. 
 
 USE 3:  Thus learn that spiritual service must necessarily be most acceptable to God.  
This is to pay him a service suitable to his nature and must necessarily be most grateful to him.  
The Messiah himself draws this inference as we read in John 4:24 which says “God is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  The heart and spirit in man are the 
same thing in a scriptural sense and it is this that God requires as we read in Proverbs 23:26 
which says “My son, give me your heart.”  It is not all the pretended and outside show of duty 
that God is contented with.  If the spirit is lacking, if the heart is gone somewhere else, it is all a 
burden to him.  We see how highly he estimates it in Ezekiel 33:31 which says “So My people 
come to you in crowds, sit in front of you, and hear your words, but they don’t obey them. 
Although they express love with their mouths, their hearts pursue dishonest profit.”  And 
wasn’t this the reason why he does not value their services?  See Isaiah 1:11 which says “What 
are all your sacrifices to Me?” asks the Lord.  “I have had enough of burnt offerings and rams 
and the fat of well-fed cattle; I have no desire for the blood of bulls, lambs, or male goats.”  Nor 
is it possible to cheat or put him off with any trifling things, no matter how much they appear to 
be sincere.  He is a spirit and as such, he cannot help but be intimately acquainted with our 
spirits.  He regards it as one of his rights to test the spirits and to search the hearts of men.  
Therefore, this shows us: 
  1.  The extreme folly of all hypocrites.  They take a great deal of pain to dress up 
duties with a beautiful outside appearance and regularly attend the various performances of 
religious duty.  They read, listen, make long prayers, frequently fast and give much to charity 
but all these sacrifices lack their heart.  There is no spirit engaged in their actions. And God sees 
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dead men’s bones, rotted flesh and the stench of death under all the paint and varnish.  It reeks 
to him.  See Isaiah 66:2, 3 which says “This is the Lord’s declaration.  I will look favorably on this 
kind of person: one who is humble, submissive in spirit, and trembles at My word.  One 
slaughters an ox, one kills a man; one sacrifices a lamb, one breaks a dog’s neck”, etc.  See 
Psalm 51:17 which says “The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit.  God, You will not 
despise a broken and humbled heart.” 
  2.  The extreme danger of formal worship.  Whatever else may be said regarding 
the unlawfulness of imposing upon men stinted forms of prayer and public worship of God, we 
may say it is not worship to God but against him.  There is this one thing that would persuade a 
serious believer who desires to commune with God in all of his sacred duties to be afraid of 
formal worship and that is by its own nature it raises the hazard of only being a formality and 
reducing him to a spiritless frame that goes through the motions.  Thereby, instead of pleasing 
God, it provokes God in anger against him and leaves the man serving God in vain.  A man may 
be heartless and perfunctory even when not involved in formal worship but through formal 
worship he can hardly be otherwise. 
 2. The great care which is incumbent on God’s children to watch their hearts in all their 
duties to God.  While they are on earth have too much of the flesh in them and through Satan’s 
subtlety and the physical nature of their own minds, they are too ready to let their hearts go 
and to be without spirit in what they do.  They can either be dead or wandering in the 
performance of their duties.  Let this then counsel and enliven us to look at ourselves.  
Whatsoever frailties there may be in attending to our duties, make sure of this one thing – to 
pay God with our spirits in those duties.  To get us excited in regards to this, consider:  
  1.  He who is such a spirit deserves our spirits.  He is the God of the spirits of all 
flesh.  We owe to him our heartfelt service for he made our hearts.  He is a spirit from whom all 
other spirits originate.  See Ecclesiastes 12:7.  {…and the dust returns to the earth as it once 
was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.]  He has a right to our spirits by redemption.  
Jesus the Messiah has bought our souls with a price and therefore we should glorify him with 
them.  See I Corinthians 6:20 which says “…for you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify 
God in your body.” 
  2.  He knows our spirits.  See Hebrews 4:13 which says “No creature is hidden 
from Him, but all things are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an 
account.”  He has insight into the very bottom of our souls and he sees all of its corners.  
Therefore there is no deceiving him.  As he accepts no other spiritual service, rejecting all 
others, so he knows when they are so and can tell us when we come before him holding a lie in 
our right hand. 
  3.  Spiritless service is both false and fruitless.  (Spiritual service is the only true 
service and has a great reward.)  He considers those who offer spiritless service as those who 
surround him with lies and they shall reap the east wind [destruction].  The Messiah puts spirit 
and truth together as inseparable things as we read in John 4:24.  [God is spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.]  And because all his rewards are of grace, we can 
expect no rewards or grace without his acceptance of us.  Let us then consecrate our spirits to 
him and devote them to his service, always setting ourselves in his presence as a God who 
searches our hearts.  And knowing the woeful devotion to the flesh which remains in us, let us 



7 
 

be constantly praying to him that he would fill us with his own spirit and so make and keep us 
spiritual in our whole conduct. 
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