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Lesson 18 
 
Question 4 (continued) 
What is God? 
 
Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 
 
From Lecture 17: 
It would be advantageous for our better inquiry into the divine attributes to determine a 
suitable distribution of them.  Various theologians have various methods.  Some divide them in 
negatives, removing all imperfections from God.  Some divide them into relatives, as revealed 
by some relationship which he bears to the creature.  Some divide them into positives, 
attributing various perfections to him.  Others, not differing from the previously mentioned, 
differ but in terms, attributing them to him by way of causality, remotion [being remote or 
removing] and eminency.  Others divide them in goodness and greatness.  Others into the 
attributes which shine forth by themselves, considering God as the complete and perfect First 
Being or such attributes as appear in his ability to work powerfully.  I normally chose this last 
method but the method of the catechism leads me to another method.  I shall therefore take 
up the attributes in the description and assign them their proper ideas as I pass through the 
description.  For others not named here, they may be taken notice of later in their proper 
places.  In this description we may observe three sorts of attributes.  1.  A genus [classification] 
is attributed to him by analogy, in that he is called a spirit.  2.  Three divine qualities are 
negatively expressed, these being infinite, etc.  3. Six divine powers and virtues are expressed.  
These may be spoken to in order. 
 
 2.  We have God described by his negative qualities, three of which are here offered to 
us and which shall now be explained to us briefly. 
  1.  God is infinite.  This is one difference between him and created spirits in 
which they resemble him.  This, along with the two qualities which follow, are expressed 
negatively because the divine perfections are such that they so far exceed our comprehension 
that it is better to tell what he is not rather than what he is.  And, by removing created 
imperfections from him, we find for ourselves a method of admiring his unsearchable glory.  
That God is infinite is fully asserted by Scripture and in our contemplation of this attribute, we 
may inquire into three things:  1. What is it to be infinite?  2. The evidence that God is infinite.  
3. What other attributes reveal themselves in this? 
   1.  What is it to be infinite? 
    A. Infinite is God of unlimited and unsearchable perfections.  Such 
a description is given regarding God in respect of this attribute of his.  Psalm 145:3 says “[The 
Lord] is great and is highly praised; His greatness is unsearchable.”  Here…. 
     1.  Infiniteness is God.  It is one of those perfections which 
shine out in the essence, reflecting on God as the most absolute First Being.  Now his essence 
and attributes are the same, only finding a difference in our conceptions.  It is therefore an 
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incommunicable perfection of God.  It is his prerogative alone to be infinite.  Some have 
thought the third heaven to be infinite because it has nothing to set boundaries around it and 
thus to be in no exact place but this is a great mistake for it is limited by its own essence and so 
is a finite being.  The world cannot be of an infinite magnitude for then it would have no parts, 
nor could it be measured.  God therefore alone declares it as his belonging and a flower of his 
diadem. 
     2.  By virtue of this attribute, God has unlimited and 
unsearchable perfections or we can say he is without all limits or bounds of his essence.  All 
created beings are within the boundaries of their essences, that is to say the form acting upon 
the matter limits it within its own confines but God is unconfined.  There can be no searching 
out the limits of God’s perfection.  See Job 11:7, etc.  [Can you fathom the depths of God or 
discover the limits of the Almighty?]  And this unlimited ness is applicable to all that can be said 
of him.  Thus the psalmist attributes it to his understanding in Psalm 147:5.  [Our Lord is great, 
vast in power; His understanding is infinite.]  And our answer here shows it to be the basis of all 
his other attributes.  We find sufficient footprints of this in Scripture. 
   2.  For the evidence or to discover wherein God appears to be infinite, let 
us consider: 
    1.  God’s perfection is the highest perfection, and for that reason 
it is necessarily infinite.  He is called The Most High in Psalm 18:10 [He rode on a cherub and 
flew, soaring on the wings of the wind.] and Luke 1:32.  [He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.]  And that 
which is supreme is necessarily infinite.  For let us conceive of anything though it be ever so 
high, yet if it is limited in any degree, then there may be something conceived of which is higher 
than it.  But God is so high that he is above all glory and praise. 
    2.  God’s perfection is such that it is not capable of receiving any 
addition to it.  It cannot be augmented or be greater than it is.  See Romans 11:35 which says 
“Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid?”  It must of necessity be infinite for 
we are capable of thinking from one degree to another and there may always be an addition to 
our conceptions of every finite thing.  There can be no more steps when we come to the infinite 
and there we are lost for nothing can go beyond that or be more infinite.  There are no degrees 
or steps in the infinite. 
    3.  God is Being itself and that absolutely.  His infiniteness is firmly 
established in his essence.  Abstracts are infinite.  Concretes are finite.  A being which comes 
from another being is necessarily finite but Being itself is infinite and such is God.  He is the first 
and did not receive his being from another.  His Being is from everlasting and what bounds can 
be credited to such a being?  If his Being were limited, it would not be absolute.  Beings 
therefore are finite because they are derived from another.  Thus an underived Being is infinite 
and such is God’s Being. 
    4.  All created perfections are derived from God and therefore his 
perfections must be infinite.  The one who is the fountain from which all flows out to creation 
must be a source without banks or bottom.  He that gives is undoubtedly greater that they that 
receive.  There are uncountable perfections in the various creatures after their kind and some 
of these are also vastly great such as the angels but the source must be greater still since each 
of these are is derived from the source and is supplied and upheld continually by it.  What else 
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could it be other than an infinite being and such is God.  We read this in Romans 11:35, 36 
which says “Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid?  For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 
    5.  God’s perfections are incomprehensible.  This has already been 
proved, that he cannot be known as he is in himself what is the cause of this but because the 
understanding of men and angels are finite!  And that a finite faculty cannot comprehend the 
knowledge of the Being of God and this is necessarily because, being infinite, he is too vast a 
Being for their capacity to understand.  Verstius disputes against the infiniteness of God 
because God may be defined and there is this individual but we have heard that all our logical 
notions are improperly ascribed to him and that he is not a Being properly as we conceive of a 
being, much less a portion of Being as a thing which may be defined is.  No, he is above being 
and all beings are nothing to him as we read in Isaiah 40:17.  [All the nations are as nothing 
before Him; they are considered by Him as nothingness and emptiness.] 
   3.  There are two other precious attributes of God which shine out and 
show themselves in God’s infinity. 
    1.  There is divine immensity which is God outside of all 
dimensions or not to be measured by the measure which we conceive as other beings may be, 
such as length, breadth, height and depth.  This is excellently expressed by Zophar in Job 11:7-9 
which says “Can you fathom the depths of God or discover the limits of the Almighty?  They are 
higher than the heavens—what can you do?  They are deeper than Sheol—what can you know?  
Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea.”  Because God’s essence and 
perfection are unlimited, therefore he has no proper quantity, nor is he the subject of any 
mathematical ideas and this attribute further appears to belong to him: 
     1.  Because he is without any matter or parts and so he 
must be without any extension.  Thus when the Scripture assigns to him eyes, ears, hands, feet, 
etc., they are not literal but metaphorical expressions.  They signify those eminent virtues in 
him which are shadowed by such things in the creature.  And being without matter, he is also 
without form because form belongs to matter and matter sets boundaries to itself which spins 
out from it in length, breadth and thickness.  These things are strangers to God. 
     2.  Because God is not a being by participation but Being in 
the abstract.  Concrete beings have dimensions but those that are abstract exceed all.  Sweet 
things have their degrees but sweetness itself is above all degrees and thus we reach this 
conclusion that God’s perfections can neither increase nor diminish.  They can be neither 
greater nor less but are the same everlastingly.  What he has always been to his people, he still 
is.  Augmentation and diminution are concepts proper to something with quantity and 
therefore inconsistent with the Being of God.  He is as great and as good now as he was of old 
and his people may confidently conclude from what he has revealed of himself in times past 
that he is accordingly to be trusted in the same now. 
    2.  There is also his incomprehensible omnipresence which shows 
he is infinite.  Omnipresence is God without any limitation of place, being fenced in in no place 
nor fenced out in any place.  Place is properly a limitation of a creature within the boundaries of 
quantity but if God is infinite, he is then incapable of any such limitation and this will be 
evident… 
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     1.  Because that which can be contained in a place is finite 
and has quantity.  All place is finite because it has boundaries and limits the thing contained 
within the boundaries.  But that which is infinite is incapable of place, since it is contradictory to 
the nature of a being that has no boundaries to be kept within boundaries. 
     2.  Because that which may be comprised in a place may 
be measured and we can determine its shape or that it has some external form or shape.  Place 
is properly a measure of what is in the place and nothing can be measured unless it has some 
form or shape.  But God is infinite and so he has no dimensions and if no dimensions, then no 
shape.  For shape is nothing other than the disposition of the dimensions of a thing into such a 
mode and thus we see his ubiquity or omnipresence showing that he is unconfined.  For… 
      1.  If he were not omnipresent, then he might be in 
one place and not in another and then his Being would not be incomprehensible but limited. 
      2.  He must be omnipresent because all places are 
contained in him as is every being in the world.  In respect to places we have the word of the 
psalmist in psalm 139:7-10 which says “Where can I go to escape Your Spirit?  Where can I flee 
from Your presence?  If I go up to heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, You are 
there.  If I live at the eastern horizon or settle at the western limits, even there Your hand will 
lead me; Your right hand will hold on to me.”  For we are not to conceive of him as being in any 
of these as if he were in a place or as comprehending him in it.  And for Being, Paul’s words are 
clear in Acts 17:28 which says “For in Him we live and move and exist…” 
 Now this ubiquity or omnipresence of God is usually expressed by theologians according 
to Scripture in these particulars: 
  1.  That he is not excluded anywhere but is wholly within and together with 
every place so that there is no place where he is not.  The light of nature reveals this and 
therefore the poet could say Jovis omnia plena [literally All things are full of Jove; figuratively All 
things are full of God].  He is nearer to and more intimate with us that we are with ourselves.  
See Acts 17:27 which says “He did this so they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach 
out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.”  And for this reason he know us 
better than we do ourselves.  See I John 3:20 which says “…even if our conscience condemns 
us, that God is greater than our conscience, and He knows all things.”  He is not partly in heaven 
and partly on the earth as some but his whole entire essence influences all places.  Though he 
shows more of his glory in heaven, yet he is no more there in his essence than he is on earth 
and in hell. 
  2.  That he is nowhere confined or shut in, because he contains all places in 
himself and is placed nowhere but is present everywhere without relation to a place as his 
subject.  Therefore no place can possibly confine him.  See Acts 17:24 which says “The God who 
made the world and everything in it—He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in 
shrines made by hands.”  If there were ten thousand worlds, he would be entirely present with 
them all. 
  3.  That he is altogether without any motion or act of changing.  Because of his 
infinite presence, his essence is not placed more in heaven than here below, nor does he leave 
one place to go to another but even though he is everywhere, yet he rests unmoving forever.  
Thus when the Scripture speaks of his looking from heaven to the habitation of his holiness or 
of his riding on a cherub and the wings of the wind and such expressions, they are modes of 
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speech accommodated to our conceptions and are to be interpreted of his special 
manifestations of himself in the works of providence. 
  4.  That he is present everywhere without filling up any place.  For, if he has no 
quantity or dimensions and has no body, then he does not fill up any place, i.e. his being there 
does not exclude the creature.  Two created beings cannot occupy the same place in the same 
instant but one must move out of the way for the other.  But God is as much where the 
creature is as where it is not, for that indeed is in him. 
  5.  That his being is beyond all place.  Place indeed is nothing else but a limit of 
created beings.  Thus the farthest boundaries of place do not reach beyond the limits of the 
third heaven, which, though it be wonderfully vast, yet has its boundaries, but we are assured 
that this large room which grasps all secondary beings in its scope is not sufficient to contain 
the whole essence of God.  We see this acknowledged in I Kings 8:27 which says “But will God 
indeed live on earth?  Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain You, much less this 
temple I have built.”  And these are just stammering concepts regarding the intimateness of the 
great God. 
 
 USE 1:  This tells us what a glorious object for faith Jehovah is.  How suitable he is for the 
souls of men to place their vow of faithfulness in.  He that is infinite in his essence and 
unlimited in his perfections, he that is immense and omnipresent, must necessarily infinitely 
outdo every object no matter what it may be.  Whatever vain men put their trust in is a finite 
good but God is infinite.  Anything else is a measurable good but he is immense.  Anything else 
can be in but one place at time to help him but God is omnipresent.  Who then would not 
choose God to be his portion and give up all the others for him?  How happy are they who have 
done so.  See the end of Psalm 144 which says “Happy are the people with such blessings. 
Happy are the people whose God is [the Lord].”  Unlimited goodness is the portion of all such 
people.  Others may measure and appraise their estate but this cannot be done with God.  It is 
beyond measure. 
 
 USE 2:  Thus God is greatly to be praised for this attribute by all his people. The 
psalmists infer this as we see in this observation in Psalm 145:3 which says “[The Lord] is great 
and is highly praised; His greatness is unsearchable.”  We should live in the contemplation and 
acknowledgment of God’s greatness.  Great princes use speeches of great praise to commend 
their greatness and yet they are but poor and inconsiderable things compared to God as we 
read in the prophets words in Isaiah 40:15-17 which says “Look, the nations are like a drop in a 
bucket; they are considered as a speck of dust in the scales; He lifts up the islands like fine dust.  
Lebanon is not enough for fuel, or its animals enough for a burnt offering.  All the nations are as 
nothing before Him; they are considered by Him as nothingness and emptiness.”  One person 
comments on the text thusly, “Were this great God sacrificed to appropriately, all the animals 
in Lebanon would not be sufficient for an offering, nor would all the wood in Lebanon be 
sufficient for a fire to offer it on, nor all the men in the world suffice to be priests!”  And it is 
good food for our faith stand firmly still in contemplation of God’s infinite greatness and our 
claim to it. 
 



6 
 

 USE 3:  Thus we ought to be very afraid of committing secret sins.  The infinite God is 
omnipresent.  When a heathen philosopher asked a believer, “Where is your God?”, his answer 
was “Let me first understand from you where he is not.”  He is not only by his power and 
providence, but also by his essence omnipresent.  It must therefore be a secret principle of 
atheism in men that makes them dare to commit those things in secret which they dare not do 
openly.  Heathens have cautioned against it because conscience stands by but here is that 
which may serve to put a greater awe upon our hearts.  See I John 3:20 which says “even if our 
conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience, and He knows all things.”  IF 
conscience has as many as ten thousand witnesses, then God is more than ten thousand 
consciences.  God warns us against thinking that he is far away in Jeremiah 23:23, 24 which says 
““Am I a God who is only near”—this is the Lord’s declaration—“and not a God who is far 
away? Can a man hide himself in secret places where I cannot see him?”—the Lord’s 
declaration. “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?”—the Lord’s declaration.”  Let every place 
we are in become the House of God to us.  Think that God is in this place and that is the truth of 
it!  And let that make us very wary of ourselves, of what we think, speak, or do because it all 
stands in the light of his face and he can bring it into the open light and lay it out openly before 
the sun itself. 
 
 USE 4:  This also should encourage secret duties.  They cannot be lost even if done 
secretly because the infinite God, being everywhere present, stands by  you when you pray in 
secret.  He hears every groan, registers every sigh, bottles every tear.  Never be afraid of being 
so private and hidden away as to be sequestered from him.  If we gave more credit to or 
thought more of this attribute of God, it would make us more active and cheerful in the most 
secret and private services to God.  Doubtless this would be a blessed way to wonderfully 
promote intimate communion between him and us. 
 
 USE 5:  Thus their misery must necessarily great if they have God for an enemy.  As the 
man is, so is his strength.  To have the infinite and omnipresent God engaged against a man for 
his ruin is a misfortune that cannot be computed.  As infinite mercy is the portion of those that 
love him, so infinite wrath must fall on all those that hate God.  And this should be a loud wake-
up call to all and to the young in particular.  Get moving and get as far out of this danger as you 
can by seeking out a claim to the Messiah.  Hide yourselves in his shadow.  Until then you lie 
openly every moment of your life to this terrible hazard since you are by nature children under 
his wrath.  Think solemnly and frequently then what it is to fall into the hands of the infinite 
God, infinite in presence and infinite in power and infinite in revenging justice.  Can the danger 
you go live be anything less than infinite? 
 
 USE 6:  God’s people ought then to expect to receive great things from him.  See 
Isaiah 45:11 which says “This is what the Lord, the Holy One of Israel and its Maker, says: “Ask 
Me what is to happen to[a] My sons, and instruct Me about the work of My hands.”  God loves 
to do all things which are like himself, to display his infinite greatness in all his works for his 
people.  Do you have this God for your God?  Do not be afraid to put up great requests, to ask 
great deliverances and having so made your requests, to expect and wait for great salvations.  
Do not be afraid of exhausting his treasures or asking something beyond his ability.  No one 
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could ever perplex an infinite God.  Be wary then of limiting the great God.  Do not set limits to 
him as his people have sometimes done.  It provokes him as we read in Psalm 78:41 which says 
“They constantly tested God and provoked the Holy One of Israel.”  They set limits to him who 
has no limits and that offended him.  When Satan or your own misgiving hearts offer to 
undermine your faith and make you call into question the possibility of the performance of any 
good word that he has given you to hope in, silence all of this again with this consideration:  It is 
not a finite creature, but an infinite God that I have placed my hope in. 
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