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Lesson 19 
 
 
Question 4 (continued) 
What is God? 
 
Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 
 
From Lecture 17: 
It would be advantageous for our better inquiry into the divine attributes to determine a 
suitable distribution of them.  Various theologians have various methods.  Some divide them in 
negatives, removing all imperfections from God.  Some divide them into relatives, as revealed 
by some relationship which he bears to the creature.  Some divide them into positives, 
attributing various perfections to him.  Others, not differing from the previously mentioned, 
differ but in terms, attributing them to him by way of causality, remotion [being remote or 
removing] and eminency.  Others divide them in goodness and greatness.  Others into the 
attributes which shine forth by themselves, considering God as the complete and perfect First 
Being or such attributes as appear in his ability to work powerfully.  I normally chose this last 
method but the method of the catechism leads me to another method.  I shall therefore take 
up the attributes in the description and assign them their proper ideas as I pass through the 
description.  For others not named here, they may be taken notice of later in their proper 
places.  In this description we may observe three sorts of attributes.  1.  A genus [classification] 
is attributed to him by analogy, in that he is called a spirit.  2.  Three divine qualities are 
negatively expressed, these being infinite, etc.  3. Six divine powers and virtues are expressed.  
These may be spoken to in order. 
 
From Lecture 18: 
 2.  We have God described by his negative qualities, three of which are here offered to 
us and which shall now be explained to us briefly. 
  1.  God is infinite: 
 
  2.  God is eternal.  This is another divine quality attributed to him and is also his 
property.  In clearing up which attribute, we may first inquire what eternity is and then prove 
that God is eternal. 
   [1.]  We may take up the idea of this attribute in this description: eternity 
is God, without possibility of beginning, succession or ending of time.  The word eternity is 
supposed to signify beyond any term.  This is also an attribute appearing from the essence of 
God, considered as the absolute First Being.  This also is a negative attribute, imputed a 
perfection to God by removing an imperfection from him.  The difference between the 
perfections of God, which are most noble, and those of the creature is in one respect discerned 
in that his are unlimited, whereas those of the created beings may be measured.  Now there 
are two sorts of measures that may be applied to the creatures and by which they may be 
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comprehended, that is to say quantity and duration.  The first, quantity, is measured by place 
and the latter, duration, is measured by time.  Both of these are to be removed from or denied 
to God and because we cannot grasp these perfections in our narrow and short understanding 
in positive terms, we must necessarily impute them to God in negative terms.  In regard to 
quantity, we say he is infinite which we discussed previously and in regard to duration we say 
he is eternal which is now under consideration.  And because the attribute is negative it will 
help our correct understanding of it to consider the nature of time which is negative opposite 
to eternity and eternity is best known by denying all ideas of time to it.  Time then is properly 
the measure or limit of the creature’s duration.  It is not easy to express the true idea of time.  
It does not have any essence or existence of its own but is an adjunct or in some sense a quality 
that belongs to all second beings.  It is therefore nowhere to be found by itself but always 
adhering to the thing as its subject.  It is, as it were, the record book of the creature’s age.  It 
tells us how long it has been in existence and when it ceases to be.  There are three things in 
which the nature of time conceived of by us or there are two terms and a medium which 
appertain to it.  All bear a respect to the creature as their subject, that is to say: 
    1.  It has a beginning.  Time that that thing which meets the 
creature at its beginning point.  That which had no existence must have a date set for its 
beginning and becoming an entity.  That is the first article of time.  Thus when we read of a 
creation, we also read of a beginning (Genesis 1:1) [In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.] which proves them to be the offspring of time. 
    2.  It has a succession.  Time is a measured duration.  Thus the 
creature’s duration is measured by it successively.  Time does not occur all at once but it flows 
by degrees.  Time is not a standing thing but a moving thing and it is always in motion, without 
ever ceasing.  On this account we have those months and years, partly from nature and partly 
as result of civilization, which serve to compute how long it is since the beginning of the 
existence of such things or action or by which we keep its records. 
    3.  It has an end too.  This is time as expressed by having a period 
or limit.  In respect to the creature, when it has gone through the stage of action and put aside 
its existence, then its time is at an end and when there is no more of the thing, lays off this 
respect too.  Time keeps the creature company, as long as the creature keeps its being and then 
time leaves it. 
 Now from the consideration of the revolutions of time, we observe a threefold respect 
with which it looks upon the thing: these are past, present and future.  Time past is all the time 
which the thing has run through since it first began its existence to the point in which it now is.  
It has passed through and left it behind.  Time present is the period of time just now for the 
creature or that individual moment of existence which is just now in being.  Time future is that 
which remains of the allotted duration of time until the last grain of sand runs out of the 
hourglass and the creature shall have no more to do with this being or existence.  In these 
respects we say of the creature that yesterday is gone, today is present and tomorrow is yet to 
come.  We can in no sense bring yesterday and tomorrow to begin together with today.  Thus 
also things are said to be either young or old according to the number of days or years that 
have rolled over them since their first entrance onto the stage of life.  These are the more 
observable considerations about time.  The negation of these things will tell us what eternity is 
or at least what it is not.  When we apply the negation of these considerations to any subject, 
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we therein declare it to be eternal.  In the description therefore of God’s eternity, we remove 
from him all those ideas that are applicable to time.  Thus there are three things in the 
description which will completely encompass all that has been said by way of removal. 
  (1.)  That he has no beginning, succession or end in time.  His duration allows for 
none of these limitations, instead it excludes them all. 
   1.  He had no beginning.  As there never was a time when he was not, so 
neither could it ever be said that he began to be.  He is without an origin.  He never was a 
possible being but was always an Act.  He was never in a state of non-existence from which he 
was to pass into existence.  For this reason he is called the Ancient of Days. 
   2.  He has no succession.  No times have ever passed over him but 
instead he enjoys an eternal NOW.  Years, months, days and hours cannot be imputed to him.  
It cannot be truly said of him that he was but that he IS.  Thus his name is I AM and also the 
name of the Messiah as we read in John 8:58 which says “Jesus said to them, “I assure you: 
Before Abraham was, I am.””  He has lived as many thousand years as he has lived days.  For 
this reason the Scripture tells us that with him there is no difference between one day and a 
thousand years.  See Psalm 90:4 which says “For in Your sight a thousand years are like 
yesterday that passes by, like a few hours of the night.”  See also II Peter 3:8 which says “Dear 
friends, don’t let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years like one day.”  He has in himself a full and perfect possession of everlasting 
and unending life and has it all at once with no succession of thoughts, ideas or visions.  He 
drinks up all his happiness at once and eternally. 
   3.  He has no end.  There will never come a time when his being will cease 
but he will be the same after infinite ages.  Thus he is said to be from everlasting to everlasting.  
See Psalm 90:2.  [Before the mountains were born, before You gave birth to the earth and the 
world, from eternity to eternity, You are God.] 
 And from this it further follows: 
    1.  That there is nothing in him that is past, present or future.  For 
these are only the aspects of time upon the subjects of time.  All things are therefore said to be 
present in front of him.  Eternity allows for no divisions.  It is a standing thing.  Things move 
swiftly in respect of themselves but in respect to God, he sees them in the same everlasting 
instant.  He looks neither backward or forward.  Past things are present with him and so are 
future things.  Therefore as the idea of the present has regard to succession, it is not 
compatible with him. 
    2.  That he is before, after and in all time.  I confess these ideas 
are improper but they serve to hint at something of his eternity to us.  He is before time for he 
made it.  Thus he is called the King of Ages as we read in I Timothy 1:17.  [Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen]  He is in 
all time, not as if he were subject to it because he co-exists with it even though it makes no 
parenthesis in his eternity because his being has no dependence upon it.  Thus the ideas of 
before, after and in time are improperly imputed to him as we read in Revelation 1:4 which says 
“…the One who is, who was, and who is coming…”  And is after it as we read in Isaiah 44:6 
which says “…I am the first and I am the last.” 
    3.  That he cannot grow old.  For what is it that names a thing as 
old but that it has continued for a length of time?  But God is never more ancient than himself, 



4 
 

nor is he any different than he was when he made the world, because he had then already been 
from eternity.  The Scripture indeed sometimes calls him the Ancient of Days and says that 
there is no end to his years, but this is to suit our conceptions which are incapable of thinking of 
eternity except under the idea of an infinite time.  Yet he who is not a subject of time cannot be 
old because age is measured by time. 
  (2.)  That he has no possibility of beginning, succession or ending of time.  And 
this is something more than to be so, he not only lives forever but he cannot die.  He is without 
any potentiality or passive power.  And so, the Messiah came under the revolutions of time 
which will be fully demonstrated in the next topic. 
 3.  Eternity is God, i.e. it is his prerogative alone to be eternal.  It is a title which belongs 
to none by the First Being.  All other things are the offspring of time.  But, to correctly 
understand this, we must distinguish somewhat between the different usages of the word 
eternity in Scripture.  Sometimes it is used for a set period of time, which continues for a long 
time but still falls within certain dates.  So the words forever and everlasting are used often in 
the Old Testament.  A person who served until the Year of Jubilee was said to serve forever as 
we see in Exodus 21:6.  [His master is to bring him to the judges and then bring him to the door 
or doorpost. His master must pierce his ear with an awl, and he will serve his master for life.]  
The ceremonial statutes are said to be forever as in Numbers 10:8.  [The sons of Aaron, the 
priests, are to sound the trumpets. Your use of these is a permanent statute throughout your 
generations.]  Eternity is distinguished by the repetition of these as forever and ever and from 
everlasting to everlasting.  Again, there are some creatures which are made for endless 
continuance and are accordingly made without any seeds of corruption in their make-up.  Such 
are all constant natures, as the third heaven, angels and the souls of men.  Because they shall 
actually remain forever and have natures which are incapable of decaying by outward created 
forces or being inwardly inclined to death, they are therefore in a sense said to be eternal, as 
being indeed actually everlasting.  Yet there is a vast difference between the everlasting-ness of 
these created beings and the eternity of God, for… 
  1.  All of them had a beginning.  They received their being by creation as we read 
in Genesis 1:1.  [In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.]  Of all secondary 
beings it may be said that once they were not.  Angels themselves, as glorious as they now are, 
once they did not exist.  They are indeed as old as time.  Time and they began in the same 
instant.  Thus they are called sons of the morning but follow them up through the measures of 
time and you shall come to that moment when they first burst out of the womb of non-entity 
and so they are not properly eternal which denies them being the Original. 
  2.  The have a succession in their being.  Their duration can be measured.  They 
do not, cannot enjoy an eternal now but instead they have a continuing now.  Being finite 
beings, all their adjuncts or qualities must be able to be measured and consequently have a 
duration.  Thus some theologians have made a distinction between eternity and eviternity.  
They link eternity to God and eviternity to those ever-enduring creatures.  Eviternity is different 
from eternity in that eviternity has a succession, which eternity does not.  For, though the sun, 
by whose revolutions we count up the present ages, shall cease to be, yet the creature’s 
duration will not cease.  Its everlasting-ness is necessarily progressive. 
  3.  They have a passive power which also renders them incapable of ending.  For 
though they have in them no tendency in their natures towards mortality nor can the whole 
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force of creation force mortality upon them, yet they are subject to God and that God which 
created them can also annihilate them.  They are dependent beings and continue in their 
existence at the mere pleasure of their creator.  God, as he spoke the word and they were 
made, can also speak them back into nothingness.  Yes, that they do not return to nothingness 
is because they are upheld by the word of his power as we see in Hebrews 1:3.  [The Son is the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of His nature, sustaining all things by His 
powerful word.]  And in this respect it is said that only God has immortality as we see in 
I Timothy 6:16.  […the only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; no one 
has seen or can see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might. Amen.]  They live by his courtesy. 

[2.]  To prove this attribute or to see that God is eternal.  Though Scripture’s 
testimony is enough to establish an Article of Faith (besides Psalm 90:2, Psalm 92:8, Psalm 
102:27 and John 8:58, there are many more), yet there are other cogent arguments to give 
evidence of it.  God must necessarily be eternal. 
   1.  Because God is an absolute and necessary being.  He is without a 
cause for his existence.  Absolute being is eternal.  That which one was not and now is must 
have a power working to give them being.  It could not be its own author and thus all beings 
existing in time are the result of a being which caused them.  Thus the Messiah proves his 
eternity by his absolute being as we read in John 8:58 which says “Jesus said to them, “I assure 
you: Before Abraham was, I am.””   
   2.  Because he was before time and there was nothing before that but 
eternity.  If he was when o created being was, he was before time, for this is, as we heard, is 
the measure of the creature’s duration and is therefore inseparable from the creature.  See 
Psalm 139:16 which says “Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written in 
Your book and planned before a single one of them began.”  He saw the creation in its non-
existence.  See Proverbs 8:23, 25, 26 which says “I was formed before ancient times, from the 
beginning, before the earth began.  I was delivered before the mountains and hills were 
established, before He made the land, the fields, or the first soil on earth.”  And should the 
creation return to its nothingness again, God would still be after it. 
   3.  Because God made time and all the things that are the subjects of 
time.  The creator must necessarily be eternal, for in creating things, he created time which is 
only an adjunct to them.  The make exists before the thing that is made.  All times are therefore 
said to be in his hand.  See Psalm 31:15.  [My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of 
mine enemies, and from them that persecute me. (King James Version)] 
   4.  If he is infinite, he must be eternal and that he is so has already been 
proved.  That an infinite being should be of finite duration is a contradiction, for what is eternity 
(if I may say so) but an infinite time or a continuation without boundaries? 
   5.  If God is unchangeable, he must be eternal.  That he is so, we shall 
next show to be true.  He cannot be unchangeable unless he is eternal.  For what greater 
change can there be than that which is in a state of not being to a state of being which is what 
he must have undergone if he was not eternal? 
   6.  If God is not eternal, then he must be originated.  His origination must 
either be by creation or generation.  In either of these ways, he must have an author or some 
power that could create that gave him his existence, but God is under obligation to no one.  See 
Romans 11:35 which says “Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be repaid?”  Yes, that 
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would be God and not he.  Yes, so he would be a subject capable either being annihilated or 
change, which is the imperfection of created or generated things, but God cannot either be 
annihilated or changed.  He is a being who is eternal and unmoving for his name is I AM as we 
read in Exodus 3:14.  [God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.”]   
 
 USE 1:  Here we see what a vast difference there is between God and the creature.  Of 
him and only him can it be said From everlasting to everlasting you are God!  He gave beginning 
to all things.  He himself alone is without beginning.  The best of men are but from yesterday 
and do not know where they shall be tomorrow.  See Job 8:9.  […since we were born only 
yesterday and know nothing.  Our days on earth are but a shadow.]  All creatures had an origin, 
all but a few shall have an ending, and how infinitely distant must he who is the Father of 
Eternity be from those who are the Children of Time? 
 
 USE 2:  See in this the reason why the Church of God stands in all ages.  It is because 
they have a God who is eternal who worked on their behalf.  This is therefore declared to be 
the happy privilege of his people in Deuteronomy 33:27 which says “The God of old is your 
dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  For, because he is, therefore all his 
perfections are eternal as we read in Isaiah 59:1.  [Indeed, the Lord’s hand is not too short to 
save, and His ear is not too deaf to hear.]  Their refuge therefore remains and as long as their 
Rock lives, how can they be miserable?  Because their God lives, they will never lack a refuge. 
 
 USE 3:  Learn then how fearful a thing it must be for anyone to have this God as their 
enemy.  When the apostle would set out their miserable unhappiness, he mentions God under 
the title of the living God as we read in Hebrews 10:31 which says “It is a terrifying thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God!”  Living directs the attention to his eternity.  When God 
himself speaks of taking vengeance on sinners and wishes to make the threat more stupefying, 
he puts sinners in mind of this attribute.  See Deuteronomy 32:40.  [I raise My hand to heaven 
and declare: As surely as I live forever]  For if he is eternal, then their punishments must be 
endless.  For as long as he and they exist, they must expect to have him for their enemy.  And 
this may well cause sinners dismay and cause them to say as we read in Isaiah 33:14 which says 
“Who among us can dwell with ever-burning flames?”  And let this be a loud wake-up call to 
those that are in their natural state to hurry to make their peace with this God for fear you will 
fall under the weight of his wrath.  Once it is kindled into a fire against you, it will never go out 
again but will be blown by the breath of an everlasting God into a fire that will burn without 
end.  Beware of falling into his hands unless you want eternal misery to be yours forever. 
 
 USE 4:  This may teach us where to go for eternal life and show us the foolishness of all 
who look for it elsewhere.  Here is an object which is eternally good and eternally great.  Well 
might the disciples stay with the Messiah for this reason when others left him.  See John 6.  All 
other objects of trust are temporary and for that very reason must sooner or later fail to meet 
the expectations of those that rely on them.  They are the products of time and can give no 
claim to eternity.  How then can they be suitable and sufficient for the happiness of the children 
of men?  Remember, you have an immortal substance I you and were made for an everlasting 
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duration.  If you do not have an object that will remain forever, your hope and happiness must 
expire and endless misery will inhabit you.  Hurry then to get a claim to the love and favor of 
this God and remember it must be done now.  Young ones, you stand on the brink of eternity.  
The least touch will nudge you over into it.  Make sure then, before it is too late, that he is 
yours and so everlasting mercies will be your inheritance. 
 
 USE 5:  Let me here congratulate the admirable happiness of all those who have made 
this God their trust.  It is a poor happiness that stretches no further than the thread of a frail life 
and greater than this is not to be had among all creatures, for they cannot give what they do 
not have.  But the one whose faith is built upon Jehovah has eternal happiness.  He will save 
you with an everlasting salvation.  He has everlasting strength to perform it for you as we read 
in Isaiah 26:4 which says “Trust in the Lord forever, because in [God], the Lord, is an everlasting 
rock!”  And he has everlasting love to lavish on you, as we read in Jeremiah 31:3 which says “I 
have loved you with an everlasting love.”  And he has everlasting mercies to confer as we read 
in Psalm 103:17 which says “But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him. [King James Version]”  Rejoice then in your portion because being God 
being infinite, you can feel no lack in the fruition of it.  Because God being everlasting, you can 
never be deserted by this happiness, nor will it ever fail.  How then can you chose but be 
blessed by happiness forever, even in the world without end. 
 
June 18, 1689 
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