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Lesson 21 

Question 4 (continued) 
What is God? 

Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 

From Lecture 17: 
It would be advantageous for our better inquiry into the divine attributes to determine a 
suitable distribution of them.  Various theologians have various methods.  Some divide them in 
negatives, removing all imperfections from God.  Some divide them into relatives, as revealed 
by some relationship which he bears to the creature.  Some divide them into positives, 
attributing various perfections to him.  Others, not differing from the previously mentioned, 
differ but in terms, attributing them to him by way of causality, remotion [being remote or 
removing] and eminency.  Others divide them in goodness and greatness.  Others into the 
attributes which shine forth by themselves, considering God as the complete and perfect First 
Being or such attributes as appear in his ability to work powerfully.  I normally chose this last 
method but the method of the catechism leads me to another method.  I shall therefore take 
up the attributes in the description and assign them their proper ideas as I pass through the 
description.  For others not named here, they may be taken notice of later in their proper 
places.  In this description we may observe three sorts of attributes.  1.  A genus [classification] 
is attributed to him by analogy, in that he is called a spirit.  2.  Three divine qualities are 
negatively expressed, these being infinite, etc. 3. Six divine powers and virtues are expressed.  
These may be spoken to in order. 

1.  WISDOM 

We have been considering the divine qualities.  What next and finally follows in the 
description are the virtues of God.  Generally concerning this, we are to observe that all the 
divine qualities are to be attributed to each of God’s virtues as well as to his being itself.  Indeed 
every one of them together are nothing more than his being!  These virtues and qualities are 
comprehended by us in various degrees.  It is by these qualities that the virtues of God are 
distinguished from the virtues in men and angels, which are called by the same name.  We 
attribute as being so wisdom, etc. to some creatures but we do not put the descriptor of 
infinite, etc. upon them.  Add infinite to the description of a quality and that speaks of it being 
divine.  As to the being or essence of God, we have already discussed it and discussed how 
these properties belong to his being.  It has been revealed through asserting and proving them 
to be God for indeed they are such attributes as result from consideration of God as the most 
absolute First Being.  How we may attribute these divine qualities to these virtues is plain if we 
consider what it is to be infinite, etc.  Then we put the title of infinite to his wisdom, etc. and 
that, if his being is so, then that these qualities must be so, is plain because whatever is in God 
is God.  It would disparage his divine nature to attribute anything to him that is not like himself.  
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Therefore it remains only of speak of these individually and there are six of them asserted here 
concerning God as being qualities which more eminently display him. 

1.  The first of these is wisdom of which take this description:  It is God, by one simple 
and eternal act, both knowing himself and all possible beings, and imagining and ordering all 
future things in the best manner.  The word wisdom is sometimes taken in a restrained sense 
and then it intends properly a skill of choosing and applying the means suitably to reach an end.  
Sometimes this in regards to a larger scope and then it includes all knowledge universally and in 
this respect, we call a man of great knowledge a wise man.  Thus, after our own manner, we 
may apply it to God.  In man, we take notice of several faculties which are, in him, so many 
principles or powers and in these we observe several virtues that adorn them.  The principle 
faculties in the rational soul are the understanding and the will and in these are the intellectual 
and moral virtues.  Among the intellectual virtues, wisdom is the chief and, taken in its full 
reach, it includes them all.  Because God is the most intelligent being, we attribute such virtues 
to him as can be found in such agents.  Yes, he assumes them for himself.  This attribute of 
wisdom is therefore given to him in Scripture frequently.  Yes, it is appropriated to him in 
I Timothy 1:17 where he is called the only wise God.  This is because there is no one so wise as 
God.  He IS wisdom and its very source.  The ocean of wisdom originates in him and it is only 
some small rivulets of it that flow from him to angels and men.  We are therefore directed to 
him to find wisdom as we see in James 1:5..[ Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God, who gives to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him.]  And 
because there is no other intellectual virtue mentioned in the description, we may therefore 
take it in the largest sense as it is described, so that we here take the wisdom and knowledge of 
God for the same thing.  This is sometimes also called his understanding.  See Proverbs 8:14 [I 
possess good advice and competence; I have understanding and strength.], which are the 
words of the Son of God, who is God.  Therefore in regards to describing this attribute, I have 
referred to both that knowledge which is called theoretical, being more general in scope, and 
that which is called practical, it being more particularly called wisdom, and I shall provide a 
short explanation of each of them. 

[1]  We attribute to God a theoretical wisdom, which theologians call Scientia 
simplicis intelligentie [literally:  knowledge of simple intelligence; in this usage, omniscience] 
and in regards to this, there are two things attributed in the description. 

1.  That God has a thorough and perfect knowledge of himself or his own 
being and his glorious perfections.  One thing belongs to wisdom and that is that it has a very 
large reach or vast comprehension.  Wise men do know more than others do.  Now there is 
nothing that exhibits God’s understanding more extensively than that he knows himself, that he 
grasps in his perception the whole expanse of his own infinite and incomprehensible being.  For 
this reason his wisdom is said to be infinite.  See Psalm 147:5.  [Our Lord is great, vast in power; 
His understanding is infinite.]  God only knows himself as he is.  Angels and men know only a 
small portion of God.  He knows his own thoughts and his thoughts are himself.  Yes, he is 
understanding itself.  See Proverbs 8:14.  [I possess good advice and competence; I have 
understanding and strength.]  If this wisdom then is God, it must be of an equal extension with 
God or else it could not be he himself. 

2.  That he also perfectly knows all possible beings.  He not only 
understands what has been and what shall be, but also what might be or what is capable of 
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being.  When God passed his eternal decree, which will be discussed at a later point, he did not 
intend to do all that he was able to do. When he made the works of creation, there was still the 
residue of the Spirit with him as we read in Malachi 2:15.  [Didn’t the one God make us with a 
remnant of His life-breath?]  And he knew what that was.  God knows his own power, which is 
the subject which all these possibilities refer back to.  God could have made more worlds and 
an innumerable number of more kinds of creatures.  God has a vision of these in his vast 
understanding.  How else could there be a deliberation and a choice in and about his ability to 
work in power.  This is fully attributed to him in Ephesians 1:11 which says, “We have also 
received an inheritance in Him, predestined according to the purpose of the One who works 
out everything in agreement with the decision of His will.”  God’s omnipotence, in which he has 
the idea of possible things, is himself.  Therefore if he knows himself, he must necessarily know 
both what is possible and the beings which are possible.  Thus, the Scripture frequently tells us 
of things which God can do even though he never intends to give being to them.  Now this 
wisdom of God properly belongs to the consideration of his divine essence, for, because he is 
the most absolute First Being, he must necessarily be the Being with the most understanding.  If 
he is God, then he must be most wise. 

[2]  We also attribute to God a practical wisdom and that is seen in his imagining 
and ordering all future things after the best manner.  This is what theologians call Scientia 
Visionis [literally, knowledge of vision; in this usage, read as foreknowledge].  As the 
arrangement of all things belongs to his will (as we shall discuss at a later point), so the 
imagining and ordering thereof properly belongs to his wisdom.  The Scripture speaks of the 
multi-faceted wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10) [This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 
be made known through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavens.] which is not 
intended of it as it is in God but as it appears in the various revelations which are made of it in 
the things themselves.  I could speak endlessly of this but I shall only point out a few of the 
comprehensive kinds of it, that is to say… 

1.  In his assigning of all things to their various ends.  A wise agent always 
resolves some end toward which he works.  He does nothing without purpose.  He then reveals 
his wisdom in his allotment of the means with respect to achieving his ends.  There is one 
common end to which all things have an ultimate respect and that is the glory of God.  See 
Proverbs 16:4, which says “The Lord has prepared everything for His purpose—even the wicked 
for the day of disaster.”  And in order to achieve his ultimate end, there are many subordinate 
ends to which these and those are appointed.  Now the setting of these in order, connecting 
them in descending order and understanding their relationship to the ultimate end is an 
important revelation of this wisdom.  We read of such a connection in Hosea 2:21, 22 which 
says “On that day I will respond—this is the Lord’s declaration. I will respond to the sky, and it 
will respond to the earth.  The earth will respond to the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and 
they will respond to Jezreel.” 

2.  In that he suits an idea in his mind to be exactly harmonious to the 
best advancement of these ends.  A wise workman prepares a schedule for his work and plans 
out the whole plan in his mind in which every piece and part of his work is worked out.  He 
designs how it is to be begun and finished in concert with the other parts and the more 
harmonious and regulated this imaginary plan is, the greater is the wisdom of the one who 
plans it.  The planning therefore belongs to the master workman since he has the greatest 
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attention to detail for it.  Such a plan God had in his mind from the beginning of eternity.  He 
planned it out in his own head using the best counsel and therefore we read in Acts 15:18, 
“…Known from the ages to God are all His works.” [Young’s Literal Translation]  And we are 
given to understand that all things are done according to this plan of his.  See Ephesians 1:11.  
[We have also received an inheritance[a] in Him, predestined according to the purpose of the 
One who works out everything in agreement with the decision of His will.]   

3.  Thus, this wisdom further is seen and appears as evidence in the 
workmanship itself, for example in the making of reality, the whole world and everything in it.  
We read in Psalm 104:24, “How countless are Your works, Lord!  In wisdom You have made 
them all; the earth is full of Your creatures.”  Creation shows the imprint of his almighty power 
in producing such a world out of nothing, and of goodness in giving being and usefulness to so 
many creatures, but his wonderful wisdom also.  This wisdom is admirably astonishing, whether 
we look at it as a whole or in parts.  If we take any one little piece of it, even if it is only a pile of 
grass which we walk over without thought, why it has more mysteries in than the most 
educated philosopher is able to analyze.  A poor fly or a dust mite is the subject of 
unaccountable problems which will not only puzzle but stump the most curious scientist in 
regards to how its internal organs, senses, physical processes and very motion can be contrived 
in such a small creature.  So if we look at men, the masterpiece of the visible creation, what 
have we but a mountain of riddles?  His very body is a source of wonder.  See Psalm 139:14 
which says “I will praise You because I have been remarkably and wonderfully made.”  The 
unbelieving anatomist can read the existence of God into the human body and was transported 
to sing praises to God because of it.  Consider the construction of this great ‘machine’, how 
harmoniously each piece of it is placed together and that among its uncountable number of 
parts there Is none incorrectly placed or useless!  The truth is that this is a matter for endless 
contemplation and we must say that the one who did all this was infinitely wise.. 

4.  In the divinely foreseen management of the world and all its affairs, 
the keeping of all things in order, conducting them to their ends so as to bring all things to 
actual accomplishment, the keeping of all the wheels in motion with regularity and none going 
amiss.  This is an amazing piece of infinite wisdom.  This would be enough to declare him God if 
all had been as right as it was when God first made it but it is even more admirable since the fall 
of man whose apostasy (being one of the principal players in the creation) has put creation so 
far from what it was created to be.  It is the wisdom of God which displays itself in that the sun 
knows his own rising and setting; the uncountable stars attend to their various motions; that 
the creatures, both those with and without self-awareness, know their times and observe them 
accurately.  And this in spite of man, revolting from the rule of God; seeking to bring confusion 
on the whole; turning himself from choosing his great end and abusing the creatures in his care 
so as to strengthen himself in his revolt.  God, in spite of this, teaches and does not miss his 
own glorious purposes but makes all the wrong service his ends.  He is glorified through them 
and recovers the glory of his abused mercies.  Something of this is seen now and then in the 
present, which forces out confessions of it from his very enemies.  But it will be seen in 
completeness in the day of revelation when we shall see the full accomplishment of the 
Scripture as we read in Psalm 76:10 which says “Even human wrath will praise You; You will 
clothe Yourself with their remaining wrath.”  It is a necessarily wish pilot that can steer steadily 
through such a storm. 
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5.  In the happy contrivance of man’s redemption.  In this Paul tells us 
that the manifold wisdom of God is known.  See Ephesians 4:10.  [The One who descended is 
also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.]  Divine 
wisdom as well as divine power was required to be exerted in the breaking up of the chief plot 
of the devil, who has so subtly plotted the ruin of man by bringing him under the sentence of 
death.  In this the justice of God and his holiness were deeply concerned and engaged in order 
to find and bring about a way in which sin could be punished and yet the sinner pardoned.  In 
which justice might triumph and yet mercy be exalted.  In which God’s holiness appears in his 
not enduring sin and his grace shines out in his inexpressible love to the sinner.  This is called a 
great mystery and angels themselves are students in it.  So great is the depth of wisdom 
contained in it that the Messiah, the subject on which it centers, is for this reason named 
Wonderful.  See Isaiah 9:6.  [For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the 
government will be on His shoulders.  He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.] 

Thus we have considered the object of this wisdom.  But, besides that, we have in the 
description, a further account of it in respect to the act, that is to say that he does all this by 
one simple and eternal act.  He does not do it by successive acts as men do or my multiplied act 
but all at once.  Nor is this a group of compound acts consisting of many part, as the actions of 
created beings are, but wholly without divisible parts.  The things seen and planned are many 
but the plan is singular and was planned in its entirety in eternity itself as we read in the 
previously cited Acts 15:17-18.  […declares the Lord who does these things, known from long 
ago.]  And nothing more needs to be said as evidence for this assertion but the consideration 
that all of God’s attributes are himself.  If therefore he is a singular (uncompounded) and 
eternal being, then his wisdom must be so also.  Because he is infinite, then his wisdom must be 
of so vast a comprehension as to be able to grasp everything at once and in its entirety.  If we 
are not able to discern or give an account of how these things can be, then it is nothing to 
wonder at if we consider the narrowness of our understanding and the shallowness of our 
wisdom.  It may be sufficient to satisfy us that it is so with God because he is God and not man. 

USE 1:  Learn from this how worth the works of God are of our contemplation and admiration.  
Wisdom is that which commends any that have it to others.  It gains their applause and wonder.  
Indeed it has so much radiance and splendor in it that it cannot do anything less than surprise 
those who see it.   Solomon tells us in Ecclesiastes 8:1, “Who is like the wise person, and who 
knows the interpretation of a matter? A man’s wisdom brightens his face, and the sternness of 
his face is changed.”  The wisdom of God then is a suitable object for the reasoning creature to 
occupy his thoughts with and observe closely.  This is not to be seen by us in its essence and 
with a direct gaze since the light of it is too dazzling for our weak eyes.  But the reflections of it 
that are made in creation and providence (in which it is so admirably imprinted) will lead us by 
the hand and present us with precious discoveries which will astonish us greatly.  It is the 
psalmist’s remark in Psalm 111:2 which says “The Lord’s works are great, studied by all who 
delight in them.”  Certainly one this that engages us is an admirable curiosity about them, 
which reveal the accurate and astonishing strokes of divine wisdom that can be discovered 
there.  The study of these things would greatly help us to honor and adore this God, to love him 
and to trust in him.  Man’s Sabbath was at first given to him to separate himself to this use of 
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his time.  It will cost us time and labor but the profit will recompense us for it all.  There is no 
day which passes that does not give us an occasion to make remarks upon it.  And, if our hearts 
are right, we shall see so much of the wisdom of God that we will be abundantly satisfied in the 
wisdom of that which we cannot penetrate.  It will make us acknowledge the reason is not the 
lacking of wisdom in the thing but in the darkness that is upon our understanding and we will 
say as did Job in Job 37:19, “Teach us what we should say to Him; we cannot prepare our case 
because of our darkness.” 

USE 2:  This should teach us both to commit the management of all our concerns to God and to 
adore his wisdom in all the changes which come to us in this life.  It is not for man to direct his 
own way.  We are not wise enough to know what is best for us and, if left to our own choices, 
we would soon ruin ourselves.  Here then is the encouragement to freely place ourselves into 
the hands of God and leave ourselves entirely at his disposal.  We can do this because he is 
infinitely wise and knows how to direct everything to his glory and our best good.  There can be 
no situation so intricate and perplexing but he easily sees the way through it as we read in 
Proverbs 16:3 which says “Commit your activities to the Lord, and your plans will be achieved.”  
This will also serve to quiet our minds under the darkest scenarios which take place at any time.  
We can remember that all the affairs of the entire person are managed by him according to his 
prudent counsel in which he has laid out all in the best way to bring about his most holy 
purposes.  Though we cannot see the where they will lead, yet God knows.  And as nothing is 
overlooked in accomplishing his purpose, so he does nothing rashly but only with mature 
deliberation.  How greatly should this silence and comfort us!  We never begin to find fault with 
any providence which happens to us but in so doing, criticize the infinite wisdom of God.  Let 
him who contends with his maker be prepared to answer for it! 

USE 3:  Here also we are advised where to go for wisdom to guide us in our entire way.  To 
whom should we go to  but the all-wise God?  It is to him we are directed by the Spirit of God as 
we read in James 1:5 which says “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him.”  There are three arguments 
contained in these words to urge this advice to us: 

1.  Consider.  You want wisdom.  You cannot do without it.  To serve God, to do the 
duties of believers, to carry it through in all the relationships you carry, to know how to order 
your conversation in all things so as to honor the Gospel, to live among men in a way that 
honors God and adorns your profession of faith; all these thing require a great deal of wisdom 
and you have nothing of the true wisdom in yourselves naturally.  Man indeed wants to be 
thought wise but he is born as the wild asses colt.  [This is a reference to Job 11:12 which reads 
in the King James version as For vain men would be wise, though man be born like a wild ass's 
colt.]  The title which Scripture puts on a natural man is fool and though there are some 
principles of wisdom in the regenerated believer, still there is much foolishness remaining even 
in them. 

2.  God has enough wisdom to give to as many as want it.  He is not only infinitely wise 
in himself but he can make those who come to him for it wise as well, as much as they need.  
He is called the Father of Lights.  He is the fountain which can send out streams.  He can give 
light to your understanding and fill it with the light of spiritual knowledge.  He can convey into 
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those who ask every good and perfect gift.  All the wisdom that has appeared so eminently in 
any person was derived from him.  He made them wise. 

3.  He gives freely to discerning petitioners.  A fountain does not more freely share its 
waters that God shares his wisdom to those who ask it of him.  He was extremely pleased with 
Solomon that he asked wisdom from God rather than any other thing and so he gave it to 
Solomon liberally.  There is no one who lacks wisdom unless he did not ask for it or because 
they do not ask in faith.  Let us then covet to be like God in this and to long for and seek after 
heavenly wisdom.  To that end, let us always be waiting at his messages, being present for his 
counsel, opening our hearts to receive his influences.  Thus, shall we have a wisdom to which 
the world is a stranger.  Even such a wisdom that will make us wise to the point of achieving 
salvation. 

August 13, 1689 
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