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Lesson 22 

Question 4 (continued) 
What is God? 

Answer: 
God is a spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth 

From Lecture 17: 
It would be advantageous for our better inquiry into the divine attributes to determine a 
suitable distribution of them.  Various theologians have various methods.  Some divide them in 
negatives, removing all imperfections from God.  Some divide them into relatives, as revealed 
by some relationship which he bears to the creature.  Some divide them into positives, 
attributing various perfections to him.  Others, not differing from the previously mentioned, 
differ but in terms, attributing them to him by way of causality, remotion [being remote or 
removing] and eminency.  Others divide them in goodness and greatness.  Others into the 
attributes which shine forth by themselves, considering God as the complete and perfect First 
Being or such attributes as appear in his ability to work powerfully.  I normally chose this last 
method but the method of the catechism leads me to another method.  I shall therefore take 
up the attributes in the description and assign them their proper ideas as I pass through the 
description.  For others not named here, they may be taken notice of later in their proper 
places.  In this description we may observe three sorts of attributes.  1.  A genus [classification] 
is attributed to him by analogy, in that he is called a spirit.  2.  Three divine qualities are 
negatively expressed, these being infinite, etc. 3. Six divine powers and virtues are expressed.  
These may be spoken to in order. 

2.  POWER 

The next of the divine virtues to be considered is power.  We will describe it in this way: 
Power is God, able to do what he will do or can will.  In order for us to take up a correct 
understanding of this attribute, let us consider the following: 

1.   That power, when considered in the most general and comprehensive sense, is 
nothing other than God’s all sufficiency.  This has already been considered.  Firstly under the 
general heading  under which we considered the knowledge of God and his back.  In this regard, 
it includes all the attributes discussed under it.  In our conception we could separate God into 
genus both in regards to his essence and his substance or reality.  So, the word power is used in 
Scripture sometimes for God’s sufficiency as we read in Genesis 17:1 which says “I am God 
Almighty…”  In our mode and method of expressing things, this is the prima potentia [literally 
“first power”; read as animating power] of God, antecedent and leading to our consideration of 
his knowledge and will. 

2.  There is an aspect of power of execution which we credit to God or a power of 
performance which reveals itself in his works of power to act.  Therefore the doctrine of it 
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properly belongs to that heading in general for, when we see what God has done, we are 
thereby led to conclude he is omnipotent.  This follows upon and flows from his all sufficiency 
and is one of the perfections in which it is manifested.  This power is mentioned in Psalm 115:3 
[Our God is in heaven and does whatever He pleases.].  We grasp it in this order; we first look 
upon God as able (Ephesians 3:20 [Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that we 
ask or think according to the power that works in us—]), that is he is all sufficient, then by his 
wisdom and will he determines what to do (Ephesians 1:11 [We have also received an 
inheritance in Him, predestined according to the purpose of the One who works out everything 
in agreement with the decision of His will…]) and then powerfully to effect or bring about what 
he has so resolved as we read in Psalm 135:6 which says “[The Lord] does whatever He pleases 
in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all the depths.” 

3.  That this executional omnipotence of God is nothing more than his effective will for 
the will of God, since it is an effective principle or power to cause things, can be considered as 
containing an irresistible omnipotence.  See Romans 9:19 [You will say to me, therefore, “Why 
then does He still find fault? For who can resist His will?”] and Psalm 33:9 which says “For He 
spoke, and it came into being; 
He commanded, and it came into existence.”  Therefore it cannot be properly said that God 
wills to do anything which he does not cause by his omnipotence, for it is his will, which differs 
from his power only in our ideas or it is his omnipotent will which does all things. 

4.  Power is attributed to God as an active quality.  God is pure act and therefore he 
does not have a passive power in himself.  We must not think that God has sometimes ceased 
to act and that he then afterwards, by his power, set himself then to work.  And yet our concept 
necessarily looks upon God as having as a virtue that he is a cause or of communicating his 
power or ability to work to effects.  There is no power in God which is distinct from his essence 
for his essence is that power by which he is omnipotent as, for example, it is by mercy that he is 
merciful.  God’s active power is therefore best understood by us as it relates to the creature 
which is capable of receiving the impression which it did not have previously.  Thus, this power 
of God is said not to be in respect of God himself but with reference to the things which are 
affected.  See Matthew 19:26 which says “…but with God all things are possible.” 

Having premised these things, I now come to consider this attribute as expressed in the 
description, that is to say that it is God, able to do what he will do or can will.  Here I shall only 
point you to the account which Scripture give us of it.  We may take in these particulars: 

1.  There is no one and nothing stronger than God.  Among all beings right from the 
start, there is none whose power equals much less exceeds that belonging to God.  There are 
many strong beings in the creation.  Angels are might beings and that includes both the good 
and bad angels.  Satan is called a strong man in Luke 11:21 [When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his estate, his possessions are secure.] and the Prince of the Power of the Air in 
Ephesians 2:2.  One angel is able to cope with all the powers of flesh and blood and where 
Satan has erected his throne, all the world cannot force him out.  But put all the strength of 
creation together and it will not exceed God’s.  See I Corinthians 10:22 which says “Or are we 
provoking the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?” 

2.  God is mightier than all created beings.  He is not only equal to them but infinitely 
above them in power.  We read in Job 40:9, “Do you have an arm like God’s?  Can you thunder 
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with a voice like His?” and in Job 41:10, “No one is ferocious enough to rouse Leviathan; who 
then can stand against Me?”  He is stronger than any other.  Men’s strength is in shown in their 
arms and thus, arms are used to describe God and his arms are incomparable.  See Psalm 89:19.  
[You once spoke in a vision to Your loyal ones and said: “I have granted help to a warrior; I have 
exalted one chosen[a] from the people.] 

3. Those things which are weak in us are stronger that the greatest strength of all 
creatures when they are attributed to him.  Things which are feeble in the creature have more 
strength than all the world when spoken of in him.  See I Corinthians 1:25 which says “…and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”  We have only a little strength in one of our 
fingers but he made the heavens with his fingers.  See Psalm 8:3. [When I observe Your 
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You set in place]  He casts out 
demons.  See Luke 11:20.  [If I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God 
has come to you.]  What can we do with a breath or a word?  See Psalm 33:9.  [For He spoke, 
and it came into being; He commanded, and it came into existence.]  See Genesis 1.  A frown or 
an angry look from a mortal man is no great matter but God sends a world of men to hell by it.  
See Psalm 80:16 which says “…they perish at the rebuke of Your countenance.”  These 
expressions are purposely used to show us how worthy his omnipotence is. 

4.  His power is irresistible.  There is no way to withstand it.  It is vain for the whole 
world to combine themselves against it or come together to oppose it.  See Job 23:13 which 
says “But He is unchangeable; who can oppose Him?  He does what He desires.”  If he has 
decided to do something, he dares the whole world to stop him if they can.  See Isaiah 14:27 
[The Lord of Hosts Himself has planned it; therefore, who can stand in its way?  It is His hand 
that is outstretched, so who can turn it back?] and Isaiah 43:13 [Also, from today on I am He 
alone, and none can deliver from My hand.  I act, and who can reverse it?”  He announces what 
it is in his mind to do and challenges all the powers of earth and hell to defeat him if they are 
able. 

5.  All created power is nothing and less than nothing when compared with his.  There 
are powers among created beings and they can do much if he permits them.  We see the 
effects of this in the world but if we toss them onto one side of a scale against his power, they 
will not even tilt the scale.  It is as if they were a light layer of dust.  See Isaiah 40:17 which says 
“All the nations are as nothing before Him; they are considered by Him as nothingness and 
emptiness.”  If there were a thousand times more power in the created beings than there is at 
present, it would still be nothing.  It is a zero.  In a word, the power of God exceeds the created 
being’s knowledge.  See Psalm 50:11.  [I know every bird of the mountains, and the creatures of 
the field are Mine.] 

6.  Thus there are two things in which the extent of this power is expressed, that is to 
say… 

1.  That he can do everything that he wills to do.  No matter what his holy 
pleasure shall be, he always does it powerfully and uncontrolled by anyone.  See Psalm 115:3.  
[Our God is in heaven and does whatever He pleases.]  He never decided or desired to do 
anything which he was not able to accomplish.  He never started something that he did not 
finish no matter how great it was.  See Job 23:14.  [He will certainly accomplish what He has 
decreed for me, and He has many more things like these in mind.] 
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2.  That he can do all things which he wills to do.  Thus, his power reaches not 
only to the things which exist but to all possibilities.  There exists not only the world which he 
made through his deliberations but thousands of beings which he could have made.  For, when 
God made the world, he did not use up all his power but had the remnant of the Spirit.  See 
Malachi 2:15 [Didn’t the one God make us with a remnant of His life-breath?] and Matthew 3:8 
[Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance.] [I think this is an error.  Sorry]  Nor is all 
the capacity of creation able to comprehend the vast extent of this omnipotence of God. 

3.  There are clear and convincing revelations of this divine omnipotence in the 
works God has done.  If God works to do all, it is thus evident that he can work all.  He is the 
cause of all causes.  He has the virtue and the power of all causes in him.  Thus the psalmist says 
in Psalm 86:5, 10 which says “For You, Lord, are kind and ready to forgive, rich in faithful love to 
all who call on You…For You are great and perform wonders; You alone are God.”  There are 
three clear revelations in particular of God’s omnipotence in his power to work. 

1.  In the production of the world.  And what a world!  In it there are so 
many beings and creatures.  A world so vast in size, made as a fine tapestry, containing so many 
admirable pieces of workmanship in it.  Consider that all these were made without pre-existing 
matter!  He made the world without having an existing foundation upon which to lay it.  To 
make something out of nothing and then out of this something to make all things is a glorious 
demonstration of his power.  One who could give being to such things, so great and so many 
beings which at one time had no being; what is there that such a one is not able to do?  
Therefore God uses this argument to strengthen the faith of his people in him in the times of 
deepest distress when they are about to sink under discouragement.  See Isaiah 40:27, 28 
[Jacob, why do you say, and Israel, why do you assert: “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my 
claim is ignored by my God”?  Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  [The Lord] is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the whole earth. He never grows faint or weary; there is no limit 
to His understanding.] and Isaiah 45:11, 12 which says ““This is what the Lord, the Holy One of 
Israel and its Maker, says: “Ask Me what is to happen to My sons, and instruct Me about the 
work of My hands. I made the earth, and created man on it.  It was My hands that stretched out 
the heavens, and I commanded all their host.”” 

2.  The fulfilling of all his gracious promises to his people.  He never spoke 
a word to them which he did not then perform and perform it in every point, circumstance of 
time, persons and every event.  And he did this notwithstanding all the obstructions, seeming 
impossibilities, powerfully contrived plots and confederacies that have been formed against 
them.  Everything conspiring against God’s plans has been dashed to pieces and broken, utterly 
defeated and came to nothing.  All his promises have come to pass in spite of everything that 
has come against them.  We have examples of this in Pharaoh, Ben-hadad, Sennacherib and 
many others recorded in Scripture.  Yes, for this reason God has been prone to allow his people 
to be reduced to their last gasp, until they had nothing left but the promise to rely upon so that 
he might take that occasion to prove worthy his almighty power to them. 

3.  The execution of this threats on his proudest enemies.  The 
observation ”Who has ever resisted God and prospered?” is a witness to his almighty power.  It 
is a witness that God can look upon the strongest combinations of men that form against him 
and laugh at them and hold them in derision.  It is a witness that he can dare them to do their 
worst and warn them that their efforts will be fruitless.  He gives being to the threats as we 
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read in Isaiah 8:9, 10 which says “Band together, peoples, and be broken; pay attention, all you 
distant lands; prepare for war, and be broken; prepare for war, and be broken.  Devise a plan; it 
will fail.  Make a prediction; it will not happen. For God is with us.”  It speaks to his power being 
unconquerable.  For this reason, God endures them, allowing them to prosper and arrive at the 
heights of success, pride and self-confidence.  He, in his providence, raises them to dizzying 
heights that he may give a terrible example of this attribute in their destruction.  See 
Exodus 9:16 which says “However, I have let you live for this purpose: to show you My power 
and to make My name known in all the earth.” 

7.  When the Scripture speaks of some things which it says God cannot do, it is in no way 
contradictory to this attribute of his omnipotence but rather confirms us in the belief in it.  
Therefore, here we are to consider the things in which such assertions are laid down.  We shall 
readily see a satisfying reason for them.  Let these rules then be here observed on this account: 

1.  There are some things done by men arise from their imperfections and indeed 
argue that they are imperfect.  These things, then, God cannot do, not because he lacks the 
power but by reason of his power.  When we read that God cannot lie, it does argue that he is 
weak but it argues that he is infinitely perfect.  God therefore cannot swerve from his own 
Rules or cross his nature because he is a God of holiness and truth.  Men, through weakness, 
can swerve from the Rule.  Sin is thus called a falling short as we see in Romans 3:23 [For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.] but because God has no weakness, but is instead 
omnipotent, he cannot lie or deceive or sin. 

2.  There are some things which God cannot do by reason of impossibility in the 
things.  This in no way weakens his power.  There are two sorts of impossibilities to be 
observed. 

1.  There are some things impossible to nature.  Nature in its nature has 
its powers limited and regulated and there are boundaries beyond which it cannot pass.  Such 
things we therefore call impossible but these things are easy with the God of nature.  Nature 
cannot but God can and did cause a virgin to conceive.  Nature cannot produce the fruits of the 
earth for our nourishment except through a succession of events and time but the Messiah by 
his divine power could cause the loaves and fish to multiply immediately. 

2.  Other things are impossible in nature.  This is not because of a lack of 
power in God but by reason of incapacity and inconsistency in the subject; the doing of the 
thing inferring an impossibility.  The rules of art are eternal and unchangeable principles which 
therefore cannot be nullified.  It is impossible that there should be an effect without a cause, an 
adjunct without a subject.  God cannot make a thing to be and not to be at the same time, 
place and respect.  Or a thing done and not done.  God cannot make a contradiction true 
because then he would nullify his own infinite wisdom, which he cannot do.  In a word, 
whatever God cannot do is because either of a lack of entity or goodness, it cannot be the 
object of his will. 

3.  Theologians observe from Scripture a twofold power credited to God, that is 
to say…. 

1.  An unlimited and absolute power by virtue of which he can do all 
possible things, even those things which he never actually does.  We read of this power in 
Matthew 3:9 which says “And don’t presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones!” 
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2.  A power which orders.  This is not a power different from that in Point 
1 above, but considering that power God has been pleased to set limits or bounds to it within 
the Decree in respect to his use of the power in his works by use of his power.  It is certain that 
he has by an eternal purpose determined in himself everything that will be done in the passage 
of time.  This unalterably fixed the limits between things merely possible and things definitely in 
the future.  It is with respect to this limitation that it is sometimes said in Scripture that God 
could not do some things.  Thus we read that God could not destroy Sodom until Lot had left it, 
that the Messiah could not do many miracles in his own country because of their unbelief, etc.  
Not that his power was lessened in these respects but because his purpose and sometimes his 
promise had tied his hands.  His will was otherwise and God pursues his will in all that he does.  
See Ephesians 1:11.  [We have also received an inheritance[a] in Him, predestined according to 
the purpose of the One who works out everything in agreement with the decision of His will.] 

USE 1:  Learn how vain it is for anyone to attempt to resist God.  There is no opposing his 
omnipotence, no striving against the one who is almighty even though this is what ever sinner 
does every time they sin.  See Job 15:25, 26 which says “For he has stretched out his hand 
against God and has arrogantly opposed the Almighty.  He rushes headlong at Him with his 
thick, studded shields.”  Know that every time you dare to commit a sin, you throw a challenge 
in the face of God to come and fight you if he dares.  Do you know whom it is you dare to face 
in battle armor?  It is as if briars and thorns went to battle with a consuming forest fire!  Would 
a worm rise up against a lion?  Every time you are tempted to sin, as yourselves the question 
we read in I Corinthians 10:22, “Or are we provoking the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than 
He?”  You will doubtless come out on the worse end of it.  See Job 9:4 which says “God is wise 
and all-powerful.  Who has opposed Him and come out unharmed?”  Ask the damned in Hell 
who were once as rebellious as you are and they will tell you that they are ruined and damned.  
Thousands upon thousands of eternal witness that there is no withstanding God. 

USE 2:  This tells us that there is no one that can take possession of a sinner from out of God’s 
hands.  There are mighty men in the world but no one is almighty except for God.  Therefore, 
there is no one who can argue with or fight against him.  The sinner endeavors to fortify himself 
in his stronghold and joins together earth and hell but it is to no purpose.  They cannot save 
him.  See Isaiah 47:13, 14 which says “You are worn out with your many consultations.  So let 
them stand and save you—the astrologers, who observe the stars, who predict monthly what 
will happen to you.  Look, they are like stubble; fire burns them up.  They cannot deliver 
themselves from the power of the flame.  This is not a coal for warming themselves, or a fire to 
sit beside!”  They cannot rescue themselves so how much less can they save others?  It is vain 
to look to them or expect help from them.  See Jeremiah 3:23 which says “Surely, falsehood 
comes from the hills, commotion from the mountains, but the salvation of Israel is only in the 
Lord our God.”  All alliances with them shall be broken and ruin cannot be prevented.  See 
Jeremiah 28:16, 17.  [Therefore, this is what the Lord says: ‘I am about to send you off the face 
of the earth. You will die this year because you have spoken rebellion against the Lord.’”  And 
the prophet Hananiah died that year in the seventh month.]  Thus… 
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USE 3:  We learn how fearful the destruction of sinners must necessarily be.  There are two 
amazing aspects of it which are revealed in this attribute. 

1.  The certainty of it.  There is no escaping out of the hands of omnipotence.  There is 
no way to save yourselves from his wrath.  See Isaiah 43:13.  [Also, from today on I am He 
alone, and none can deliver from My hand. I act, and who can reverse it?”] and I Thessalonians 
5:3 which says “When they say, “Peace and security,” then sudden destruction comes on them, 
like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  The almighty power of 
God is committed to action against the sinner and if almighty power can make him miserable, it 
shall be done.  If the arm of God can bring the sinner down to the lowest hell, then he shall not 
escape.  If the sinner were dealing with a man like himself, he might conceivably  have some 
hope of overcoming him but if God is his enemy, then God will tear him to pieces.  God will 
ruin, destroy and damn him and God would have sinners put deep thought into this.  See 
Psalm 50:22 which says “Understand this, you who forget God, or I will tear you apart, and 
there will be no one to rescue you.”  He can with more ease kick you into Hell than you can 
crush a tiny bug under your feet. 

2.  The greatness of it.  God does all things in accordance with himself.  In particular, we 
are told that God’s purpose in the destruction of impenitent sinners is to declare his power.  
See Romans 9:22 which says “And what if God, desiring to display His wrath and to make His 
power known, endured with much patience objects of wrath ready for destruction?”  Therefore 
he powerfully destroys them and then their misery cannot be small.  He will not strike the 
sinner as a man would do but he will do it like a God.  He will hold the sinner up by one hand of 
his power and strike him down with the other.  And will it not be an intolerable stroke that the 
Almighty God will inflict?  See Ezekiel 22:14 which says “Will your courage endure or your hands 
be strong in the days when I deal with you? I, [the Lord], have spoken, and I will act.”  And what 
a powerful argument does this make to persuade sinners to make their peace with God, 
considering what we read in Hebrews 10:31 which says “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God!”   

USE 4:  This tells us that a true believer need not fear any evil.  No danger can present itself to 
distress him but that he can answer it with God’s almightiness.  In times of difficulty, when 
every door is shut, God can open one we do not even know about.  In times of danger when our 
enemies are more and mightier than we are, we are safe under the shelter of God’s wings.  The 
feathers of the Almighty will cover us and though tens of thousands rise up against us, there is 
no fear.  In times of the greatest temptation when all the power of Hell is committed to 
devouring us, yet we have the omnipotence of God for our protection.  We are held in the arms 
out of which all the devils of Hell are unable to pluck us.  Let us then resolve that at any time 
when we are afraid, we will trust in the Lord.  Having gripped his almighty arm, let us never let 
go of it and though every step to heaven were guarded with a legion of devils, there is no 
danger.  This attribute is our encouragement.  Let us consider it as God-given.  See Isaiah 26:4 
which says “Trust in the Lord forever, because in [Adonai], the Lord, is an everlasting rock!” 

September 10, 1689 
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