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Lesson 6 
 
Question 2 (continued) 
What Rule has God given to direct us and how may we glorify and enjoy Him? 
 
Answer 
The word of God (which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments) is the 
only Rule to direct us in how we may glorify and enjoy Him. 
 
 
Proposition IV:  That this Word of God, which is the Rule, is contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament.  The holy Scriptures are also called a Rule because they contain in 
them all that is necessary to be known to guide or direct fallen man to attain his chief end.  The 
Scriptures were given by God for this very purpose, that is in order to show man the way. 
 There are three things which are required to be established, that is (1) that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the Word of God (2) that God gave them to be 
our only Rule to direct us to our chief end and (3) that they are a sufficient Rule for this 
purpose. 
  Article 1st: That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the Word of 
God.  This conclusion must be cleared up because we have already heard that the Word of God 
is necessary as our Rule.  Unless we are sure that this is his word, we cannot rely on it as our 
Rule with any confidence.  Though one would think it unnecessary to discuss this among 
Christians because they profess to believe this, yet when atheism begins to put itself forward, 
the Scriptures are scorned and God is blasphemed because of atheism, it is necessary that 
younger believers are confirmed in the evidence of this truth.  Now there are two sorts of 
arguments used by which things are proved.  The first is Artificial, which are drawn out of the 
thing itself.  These are the most convincing because they contain the reasons of things in them.  
And Inartificial, which are testimonies given to a thing, the worth of which is always dependent 
on the quality of the those giving the testimonies.  We may prove the Scriptures to be the Word 
of God in both these ways.  They have good evidences in them and good witnesses for them.  I 
shall offer something of both. 
   Argument 1:  The Scriptures speak enough on their own behalf to prove 
their own legitimacy.  As the sun proves itself to be the sun by its own beams, so Scripture-light 
proves itself to derive from the Father of lights.  I do not mean that it is therefore necessarily 
the Word of God simply because it tells us that it is so.  It would be an easy matter for men to 
make any foolish writing to say as much but it has such qualities in it as bears a manifest stamp 
of divinity upon them and it carries us to the conviction that none but God could be the author.  
Here are some examples. 
    1.  The great and glorious truths that are revealed and handled 
therein.  Mysteries, which if God had not revealed them would never have been known.  These 
are so far above human understanding’s ability to discover them.  The fact is that they have 
now been revealed and are beyond human understanding’s ability to comprehend.  Therefore 
they are said to surpass knowledge.  (Ephesians 3:19 And to know the Messiah’s love that 
surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled with all the fullness of God.)  These are things that 



2 
 

lay hidden for ages and would have done so forever if God had not revealed them.  (Ephesians 
3:5 This was not made known to people in other generations as it is now revealed to His holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit.)  They are riches unsearchable.  (Ephesians 3:8 This grace 
was given to me – the least of all the saints – to proclaim to the Gentiles the incalculable riches 
of the Messiah.)  These are things that angels themselves admire as something beyond their 
ability to grasp.  (I Peter 1:12  It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves 
but you.  These things have now been announced to you through those who preached the 
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Angels desire to look into these things.)  
These are mysteries great and unfathomable.  (I Timothy 3:16 And most certainly, the mystery 
of godliness is great:  He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, 
preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.)  What else is the 
revelation of one God in three persons, an undivided essence, containing in it three distinct 
natures?  Three and yet only one.  So the hypostatical union of the divine and the human 
nature in the Son of God, the reconciliation of justice and mercy in the recovery of fallen man, 
the transfer of our guilt to Messiah as well as the transfer of his righteousness to us, the nature 
and method of the work of conversion, the giving of the Holy Spirit….  There are no 
foreshadows of these things in the light of nature, nor are they revealed in the “book” of 
creation or God’s care for the world.  This is the wisdom which is spoken of in Job 28:12, 13 (But 
where can wisdom be found, and where is understanding located?  No man can know its value, 
since it cannot be found in the land of the living.)  See also verses 21 and 23.  (It is hidden from 
the eyes of every living thing and concealed from the birds of the sky.  But God understands the 
way to wisdom, and He knows its location.)  Now these are the main subjects of Scripture – 
revelation to which we may add the knowledge of the covenants.  It is therefore necessary that 
they be from God and on one else. 
    2.  The foretelling of future events, which have certainly come to 
pass just as predicted.  It is the prerogative of the true God to do so.  From this comes the 
challenge which God gives in Isaiah 41:21-23 (“Submit your case,” says the Lord.  “Present your 
arguments,” says Jacob’s King.  “Let them come and tell us what will happen.  Tell us the past 
events, so that we may reflect on them and know the outcome, or tel us the future.  Tell us the 
coming events, then we will know that you are gods.  Indeed, do something good or bad, then 
we will be in awe and perceive.”)  It is true there are some events which arise out of natural 
causes if not stopped.  Hence there are fair probabilities.  And so Satan, who is a great 
naturalist, foretells many things that do occur.  Astrologers have their predictions and 
sometimes they predict correctly.  But let us observe that the Scriptures have things foretold in 
them which had no natural cause which we could point to because they were arbitrary, outside 
the work of the natural world, supernatural and contrary to the tendency of the created world.  
It is necessary therefore that there be a divine foresight that could acquaint the children of men 
with these foretold events so long before they were to happen and declare the time, means 
and ways of them.  Yes, to call out the instruments by name and to do it far in advance of the 
event.  There are too many of these events in the Scripture-record to be listed here and several, 
being supernatural events, could not be the result of natural causes.  To be sure, that which 
concerns the coming of the Messiah (which takes up such a large part of the Old Testament) 
must assuredly be listed among these.  And so the Apostle in Galatians 3:8 (Now the Scripture 
saw in advance that God would justify the Gentiles by faith and told the good news ahead of 
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time to Abraham, saying All the nations will be blessed through you.) credits the Scripture with 
a foresight as one word is substituted with another associated word because the author of it 
has one.  Now because the coming to fruition of contingent things depends upon God’s will 
(God being the only one who can bring these things to pass), he alone can assure us that these 
things shall come to pass and therefore the fulfilling of Scripture prophesies are a witness to 
their divine authority. 
    3.  The wonderful ability of the Scriptures upon the hearts and 
consciences of men.  The conquering power of Scripture and its irresistible working, whether 
considered extensively or intensively. 
     1. Extensively.  How large an empire has this gained?  And 
that by no worldly strategies or outward force but by its own spiritual energy.  How did the 
word prevail in the apostles’ days when the preaching of the gospel won such multitudes to the 
faith of the Messiah?  For, though paganism and Islam and many other heresies have had times 
of power, yet they were things either suited to the corruptions of man or advanced by external 
force and policy, whereas it is evident that the Scriptures are set against all these corruptions 
and required the things that are most contrary to man’s natural inclinations.  The rich, the wise 
and noble of the earth, kings and counsellors set themselves against gospel.  The instruments 
by which it was carried forward were poor, illiterate, common men, condemned by others.  The 
rage and violence used to suppress it, expressed in all manner of cruelties, was managed with 
the greatest fury.  All which notwithstanding, did this gospel go on, conquering and to conquer 
in the future, as we see in Colossians 1:6 which says “It is bearing fruit and growing all over the 
world, just as it has among you since the day you heard it and recognized God’s grace in the 
truth.”  And from what should it derive this virtue?  A person who loved the gospel but little 
could say of it that which we see in Acts 5:38, 39 which says “For if this plan or this work is of 
men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.” 
     2.  Intensively.  The work it makes in a soul where it comes 
with power can best be told by those that have felt and found it.  See Hebrews 4:12 which says 
“For the word “separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and 
thoughts of the heart.”  It’s power of conviction is very terrible and amazing.  It can strike more 
terrors into the soul of a proud sinner than all the world can.  It is compared to sharp arrows as 
we see in Psalm 45:5 which says “Your arrows pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies; the 
peoples fall under you.”  It is said that one line of it could set that proud king into an 
amazement of horror when he saw the hand-writing on the wall as we see in Daniel 5:5, 6 
which says “At that moment the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and began writing on the 
plaster of the king’s palace wall next to the lampstand. As the king watched the hand that was 
writing, his face turned pale, and his thoughts so terrified him that his hip joints shook and his 
knees knocked together.”  No, it strikes the stout hearts of the devils themselves and fills them 
with fear.  See James 2:19 which says “You believe that God is one; you do well. The demons 
also believe—and they shudder.”  It is compared to a sword in Ephesians 6:17 which says “Take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word.”  It does not cut 
bodies but souls.  One sermon out of it wounded three thousand all at once and laid them out 
as dead men.  See Acts 2:37 which says “When they heard this, they came under deep 
conviction and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Brothers, what must we do?”  Again, 
it’s power to convert is astonishing.  This is that which converts the soul as we see in Psalm 19:7 
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which says “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple.” [King James Version]  Thus, the new birth is ascribed to it as we 
see in I Peter 1:23 which says “since you have been born again—not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable—through the living and enduring word of God.”  And in this work is the 
unpersuadable heart of man persuaded.  It raises the dead to life and gives life to those who 
are dead in sin.  It throws down all the powers that mightily oppose it.  See II Corinthians 10:4,5 
which says “…since the weapons of our warfare are not worldly,[d] but are powerful through 
God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish arguments and every high-minded thing 
that is raised up against the knowledge of God, taking every thought captive to obey Christ.”  It 
turns sinners into saints; wolves, bears and lions into men; devils incarnate into holy ones.  
(Isaiah 65 [particularly verses 17-25])  Again, it’s power of consolation.  It’s power in comforting 
the disconsolate and despairing souls is great.  Those who were dying of despondency, who 
could not be helped by the support of friends or creatures, are filled with joy by one word of it 
as we see in Psalm 19:8 which says “The precepts of the Lord are right, making the heart glad; 
the command of the Lord is radiant, making the eyes light up.”  In a word, it’s power is a saving 
power.  See Romans 1:16 which says “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s 
power for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek.”  And 
could it be so if it did not come from God? 
    4.  The design, which is carried on through the entirety of 
Scripture.  There is one aim, in which both the Old and New Testament center as the ultimate 
scope which they drive forward and that is the glorification of God.  The holiness of Scripture 
proclaims he who is their author.  They breathe nothing but purity.  They call upon and direct 
men to glorify to glorify him who is the author of them.  They must have an author.  They could 
not dictate themselves.  This author must be either God or a creature, for a third cannot be 
named.  If a creature, then either one that is wicked or one that is godly.  It could not be a 
wicked one, either devil or men; for these are enemies to God and his glory.  They hate holiness 
and holiness would necessarily cross their own inclinations and cause them to be condemned.  
It would have thwarted all the designs of unholy creatures to give out a Rule so adverse to their 
aims and ends.  They, therefore, could not be the author of it.  Neither could it be a holy 
creature whether we consider an angel or a man because these are all set to bring about God’s 
glory and therefore could not claim for themselves that honor for he who is the author of the 
scriptures lays claim to it himself.  They have made God the purpose of their lives and therefore 
could not make themselves the author.  They would not lay claim to sovereign power and 
authority over the creature, call for adoration, and lay claim to the dominion and kingdom.  For, 
they all cover their faces before God and throw their crowns at his fees and credit to him all 
might, power, dominion and sovereignty to him. 
    5.  The perfect consent or agreement of the Scriptures with itself.  
Though the Scriptures came through many hands, was written by various men who were used 
as if secretaries taking dictation, yet it appears to be dictated by one and the Spirit because of 
the excellence of the harmony within it.  The style indeed is diverse, the manner of expression 
varies, and there is great diversity between the languages of the Old and New Testament and 
yet the matters spoken of agree.  One writer does not contradict another, nor do they accuse 
each other of falsehood.  One prophet agrees with another and all of them agree with Moses.  
The writers of the gospels and the apostles also agree with them.  The later written books of 
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the Bible add confirmation to the former.  The gospels give assurance of the fulfilling of what 
was predicted in the Law.  See Luke 1:70.  […just as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets 
in ancient times.]  There are indeed men of perverse minds that go about to claim the 
Scriptures are at variance within itself but, notwithstanding all their atheistic attempts, they 
cannot prove it.  All within Scripture may be reconciled and it is only men’s ignorance and 
prejudice that leads them to such atheistic attempts.  They all agree in Messiah and center in 
him.  See Romans 3:31 which says “Do we then cancel the law through faith? Absolutely not! 
On the contrary, we uphold the law.”  And Hebrews 13:8 which says “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.” 
    6.  The miraculous preservation of this book is also evidence that 
it is from God.  To this also the words of Gamaliel are applicable which we read in Acts 5:38 
which says “For if this plan or this work is of men, it will be overthrown.”  The Five Books of 
Moses [Torah] are thought to be the first and most ancient books that ever were and yet they 
have been preserved entire when other writers of those ages are almost forgotten.  Scarcely 
any fragments of their works are preserved and those that do bear their names are often 
suspected to be spurious.  Solomon’s works of science are lost in the ruins of time while his 
canonical books are preserved.  The books of the New Testament have remained through more 
than one thousand and six hundred years [note: he was writing of his time, the late 1600’s] 
while uncountable numbers of a later date are swallowed up in oblivion.  And that which adds 
to the confirmation of this evidence is that the moth of time has not consumed Scripture even 
though the world was not prejudiced against those other works as it is against Scripture but on 
the contrary, sought to preserve them.  While men and devils have done their utmost to 
destroy the Bible and could never achieve it.  God has miraculously reserved this book.  When 
in the time of unbelieving persecution, all Bibles were to be burned and any believers who 
concealed a Bible were to die with exquisite tortures; yet all he searching and all the cruelties 
used could not extinguish this light.  God preserved his word because it was his.  Yes, he even 
used his enemies to preserve it.  The Jews, who stoned the prophets, kept the writings of the 
prophets.  And why should God so pointedly claim it as his own, if it were not his own? 
    7.  The glorious majesty of the Scriptures testifies on its own 
behalf.  Compare all the writings in the world with these and they must serve and fall down 
before the Scripture.  As for their subject-matter, they are incomparable.  But we have spoken 
of this already.  In the manner , their majesty but illustrates it.  The sun does not need 
decoration to emblazon it.  It’s own light is sufficient.  And yet, when God pleases, he gives 
strains of impressive rhetoric without parallel (See Job 39:19 [Hast thou given the horse 
strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder? King James Version], along with many 
others which might be used as examples.)  It is comprehensive in its delivery.  Luther said that 
he admired the completeness of Scripture.  A philosopher reading Job 1:1 [There was a man in 
the country of Uz named Job. He was a man of perfect integrity, who feared God and turned 
away from evil.] cried out, “This barbarous man has contained more in these few words that all 
the philosophers and orators in their voluminous writings.  There is enough majesty in this word 
[Scripture] to captivate all the kings of the earth, if they could but discern it.”  See Psalm 
138:4,5 which says “All the Lord’s ways, for the Lord’s glory is great.”  Yes, the very delivery of it 
is with powerful majesty.  God speaks it like a God, and with the greatest of authority.  He 
summons all the world to present themselves for service to him.  See Psalm 49:1, 2 which says 
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“Hear this, all you peoples; listen, all who inhabit the world, both low and high, rich and poor 
together.”  Also Psalm 50:1 which says “[The Lord], the God of gods speaks; He summons the 
earth from east to west.”  He gives his edicts and threats to the greatest earthly potentates.  
See Psalm 2:10-12 which says, “So now, kings, be wise; receive instruction, you judges of the 
earth.  Serve the Lord with reverential awe and rejoice with trembling.  Pay homage to the Son 
or He will be angry and you will perish in your rebellion, for His anger may ignite at any 
moment.  All those who take refuge in Him are happy.”  Another instance is seen in Jeremiah 
27: 3 and the following verses [verse 3:  Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the 
king of the Ammonites, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon through messengers who are 
coming to Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem.]  And he confirms his commands by his will.  
Many tines he gives no other reason for it but “I am the Lord.”  And who would speak in such a 
manner? 
   Argument 2:  There is also good testimony to prove to us that the 
Scriptures are the word of God and these testimonies are both human and divine. 
    1.  There is human testimony (which will at least help to confirm 
the former evidence) and that is from the church.  And here, 
     1.  The visible church gives some evidence to this.  It is a 
point in which all the world of those that acknowledge themselves as Christians are agreed.  A 
man who denies this is by all men’s account judged to have renounced Christianity.  Indeed, all 
the Christian religion is built upon Scripture so that the denial of one is the rejection of the 
other.  These oracles of God are committed to the church (Romans 3:2 [First, they were 
entrusted with the spoken words of God.]) and they are therefore to stand as witnesses to the 
oracles of God.   
     2.  The faithful people and children of God do give 
testimony of it by their own experience of it.  They have seen and felt the divine virtue and 
power of the word of God and are able to swear to it as experiencing it.  For they are witnesses 
to nothing other than what they have seen and heard as we see in the beginning I John chapter 
1 [verse 1  What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have observed and have touched with our hands, concerning the Word of life—].  
They have found the irresistible power of the word; convincing, humbling, converting, 
comforting them.  They have felt it to be all that to them and Scripture is commended for the 
same within itself.  See II Corinthians 3:2, 3 which says “You yourselves are our letter, written 
on our hearts, recognized and read by everyone.  It is clear that you are Christ’s letter, 
produced by us, not written with ink but with the Spirit of the living God—not on stone tablets 
but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.” 
     3.  There have been thousands and millions of those that 
have sealed their testimony with their own blood.  Therefore these are called martyrs or 
witnesses of Christ.  (See Revelation 2:13 [And you are holding on to My name and did not deny 
your faith in Me, even in the days of Antipas, My faithful witness who was killed among you, 
where Satan lives.] and Acts 22:20 [And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being 
shed, I was standing by and approving, and I guarded the clothes of those who killed him.])  And 
though some sometimes have died for a falsehood, yet the numbers of such as those are small 
when compared with the numbers of Christian martyrs, and usually those who die for a 
falsehood suffer with a dead, stupid and senseless frame of spirit.  On the other hand, martyrs 
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have suffered with great patience, joy, courage and highest resolution.  They have seemed to 
be carried far beyond any natural strength; the Spirit of glory and of God evidently resting upon 
them.  And what was it they died for?  See Revelation 20:4 which says “Then I saw thrones, and 
people seated on them who were given authority to judge. I also saw the people who had been 
beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of God’s word, who had not 
worshiped the beast or his image, and who had not accepted the mark on their foreheads or 
their hands.”  And now without doubt, such a testimony adds a great confirmation to this truth.  
Multitudes were converted by it. 
    2.  There is divine testimony which is infallible since it proceeds 
from God and God cannot lie.  He has not left himself without witness-bearing in regards to 
this, that the Scriptures are his own word.  And that… 
     1.  Outwardly and openly, by those many miracles which 
he has given as proof of the truth of it.  A miracle is something done by a supernatural and 
divine power.  These have always been done to confirm the truth of the doctrines contained in 
the Scripture and are for that reason called signs.  See Hebrews 2:3, 4 which says “…how will we 
escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  It was first spoken by the Lord and was confirmed 
to us by those who heard Him.  At the same time, God also testified by signs and wonders, 
various miracles, and distributions of gifts from the Holy Spirit according to His will.”  And 
whenever miracles are used, they are a voice from heaven, spoken by God himself. 
     2.  Inwardly, in the consciences of all his people, by the 
testimony of his Spirit.  It is true, the Scripture is a Rule by which we can distinguish holy and 
evil spirits but still it is the Spirit of God who gloriously impresses upon the hearts of his 
children the wisdom, majesty and holiness of the word of God.  In this way they become aware 
of the beauty of it and comprehend the immense power of it as Messiah did to those two 
disciples in Luke 24:32 which says “So they said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts ablaze 
within us while He was talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to us?””  And 
to the rest of them in verse 45 which says “Then He opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures.”  And now the word of God is glorified in them.  (II Thessalonians 3:1  Finally, 
brothers, pray for us that the Lord’s message may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was 
with you.)  That is to say, they apprehend a divine glory in it, and they apprehend the goodness, 
grace and power of God deriving itself to them by and through the word.  By this they are fully 
assured that this word which is able to work such effects in and upon them, can be no other 
than the word of God and all the policy of hell and all the arguments of the subtlest enemies of 
the truth cannot prevail with them in attempts to convince them to relinquish this faith of 
theirs.  And this is a witness that remains in men. 
 
 Use:  Let this consideration provoke young and old to love the Scriptures, to take delight 
in the holy Bible.  Let them set a high price upon those oracles which are contained in it.  Let it 
call you to be highly acquainted with it and use it as a source of guidance for you.  If it is God’s 
word, then it must be full of wisdom and will make you wise if you spend your time in it.  This is 
the way to have a close relationship with God, to know much of him for to know him is life 
eternal.  If you despise the word of God, you despise God himself.  All the reflections that you 
make upon Scriptures reflect on God and he will look upon himself as concerned to vindicate 
the glory of his name in it.  If you would be wiser, holier, and more intimate with the great God 
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than others, meditate in the Scriptures day and night.  Only be sure to look up to his Holy Spirit 
to give you such entrance to the word as may give you light and light and warmth. 
 
June 19, 1688 
 
Samuel Willard 
A Compleat Body of Divinity 
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