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Lesson 7 
 
There is some theology here (mostly in the conclusions at the end) that I would like point out as 
being problematic.  Samuel’s Calvinism is rather evident here.  Please see my blog posts on Free 
Will, Predestination, Election and Quantum Physics for a discussion on the doctrine of the Elect 
and it’s highly problematic repercussions. 
 
Question 2 (continued) 
What rule has God given to direct us and how may we glorify and enjoy Him? 
 
Answer 
The word of God (which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments) is the 
only rule to direct us in how we may glorify and enjoy Him. 
 
From Lesson 6: 
Proposition IV:  That this Word of God, which is the Rule, is contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament.  The holy Scriptures are also called a Rule because they contain in 
them all that is necessary to be known to guide or direct fallen man to attain his chief end.  The 
Scriptures were given by God for this very purpose, that is in order to show man the way. 
 There are three things which are required to be established, that is (1) that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the Word of God (2) that God gave them to be 
our only Rule to direct us to our chief end and (3) that they are a sufficient Rule for this 
purpose. 
 
  Article 2:  That God gave them to be our only Rule to direct us to our chief end.  
That this position may be well and rightly understood and received, it will be necessary to 
explain and confirm it.  For that purpose consider the following conclusions. 
   1.  That the Scripture (as we have already heard) is called the Rule 
metonymically [to substitute the name of one thing for the name of another which is associated 
with the first thing, for example referring to a king by using the word crown] because the 
Scripture is the subject containing the Rule.  The Rule itself did exist before any part of the 
Scripture was written and one could assume that if the Scripture had never been committed to 
writing, the Rule would still had been in force.  As to the Law, that which is once proclaimed is 
valid even if it is not printed and so dispersed among those subject to it. 
   2.  That though the Rule has been one and the same ever since the fall of 
man, yet God has used various methods to reveal it to the children of men.  It was not written 
from the beginning.  The first records were made by Moses, who lived in the fourth period of 
time, which was approximately two thousand four hundred years after God had a church in the 
world, to whom he had given the Rule of the true religion and these had what was sufficient to 
guide them to blessedness. 
 It will therefore not be amiss to consider how has God communicated himself to his 
church from the beginning?  Here are rules which we shall apply. 
 1.  That God, in the infancy of his church, taught them by revelation and tradition.  It is 
not our purpose here to consider the state of man in his innocence.  Respecting the relics of the 
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law on the minds of fallen men, it is certain that they have no natural light telling them how 
improve themselves to achieve their great end and so revelation was necessary if man would 
ever obtain salvation.  No sooner therefore had Adam fallen under the curse of the first 
covenant, but God revealed to him the way of recovery by the second covenant (Genesis 3:15).  
[I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
 and between your seed and her seed.  He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.]  
And during the time that followed until Moses, God made known his mind to some of his 
servants through the Messiah’s appearances to the Patriarchs as he declared his counsels to 
them, gave them direction on how he would be served, by sending angels to them on frequent 
occasions, by inspiring them through extraordinary means, by coming to them in dreams and 
visions, etc.  These revelations of himself to them were handed down from one to the next and 
taught by fathers to their children.  This, during the long lives of those Patriarchs, served to 
continue the Rule among the people of God, although by degrees the majority of mankind lost 
the sense of the true religion and degenerated before the flood into all kinds of immorality and 
after the flood into pagan idolatry as the records of Scripture sufficiently inform us. 
 2.  That from Moses to the Messiah, God instructed his church partly by writing and 
partly by continued revelation and tradition.  God chose Abraham and his posterity to be his 
peculiar people and they grew up to be a nation.  God’s worship was therefore no longer 
restrained to private families.  The lives of all the forefathers were reduced to a shorter lifespan 
and the people were woefully defiled with the false worship of the Egyptian gods.  Then being 
called out of Egypt, God gave them his law in writing, partly written with his own hand, partly 
by Moses to whom he imparted it at that time.  He commanded that it should be recorded.  Yet 
there was but a part of the Scripture given then and in which the Rules of life were obscured.  
Therefore God continued with out of the ordinary revelations, by inspired prophets, and sent 
his mind to his people by those to whom he appeared either in visions or dreams or by his 
angel.  And by these he continued to commit to writing these other parts of Scripture as were 
necessary to further instruct them or reform them.  Thus the writings of the prophets were 
added to those of Moses as we read in II Peter 1:20, 21 which says “First of all, you should know 
this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one’s own interpretation,   because no prophecy 
ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 3.  That since the Messiah appeared and has revealed by himself and to his apostles the 
truths of the Gospel, the canon of Scripture is now perfected and the whole mind of God (so far 
as concerns our direction to our end) is revealed there.  Now God deals with men only by his 
written word.  Visions and revelations in the present have ceased.  Inspired dreams are at an 
end.  The Urim and Thummim are gone.  Now the Scripture is here for us to look to for help.  It 
will guide us so that we may be made perfect.  This is that surer word of prophesy to which we 
are pointed in II Peter 1:19 which says “So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You 
will do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts.”  This is the standard by which we must test the words of 
angels as we read in Galatians 1:8 which says “But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel other than what we have preached to you, a curse be on him!” 
 3.  That it was a singular mark of favor to his people that God ordered our Rule to be 
recorded in Scripture.  By this his people have a standing Rule to return to.  They have a 
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counsellor who is always with them, a light and a lamp which they can still carry in front of 
them, a reminder at hand to help them remember when they are about to forget, a judge to 
render decisions for them when they are at a loss.  Here they may examine all doctrines, prove 
true or false all opinions, test the spirits, be taught the right way and helped to keep it.  And it is 
the most familiar method of how God communicates his mind to his people in this life.  
Apparitions, visions and dreams have terrified them.  Thus also the truth continues even when 
men degenerate and by Scripture God’s people are preserved in the times of greatest apostasy.  
For all these purposes, David commends the written word.  See Psalm 119. 
 4.  That God has appointed the Scripture to our sole guide as a Rule.  It is true, there is a 
secret sovereign conduct of special Providence by which God leads his people, but he deals with 
men as reasoning creatures and thus they must have a Rule to apply to themselves in all things.  
This is God’s word alone.  There are indeed in men common principles, which are dictated to 
them by the natural conscience, but the way to help them find salvation is shown in the word of 
God, without which they can never achieve that end.  God has not left men to the guidance of 
their own spirits, nor to direction from men but continually commends them to his word.  See 
Isaiah 8:20 which says “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this 
word, there will be no dawn for them.” 
 
Now: 
 (1)  This limits us in matters of faith.  If we would be informed as to what are the articles 
of our faith, we must consult this oracle.  All things that we are to consider as principles in 
religion must be sought after and taken upon God’s testimony in his word.  We are not to credit 
anything which is beyond or besides.  For which reason it is called the word of faith; not only 
since by it God works faith in us but also since it contains the articles of faith in it.  Divine faith 
depends upon this testimony:  what it speaks must command our belief and where it is silent, 
we must suspend any credit.  Thus the apostle argues in this way in Hebrews 7:14 which says 
“Now it is evident that our Lord came from Judah, and Moses said nothing about that tribe 
concerning priests.”  
 (2)  This regulates us in all points of how we act in life.  He that would know his duty 
must look for it in Scripture and must look for both the matter and the conduct.  All that belong 
to us is comprised in this as we read in Deuteronomy 29:29 which says “The hidden things 
belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our children forever, so 
that we may follow all the words of this law.”  This is to be the guide to our paths.  Here we are 
to inform ourselves as to what is duty and what is sin.  If God has not in Scripture commanded 
or allowed a thing that is enough to declare it sin.  If he has imposed it, then it cannot be 
evaded.  Here we are to inquire who, when, where, how in respect to the entirety of our 
dealings in this life if we would enjoy true peace.  The apostle hints at this in Galatians 6:16 
which says “May peace come to all those who follow this standard, and mercy to the Israel of 
God!” 
 (3)  This judges and determines all controversies.  Whenever any truth which concerns 
either faith or conduct comes into debate, it is not the authority of men that must or can safely 
give us a judgment.  All must be brought to this standard and tested against it.  It was for this 
that the Bereans were commended when the doctrine of the apostle was disputed and 
contradicted as we read in Acts 17:11 which says “The people here were more open-minded 
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than those in Thessalonica, since they welcomed the message with eagerness and examined 
the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”  The Messiah himself silenced all of Satan’s 
deceitful arguments with “It is written…”.  See the beginning of Matthew, chapter 4. 
 (4)  [There is no point 4.  It goes directly to point 5.] 
 (5)  God has forbidden any additions to be made to his word and thereby restrains us to 
it as our only Rule.  We find such prohibitions and they are backed up with severe threats of 
divine vengeance toward all who dare to make them.  See Deuteronomy 4:2 which says “You 
must not add anything to what I command you or take anything away from it, so that you may 
keep the commands of the Lord your God I am giving you.”  It is true that God himself added 
the Scriptures which come after Moses but it signifies that when he sees fit to finish the canon, 
man may not make additions.  Thus we read in Proverbs 30:6, “Don’t add to His words, or He 
will rebuke you, and you will be proved a liar.”  And the terrible threat given at the end of this 
work!  See Revelation 22:18 which says “I testify to everyone who hears the prophetic words of 
this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book.”  The Rule is therefore restrained at this point; nor can it increase or decrease unless God 
himself should reveal more. 
 (6)  The Spirit of God guides us to salvation according to this word.  We must distinguish 
between a Rule and a guide.  For though the purpose of every rule is to guide, yet every guide is 
not a rule.  When we say that the word is our only Rule, we do not deny the direction and 
guidance of God’s Spirit but we believe that without it we cannot even take one right step on 
the path to life.  But even so he has given us the Scripture to be our Rule of direction and point 
us there to inquire as to our way.  He also makes use of it in bringing us to happiness.  His work 
is to guide us into all truth (John 16:13).  [When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into 
all the truth. For He will not speak on His own, but He will speak whatever He hears. He will also 
declare to you what is to come.]  And he has so tied himself to the Scripture, that whereas 
there are other spirits which must be tested, he is discerned here by comparing any temptation 
or prompting with the word and if they do not agree with it, then they are not from God.  Thus 
these are put together as Agent and Instrument as we read in James 1:18 which says “By His 
own choice, He gave us a new birth by the message of truth so that we would be the firstfruits 
of His creatures.”  Paul assures us that the things which the Spirit reveals are the same which 
the apostles teach.  See I Corinthians 2:12, 13 which says “Now we have not received the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who comes from God, so that we may understand what has been 
freely given to us by God.  We also speak these things, not in words taught by human wisdom, 
but in those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people.”  And he assures 
the Galatians that there is no other Gospel to be considered by them but that which the 
apostles preached as we read in Galatians 1:9 which says “As we have said before, I now say 
again: If anyone preaches to you a gospel contrary to what you received, a curse be on him!”  
For this reason the Gospel is called the power of God to salvation in Romans 1:16 [For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes, first 
to the Jew, and also to the Greek.] because God exerts his saving power in it and by it. 
 (7)  That where God intends to bring salvation to a person or people, he sends them his 
word.  It is not that he could, if he saw fit, instruct them in another way, but he has chosen this 
way.  It is his holy pleasure.  See I Corinthians 1:21 which says “For since, in God’s wisdom, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God was pleased to save those who believe through 
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the foolishness of the message preached.”  And such is the connection that he has made 
between these two that, though all are not save to whom the written word came (many falling 
short through unbelief), yet wherever it does not come, the people are left in a state of ruin.  
See II Corinthians 4:3 which says “But if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing.”  It may be hidden to men where it does come as the visible dispensation of it but it 
is certainly hidden from those to whom it never comes.  Because God had many people in 
Corinth, therefore Paul must preach in that city as we read in Acts 18:5, 10 which says “When 
Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with preaching the message 
and solemnly testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah…” For I am with you, and no one 
will lay a hand on you to hurt you, because I have many people in this city.””  And why he was 
forbidden to preach in Asia and Bithynia(Acts 16:6, 7) [They went through the region of Phrygia 
and Galatia and were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message in Asia.  When 
they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.] 
unless God chose to leave them without the revelation of the way of peace?  Yes, God has so 
joined together the enjoyment of the word to be preached with the hopes of salvation that the 
apostle argues in Romans 10:14, 15 “But how can they call on Him they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe without hearing about Him? And how can they hear without a 
preacher?  And how can they preach unless they are sent? “  And sums it up in that firm 
conclusion in verse 17, “So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through 
the message about Christ.”  Nor do we read in the entire New Testament that God brought 
anyone to faith and blessing except in this way, that is to say, by sending his word to them. 
 Let me look into that case here… 
 Question:  May we have any secure hopes of salvation for those who never had the 
Scriptures? 
 Answer:  It is true that our hopes or fears will not change the state of such persons for 
better or worse but, because there are many who consider it cruel not to have a far-reaching 
charity here, it will not be amiss to say something about it even though it’s existence would 
undermine several foundational truths of the faith.  Therefore, let these conclusions be 
seriously weighed. 
 Conclusion 1:  That the salvation of elect infants without the written word is not to be 
doubted.  No doubt there are infants that die in their infancy who are chosen vessels and pass 
into glory.  That these do not benefit from the use of Scripture is evident since they are 
incapable of it.  Therefore God has a secret and unaccountable way of applying the New 
Covenant-condition to them and making them fit for glory.  And though we do not know how it 
is done, yet we do not need to question that it is done. 
 Conclusion 2:  That none of us fallen men were ever saved but by and through Jesus the 
Messiah.  Peter assured that there is salvation in no other (Acts 4:12).  [“There is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people, and we must be saved by 
it.”]  There never was any other way discovered and appointed by God to bring any of the lost 
race of man to glory.  The first promise in Genesis 3:15 [I will put hostility between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her seed.  He will strike your head, and you will strike his 
heel.] refers to the coming and work of the Messiah.  All the sacraments and sacrifices of the 
Law of Moses as a tutor referred to it as well.  He was the seed at the heart of the shells and 
husks.  This the apostle sets out to make evident in Hebrews chapter 8, verses 9 and 10.  [This is 
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a symbol for the present time, during which gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect 
the worshiper’s conscience.  They are physical regulations and only deal with food, drink, and 
various washings imposed until the time of restoration.]  The Scriptures have spoken of Jesus 
from the beginning.  See John 5:39, 46 which says  “You pore over the Scriptures because you 
think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me…For if you believed Moses, you 
would believe Me, because he wrote about Me.” 
 Conclusion 3:  That salvation by the Messiah comes only by believing in him.  Scripture 
fully asserts that faith in the Messiah is a necessary condition or means of salvation.  Yes, it is so 
necessary that without it there is no salvation.  See John 3:36 which says “The one who believes 
in the Son has eternal life, but the one who refuses to believe in the Son will not see life; 
instead, the wrath of God remains on him.”  Though it is negative, unbelief is not a cause of 
men’s damnation even though it is evidence of their being in a damned state.  That is because 
there is no means for a condemned sinner to pass over from a damned state to a state of 
happiness unless he believes in the Messiah.  Therefore, though it is not some men’s sin that 
they do not believe in the Messiah, yet it plainly declares them to be miserable. 
 Conclusion 4:  That there can be no belief in the Messiah without knowledge of the 
Messiah.  Faith is a rational confidence.  It is a grounded reliance or dependence and therefore 
it requires that we perceive or comprehend the object of faith.  Thus we read in Psalm 9:10 
“Those who know Your name trust in You because You have not abandoned those who seek 
You, [God].”  Faith is the act of a reasoning creature and must have a foundation in the 
understanding.  Paul knew whom he trusted.  (II Timothy 1:12)  […and that is why I suffer these 
things. But I am not ashamed, because I know the One I have believed in and am persuaded 
that He is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that day.]  A believer has a reason 
for his hope.  (I Peter 3:11)  [Sorry but this reference did not make sense to me.  I have changed 
it to II Peter 3:13 which says:  But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness will dwell.]  Faith is to lean the whole weight of our hope for 
salvation on Messiah, which would be no better than insanity if there was no basis for such 
faith. 
 Conclusion 5:  That it is only by divine revelation that the knowledge of the Messiah as 
the object of a saving faith can be obtained.  The light of nature says nothing of the saving of 
man by any other means or of the appointing of the Son of God to this purpose or of his 
incarnation or his active and passive obedience, death and resurrection or of his sufficiency to 
save or the rank and positions belonging to him as savior.  These things would never have been 
heard of if God had not told us about them.  The natural man cannot receive them 
(I Corinthians 2:14) {But the unbeliever does not welcome what comes from God’s Spirit, 
because it is foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated spiritually.] 
much less could he dig up these truths out of the shallow mines of his remaining natural 
principles. 
 Conclusion 6:  That God can (if he so wills) easily fill men with this knowledge by 
revealing it to them directly.  God’s use of other ways to bring us to an understanding of the 
truth is not out of necessity but of choice because his infinite wisdom has seen fit to deal with 
the children of men in this way.  There was a time when God did thus reveal himself to some 
and through them he communicated his mind to others.  He could have continued in this way if 
it had not pleased him to do otherwise.  But it is certain that God does not do all that he is 
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capable of doing but, has in the working of his power to act, limited the exertion of his power 
by his will, so that this is no reflection on his divine omnipotence nor does it stint men.  For if he 
himself pleases to set bounds upon it, who are we that we should criticize God? 
 Conclusion 7:  That God has, in the days of the Gospel and the ordinary course of his 
providence, made the use of the Gospel or the written word a necessary means to salvation.  I 
say “in Gospel times”, i.e. since the canon was completed, when previously direct inspiration 
was uninterrupted to some men, and in the ordinary course of his providence, for what he will 
do outside the ordinary we do not know because the secret things belong to him.  It is certain 
that where there is no vision the people perish [Proverbs 29:18], and we are given no other 
visions but these.  Anyone who brings anything to the contrary are anathematized.  All visions 
that pretended to be real are uncertain and have no such confirmation as that which 
commands a divine faith.  Thus there is no salvation without preaching as we read in 
Romans 10:14 which says “But how can they call on Him they have not believed in? And how 
can they believe without hearing about Him? And how can they hear without a preacher?”  And 
this is the Gospel we are to preach and no other as we read in Galatians 1:8 which says “But 
even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel other than what we have 
preached to you, a curse be on him!”  See also II Timothy 4:2 [Proclaim the message; persist in 
it whether convenient or not; rebuke, correct, and encourage with great patience and 
teaching.] and II Timothy 3:16, 17. {All Scripture is inspired by God[b] and is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  so that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work.] 
 Conclusion 8:  Thus all hope of salvation for those who do not have the Scriptures is 
groundless.  There is no reason to be given for such a hope.  Yes, it tends to subvert the Gospel 
and make the authoritative commands of it unnecessary.  It encourages men to neglect and 
ignore the Scripture for either they must be saved without the Messiah, which is impossible, or 
by him without belief in him which takes away the New Covenant-condition or believe in him 
without knowledge of him which takes away the very nature of faith or come to him by some 
other way, which is inexplicable since the light of nature cannot do it.  The only way to come 
into agreement with God is by the Scriptures.  To suppose that there is any other way is to act 
with force against God. 
 Let this cause us to prize our Bibles, to bless God for his written word, to make great use 
of it and to do so frequently.  Let us make ourselves familiar with it, acknowledging God’s 
singular mercy to us in giving us such a Rule, without which we would have been left in the dark 
and could never have groped our way out and into eternal life. 
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