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Lesson 8 
 
Question 2: (continued) 
What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
 
Answer: 
The word of God (in which is contained the Old & New Testament) is the ONLY rule to direct us 
in how we may glorify and enjoy him. 
 
Article 3:  That the Scriptures are a sufficient Rule to direct us to our chief end.  Let us here 
remember that the sufficiency of the Scripture as a Rule does not deny the necessity of the 
guidance of the Spirit in or to attain our end.  Why?  For, besides our need of a Rule to direct us, 
we also need eyes to see, ears to hear and hearts to consider, which must be given to us by the 
Spirit of God or else the Scriptures will not profit us.  The disciples had the word of God but they 
were ignorant of the mysteries of it until the Messiah opened their understanding as we see in 
Luke 24:45.  [Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.]  We, therefore, have 
David praying for this in Psalm 119:18 which says, “Open my eyes so that I may contemplate 
wonderful things from Your instruction.”  But still all these great and wonderous things are 
contained there and there is no more truth needed to guide us into blessedness that what that 
word recommends to us.  The perfection of the Scripture is celebrated by the Psalmist as we 
seen in Psalm 19:7 which says, “The instruction of the Lord is perfect, renewing one’s life; the 
testimony of the Lord is trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise.” And as stated by the 
apostle in II Timothy 3:16, 17 which says, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work.”  And what more can be said to assure us of the 
Scripture’s sufficiency!  But we need to clearly lay this out so that we may be firmly established 
in the belief of it’s sufficiency because this truth is impugned by many and man’s inventions are 
introduced and imposed as necessary to make up for the defects of Scripture, which then are 
the foundations of the doctrines of religion which are based on such misconceptions.  Here, 
then, I shall lay down this assertion of Scripture’s sufficiency and endeavor to prove it. 
 Whatever is necessary in a Rule to make it perfect is to be found in the Scripture and 
because of that it is a Rule.  All arts and sciences have their Rules, through which their doctrines 
can be comprehended.  That system of rules which are adequately suited to the art is a 
sufficient Rule and is perfect even though it teaches nothing in regards to another art.  If the 
Scripture is in every way suited to guide men to happiness, it must also be so, even if it says 
nothing regarding other, inferior arts.  Here then, let us consider what are the properties of a 
perfect Rule and see how that agrees to the Scripture with respect to being blessed or happy.  
Now, there are three essential properties of a Rule, without all of which, it does not deserved to 
be called a Rule, namely: 1. It must be true.  2. It must be complete.  3. It must be plain.  The 
necessity of each of these and how truly they belong to the written word of God will be worth 
our while to examine. 
  1.  It is necessary to a Rule that it be true.  This is first and most essentially 
necessary to a Rule as it will appear from the very nature and purpose of a Rule.  The use of a 
Rule is to guide a man straight to the end at which he aims.  All art is a matter of practice but all 
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practice is not a result of the art.  There are right and false strokes which a man may take and it 
is of great concern to a man which of the two they practice.  Hence knowledge is a prerequisite 
to practice.  The understanding must be informed.  What is to be done?  How else can the 
actions be orderly?  The eye must guide the hand, otherwise it will make for miserable results 
and the eye cannot guide unless it has a rule to guide by.  Now the very proper object of the 
understanding is truth.  If then the rule is not true, it is falsely called a rule.  It is indeed no such 
thing.  The purpose of a rule is to tell a man what is right and what is wrong, which it cannot do 
unless it is true itself.  It is to keep a man from erring and making mistakes.  But if it is false, it is 
so far from this that it is the very parent of error and a mistake built upon a supposed rule is the 
most dangerous mistake of all.  A Rule is to inform men and give them knowledge but, unless it 
is true, it leads men into ignorance.  It is so far from informing, that it deceives them.  It is so far 
from bringing them to their purpose, that it leads them quite away from it and leaves them far 
away from it.  Every Rule, therefore, must be of an eternal and unchangeable truthfulness.  
From this arises one of the great vanities of human sciences; that men being short-sighted, 
have laid down conjectures instead of rules and they settle their systems of belief on uncertain 
standards.  But if we apply this to Scripture, we shall find this definition of a Rule in full 
agreement.  They are all of them true and there is no falsehood, error or mistake in them.  All 
that is left upon record in the book of God is of unquestionable truthfulness.  This is one of the 
excellences which David ascribes to the law or word of God, as in Psalm 19:9 which says, “…the 
ordinances of the Lord are reliable and altogether righteous.”  Hebr. Truth:  Truth in the 
abstract and altogether so.  There is not one flaw to be found in them.  Here two things may 
come under consideration.  1. How do the Scriptures appear to be true?  2. In what does the 
truth of the Scriptures as a rule consist? 
 
Question 1:  How do the Scriptures appear to be true? 
Answer:  There needs nothing more as evidence to this but the consideration that they are the 
word of God.  If they be acknowledged as such, no one but an atheist will call the truth of them 
into question.  That they are the word of God has already been proved in a set discourse.  We 
will now prove that, because they are so, they must necessarily be true.  Some might think this 
superfluous; however, let these few thing be considered for the confirmation of it. 
 1. God, who is the author of the Scripture, is truth itself and therefore his word must 
necessarily be true.  Truth is one of the divine attributes or perfections which belong to God 
prominently and inseparably.  He is so true that he cannot lie.  See Hebrews 6:18 which says, 
“…it is impossible for God to lie…”  Had it originally come from men, its truth might be suspect 
but it is above suspicion in that it is from God.  See Romans 3:4 which says, “God must be true, 
even if everyone is a liar…”  When truth itself may be suspected of falsehood, then and not until 
then may the truth of the Scripture be doubted. 
 2. God gave the Scripture to the children of men on purpose to be a Rule to them and to 
point out to them the right way.  It therefore must either be true or not a Rule.  This must 
either be by reason of ignorance or mistake in God, which cannot be, for God is light and in him 
is no darkness.  Besides, Man’s Rule depends upon God’s divine will and how can he know 
thoroughly know his own will?  The only exceptions would be firstly if we conceive of him as 
changing his mind, which cannot be because he is unchangeable, and because he is God, he 
does not change.  See Malachi 3:6. [Because I, [the Lord], have not changed, you descendants 
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of Jacob have not been destroyed.]  Or secondly it would have to be because he purposely 
deceives men.  For him to conceive such a thing would be a derogatory charge against his glory.  
As we look at the next section we will see that this is impossible in respect to the Scriptures. 
 3.  The principal end of God’s giving the Scriptures was for the sake of his church and his 
chosen ones.  Therefore, the Scriptures must necessarily be true.  This inference will be evident 
if we consider: 
  1.  That there is a number of mankind on whom God has set his love from 
eternity and has appointed them to reach glory.  This is a truth which is fully testified to in 
Scripture.  If we call the truth of that into question, we have nothing to give us the certainty of 
the salvation of any of mankind.  And where would this lead us to but to destroy all religion 
right out of the world?  No, this is an article believed by all that own the orthodox faith. 
  2.  These chosen ones had lost the way to the kingdom.  The fall of Adam had 
caused the loss of all mankind and the elect were in the darkness just as the others.  That was 
true of all mankind as we in Romans 3:17 which says, “…and the path of peace they have not 
known.” 
  3.  God gave them the Scriptures on purpose to guide or direct them to the way 
of life and happiness.  It was God that made known to them how they might come to salvation.  
For this reason David gives the word of God that high praise which we see in Psalm 119:104 
which says, “I gain understanding from Your precepts; therefore I hate every false way.”  And 
Solomon says in Proverbs 6:23, “For a command is a lamp, teaching is a light...”  Hence, that of 
our savior in John 5:39 which says, “You pore over the Scriptures because you think you have 
eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me.” 
  4.  The great peace which enjoyed by walking in conformity to the Scriptures 
proves the truth of it.  The happiness of these men stands to confirm the truth of the word of 
God.  It is the Psalmist’s observation in Psalm 119:165 which says “Abundant peace belongs to 
those who love Your instruction; nothing makes them stumble.”  There can be nothing but 
trouble and harassment coming from following a falsehood.  It is the apostle’s assertion in 
Galatians 6:16 “May peace come to all those who follow this standard.”  It brings peace in their 
consciences.  Yes, finally it brings them to everlasting peace. 
 
Question 2:  In what does the truth of the Scriptures as a rule consist? 
Answer:  Truth and falsehood are contrary to each other.  That which cannot be accused of any 
falsehood may be said to be true.  But there is something more to be considered in the truth of 
a Rule in order to name it as a Rule.  The general nature of truth consists in conformity but the 
truth of a Rule requires conformity in more respects than one.  In particular: 
 1.  Every standard of judgment or article in a rule must have a self-conformity.  It must 
agree with itself and thus it holds in common with all truth whatsoever.  That which disagrees 
with itself is therefore false because it disagrees for there is a perfect harmony in truth.  Every 
precept of any doctrine must have an equal truth in it, i.e. it must speak of the thing as it is, it 
must connect things which should be connected and disconnect things which should be 
disconnected.  This truth belongs to the Scripture and runs through every sentence of it.  There 
is not a word there but what is so as spoken.  There are various matters contained in the 
Scripture and there is truth belonging to each of them and in them.  There are matters of 
history and the truth of them is in relating matters of fact as they were.  There is no story in the 
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Scripture except that it is correctly related, however incredible some things may seem to a 
carnal mind.  There is nothing romantic in there.  Histories are indeed delivered in an abridged 
manner, being brought in only to serve a higher design, but there is nothing spoken except 
what happened.  And there are prophesies there of many future things, the predictions of later 
events and the truth of these is in harmony between the prediction and the fulfillment.  Many 
of these have already been fulfilled and fulfilled exactly.  No one circumstance was missing 
which would verify those prophets and the rest shall be fulfilled in their proper time.  These are 
therefore true because of the certainty of them in the future, which it is not possible to 
frustrate.  There are precepts there, both positive and negative, whose truth consists in their 
agreement with the will of God concerning man’s duty.  Now all these do speak God’s mind to 
us.  Hence we see in Micah 6:8 which says, “Mankind, He has told you what is good and what it 
is the Lord requires of you: to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your 
God.”  And for this reason they are called good statutes and judgments, which could not be 
unless they were true.  There are promises and threats, the truth of which consists in the 
connection there is between the things promised or threatened and the conditions to which 
they are connected.  When these are made according to the settled purpose and unchangeable 
resolution of the one who made them, they are true and that they all are.  That concept can be 
applied to the Scripture with reference to the promises as we see in Numbers 23:19 which says, 
“God is not a man who lies, or a son of man who changes His mind.  Does He speak and not act, 
or promise and not fulfill?”  And in respect to the threats, see I Samuel 15:29 which says, 
“Furthermore, the Eternal One of Israel does not lie or change His mind, for He is not man who 
changes his mind.”  And each part of Scripture may be divided under these heading, so that 
each part of it is true. 
 2.  The truth of a Rule requires an agreement between the various sections which it 
contains.  A Rule is only one Rule even though it may consist of many sections but there must 
be no contradiction between them.  Truth is in agreement.  Where there is contradiction, there 
is falsehood.  That which is asserted in one place must not be denied in another, because there 
would be an inconsistency.  If one is true, then the other cannot be so.  This truth also belongs 
to the Scripture.  There is great harmony in it, as has already been proved.  The adversaries of 
the word of God have endeavored to set it at variance with itself but this is in vain.  Those 
seeming contradictions in have been no more than mere appearances, arising from the 
darkness of men’s understanding and the perverseness of their hearts.  God has raised up many 
faithful instruments in his church, who have wiped off all those aspersions and shown how 
easily those mistaken differences may be reconciled. 
 3.  To the truth of a Rule as such, there is further required that all the various parts of it 
concur in the same design or end.  That a Rule may be true, it must be homogeneous.  Truth is 
orderly.  Error lies latent in confusion.  A thing may be true in itself and yet not a truth in such a 
science because it does not belong to it.  Now a Rule is directs a straight path to an end or 
purpose and therefore everything which it prescribes is a part of the truth of the Rule as it 
points directly or is helpful to that end.  The end of the Rule of religion is to point man to 
happiness, to glorify God and obtain salvation.  Whatever is really subservient to this end may 
truly be said to belong to it and to be a truth in it.  Thus also are the Scriptures true.  There is 
nothing spoken in the whole book of God but it contains some theological truth in it and there 
may be a spiritual improvement made because of it.  It is true, God speaks there to us in various 
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manners but all is not only accommodated to the state and capacity of his people but also to 
further our serving of God and obtaining salvation.  The Rule of the study of God has to do with 
the understandings, wills, affections and senses of men.  They need both to be taught and to be 
brought to life.  Though the Scripture is sometimes delivered as history, yet all is for 
information or to encourage.  There is no text so barren that it does not contain some doctrine 
and some spiritual use that may be made of it.  Nothing that is outside the purpose, either to 
give us light or to put life into us; all may be reduced to some of those subjects mentioned by 
the apostle in II Timothy 3:16 which says, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness.”  Thus are the Scriptures 
every way true and this is one property of them, commending them to us as a sufficient Rule. 
 
Use:  Instead of answering cases here, give me permission to commend the reading and study 
of the Scripture to all, particularly to the young ones, from the consideration of these 
properties of it and, at present from this of truth, and I may hence offer such persuasions as 
these: 
 1.  It is a pleasant use of time.  The wise man tell us that light is sweet and what light is 
to the eye, that is truth to the understanding.  This is an object suited to the understanding.  It 
is the food or repast of the soul.  We are therefore advised to feed upon it as we see in Psalm 
37:4.  [Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you your heart’s desires.]  There is no truth so 
sweet and delectable as is divine truth and this is what the word of God is full of.  Therefore, 
Job preferred it before his necessary food as we see in Job 23:12.  [I have treasured the words 
of His mouth more than my daily food.]  David found it so and was therefore always “chewing” 
upon it.  See Psalm 119:103 which says, “How sweet Your word is to my taste—sweeter than 
honey in my mouth.” 
 2.  It is a profitable use of time.  Falsehood is pernicious but truth is beneficial.  There is 
great benefit in it. 
  1.  It is profitable for direction.  Truth is a compass, the North Star, to show man 
how to steer his course so has to reach a safe port and not miss it.  All men are travelers.  They 
have a pathless wilderness to go through.  Their going rightly is a matter of everlasting concern.  
If you would know your way and not miss it, study this unerring Rule.  Inquire at this oracle and 
you will not need to be at a loss.  Hear what the word says and you shall do well.  See Isaiah 
8:20, which says, “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, 
there will be no dawn for them.” 
  2.  It is profitable for correction.  Poor sinners have lost their way and gotten into 
a maze of foolish and destructive errors.  If ever you are looking for clues to help you out, you 
must make use of the word of God.  It must be truth that must bring you onto the path again 
and you must search the Scriptures to find it.  See John 5:39.  [You pore over the Scriptures 
because you think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me.]  David admonishes 
us to do this.  See Psalm 19:11.  [In addition, Your servant is warned by them; there is great 
reward in keeping them.]  And it directs young men to study it.  See Psalm 119:9 which says, 
“How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping Your word.” 
  3.  It is profitable as safety and security.  There are a great many courses which 
men take, but they are at a loss about them and stressed because they have no certainty in 
them.  They may be deceived but one of the properties of truth is that it cannot deceive.  Men 
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indeed deceive themselves through the falseness of their own hearts by perverting the truth.  
That is their own fault and not the Scriptures’.  If you keep always close to the word of God, you 
shall always be safe and that you may do so, make it continually your advisor. 
  4.  It is profitable as a comfort.  There are many promises which Satan makes to 
men but they have no comfort in any of them because they have no truth in them.  There are 
many hopes with which men support themselves but they give little satisfaction because they 
have no security.  But the promises of the word of God are therefore solid and substantial 
comforts, not only because they contain more excellent things in them but also because they 
are built upon truth, which is a foundation that cannot be shaken.  David remarks on this in 
Psalm 132:11 which says, “The Lord swore an oath to David, 
a promise He will not abandon…”  God has set his truth as a seal to all his promises and that is 
an immoveable security.  Labor then to believe that the word of God is truth and let that allure 
you to take pleasure in storing it up in your minds and hearts.  While others feed their fancies 
with lies, romances and foolish vanities, get your heads and souls full of the word of God.  Read, 
hear and meditate much on it.  So shall you have a Rule to go by which will both counsel and 
comfort you in the pilgrimage on earth and deliver you from all the false and crooked paths of 
destruction in which multitudes are lost forever because they despised and neglected this Rule.  
Yes, this light and truth shall lead you to God’s holy hill and keep you safe until you reach his 
everlasting kingdom. 
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