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Lesson 9 
 
Question 2: (continued) 
What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
 
Answer: 
The word of God (in which is contained the Old & New Testament) is the ONLY rule to direct us 
in how we may glorify and enjoy him. 
 
Continuation of Article 3  [Now, there are three essential properties of a Rule, without all of 
which, it does not deserved to be called a Rule, namely: 1. It must be true.  2. It must be 
complete.  3. It must be plain.  The necessity of each of these and how truly they belong to the 
written word of God will be worth our while to examine.] 
 
  2.  It must be complete.  Every Rule out to be perfect in its kind.  Its perfection 
mainly consists in that it is adequate to the art or science which it teaches.  It is not a universal 
perfection that we are here considering but a particular perfection.  A thing is then perfect in its 
kind when it answers completely to the end which it serves.  There are several arts in the world 
and every one of them has a distinct design.  The Rule belonging to it is that whereby the 
practice or action may be correctly performed.  It is then perfect when there is nothing lacking 
in it which is needed for the teaching of such an art even though it has nothing relating to the 
teaching of another science.  That every Rule ought thus to be complete or perfect will be 
evident if we consider: 
   1.  That the Rule is our proper rulebook by which we are to be guided in 
our actions.  Hence there can be no perfect actions without a perfect Rule.  The Rule is that 
which points out the way to the end and if any one step of it fails to give us direction, it leaves 
us at a loss.  It either brings us to a stand still or exposes us to mistakes, for where our Rule 
leaves us, there we are in a labyrinth without a clue to lead us out.  That is one of the great 
reasons of the vanity of human sciences, because of the conjectural and imperfect Rules that 
man have to follow in the practice of such Rules. 
   2.  That the Rule is that by which only the actions can be tried.  If a man 
would know whether his work is right, he must apply the Rule to it.  His works are approved 
only as they are measured to be equal with the Rule.  Consequently there would be some 
actions of which no judgment could be made.  It cannot be known whether it is worthy of 
praise or blame or whether it will lead to the end or diverge from the end. 
   3.  That all imperfection is to come short of the Rule.  This is the proper 
notion of a thing that is imperfect, for that which in all points meets the Rule and in no way falls 
short of it, is a perfect work.  If therefore the Rule should be imperfect, it would be not in 
conformity to itself and what greater contradiction is there than this? 
   We shall also prove that this properly also belongs to the Scriptures, 
which will further clear up its sufficiently to direct us to our end.  This is one of the 
commendations which David gives to it in Psalm 19:7.  [The instruction of the Lord is perfect, 
renewing one’s life; the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise.]  
And that it is so will be very apparent to us if we only consider these things. 
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    1.  The Scriptures were given on purpose by God to be a Rule to 
man, to direct him to his chief end.  They must therefore be suited in every way to that 
purpose.  It is good, arguing from the perfection of the author to the perfection of his work.  
God is the author of the Scriptures, this has already been proven.  He gave them to man for a 
Rule, that also has been made evident.  That they are perfect is a genuine consequence, he 
argues.  See Deuteronomy 32:4 which says, “The Rock—His work is perfect…”  If God works, 
then he must work like himself.  If he intended to show man his way in his word, he has done it, 
for what should hinder him?  Not ignorance, for how could it be that he would not know his 
own mind?  Not by design, for it was his very design to give man a Rule in it.  See Micah 6:8 
which says, “Mankind, He has told you what is good…”   
    2.  Either the Scripture is a perfect Rule or else God has left fallen 
man without one.  That he has not done so is evident.  For if he has left man without one, it is 
either because he could not or would not give him such a Rule.  Not because he could not, for if 
God was able and knew how to restore the fallen creature to happiness, if he could bring him 
back to the recovery of his end, he must then be able to lay it out and reveal to him a way by 
which it might be done.  IF God can save apostate man, he can tell how he may be saved.  If 
God have an idea of it in his mind, he can give man a model of it.  But there was no possibility in 
this.  Not because he could not, for the event proves the contrary.  There is a portion in this 
fallen race that has been restored to blessedness and happiness by attaining their end.  It is 
inconceivable that they should do so without a Rule and inconceivable that they should do so 
without a perfect Rule.  And so it is unquestionable that man has such a Rule given to him.  The 
only dispute is where we may find it and I say that either the Scripture is such a one or else 
there is none revealed.  Produce another one if you can!  Let all those that pretend to be such a 
Rule be examined and tried to see whether or not they have the required perfection. 
     1. The law of nature which was at first written upon the 
heart of man cannot be it.  For though it was adapted to the state of man in innocence and had 
the perfection which answers the requirement, yet to fallen man it cannot be a perfect Rule 
because it cannot give him life.  See Galatians 3:21.  [Is the law therefore contrary to God’s 
promises? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that was able to give life, then 
righteousness would certainly be by the law.]  It pointed him to the correct exercise of his grace 
while he had it but did not tell him how he could recover it when he had lost it.  No, that fair 
copy written on his heart is lost by the fall and not recoverable except in the Scripture, for… 
     2.  Those relics or broken fragments of it that are found in 
the hearts of men since the fall are greatly incomplete.  They have indeed enough of it left to 
leave them under condemnation and without excuse but for it to guide them to happiness is 
beyond them.  There is nothing of the old Rule except imperfection and the concepts contained 
in it are miserably tangled and crazed.  It has nothing else in it but some confused portions of it 
and must therefore be much more imperfect.  See Romans 1:21 which says, “For though they 
knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking became 
nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened.” 
     3.  The book of nature or the works of creation and 
providence is not a perfect rule of religion.  The whole rule of natural science is contained 
therein but not so of God.  There is indeed a great deal to be learned from the natural sciences 
for the created leads to the creator.  See Romans 1:19, 20 which says, “…since what can be 
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known about God is evident among them, because God has shown it to them.  For His invisible 
attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the 
creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are 
without excuse.”  From this some men reason by using the theology of nature but this is not 
able to thoroughly inform us in our way to life because it has this defect in common with the 
former, which is that it gives us no account of man’s redemption and the way in which we come 
to have it applied to us.  This special article of special government, without the knowledge of 
which there is no hope of salvation, has neither a footprint nor footstep to be found there. 
     4.  Much less is that impulse, which natural men find upon 
their spirits directing and prompting, a perfect Rule.  This is the very thing which the Enthusiasts 
pled so highly on behalf of and boasted of their great perfection in compliance with it.  For, 
either we must say that it is no Rule at all and if none, much less a perfect Rule.  For how can 
the perverse inclination of man’s heart, which is totally corrupted and become altogether filthy, 
become a Rule?    Or if we call it a Rule, it must be so called abusively for it is not a Rule of 
happiness.  Sin reigns and Satan reigns in natural men.  These have their laws, which they give 
by way of suggestion and press upon men by a secret and sometimes by a violent impulse.  
They back them with carnal reasoning and they have the power of a Rule upon men, command 
them in unfamiliar ways but will never lead them to happiness.  It is certain that the 
Enthusiasts’ impulses are carnal or find their source in the Devil and consequently are no divine 
Rule at all, much less one that is perfect and complete. 
     5.  Nor yet is this Rule given to each man by direct 
revelation.  Fallen man’s rule is indeed of revelation, as has formerly been asserted, but God 
spoke it to those he chose and by them imparted it to others.  See II Timothy 3:16.  [All 
Scripture is inspired by God[a] and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for 
training in righteousness.]  See also II Peter 1:21 which says, “…because no prophecy ever came 
by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”  But 
since the canon of Scripture is perfected, such revelation has ceased.  Thus we read in Galatians 
1:8, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel other than what we 
have preached to you, a curse be on him!”  And if none of these are the Rule, either there must 
be some others of which I do not know or none, which also cannot be, or lastly, the Scriptures 
must be the Rule, to whose perfection I will further argue. 
    3.  That Rule which is able to make us perfect, must necessarily be 
a perfect Rule.  We have it asserted that the Scripture is such a Rule.  See II Timothy 3:16, 17.  
[All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work.]  Reason tells us, that the virtue of the cause must not be less than the virtue of the 
effect.  How shall we use this to interpret the validity of the cause in so far as a Rule serves it?  
If the Rule be followed exactly, the man will be perfect and the foundation of that will lie in the 
cause.  This is because it will completely direct a man rightly in the way to his great end and the 
Rule will so inform him in full.  When this is proved, the perfection of the Scriptures will stand 
against all those who speak against it. 
    To make this good, let us consider that the Rule of religion is to 
direct fallen men in the way to eternal life.  Thus there are four things required to render it 
complete, all of which are to be found in the Scriptures in full and are therefore asserted in 
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what has been discussed previously.  See II Timothy 3:16.  [All Scripture is inspired by God[b] 
and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness.]  On 
account of this, he tells us that the man of God is fully equipped.  See verse 17.  […so that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.]   
     1.  It contains in it the doctrine of faith.  And is therefore 
said to be profitable for doctrine.  Faith is one essential part of fallen man’s religion.  For his 
direction regarding it, it is necessary that he be informed both about his object and act.  He 
must know who is to be believed in and after what manner.  Faith is grounded upon knowledge.  
It is necessary that we know him whom we trust in, what an object he is, what it is that makes 
him an object suitable for our faith’s reliance, how he comes to be one that may be trusted in 
by a sinful creature, what need there is that we come to him in faith, in what way we may have 
confidence in believing in him, and how we may come by such a faith as will save us.  For these 
questions, the Scriptures answer in full.  It sufficiently acquaints us with all those great truths 
which concern the discovery of God to us in what he reveals to us about himself.  It reveals his 
glorious perfections, his essence and substance, his wonderful works of creation and 
providence, the integrity of man in his first state, man’s woeful apostasy and the sinful and 
miserable condition to which he and all his posterity were reduced by it.  It reveals the curse 
and condemnation lying upon men by reason of his condition, his inability to satisfy justice and 
so deliver himself from it, the riches of grace revealed in the work of redemption, the way that 
justice came to be satisfied by the Messiah on our behalf, the manner and way of the 
application of redemption to us and the glorious privileges and benefits arising from this.  All 
these doctrines are fully laid down in Scripture and there is no need of further knowledge 
regarding them than what is contained in the book.  Hence, we read in I John 5:13, “I have 
written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know 
that you have eternal life.” 
     2.  It contains all the Rules of obedience.  This is the 
second part of our religion and it is that in which our faith is to exercise itself for “what matters 
is faith working through love” as we read in Galatians 5:6.  Now obedience is properly 
understood to be conforming ourselves in our thoughts, words and deeds to the revealed will 
of God or his command and that which fully answers this will of God in all points is perfect 
obedience.  In order to do the will of God, it is necessary that we know it and what God reveals 
to us is the boundary or limit of our obedience.  See Deuteronomy 29:29 which says, “The 
hidden things belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our children 
forever, so that we may follow all the words of this law.”  Now God has revealed his whole will 
in regards to obedience in his word.  See Romans 10:6, 7, 8.  [But the righteousness that comes 
from faith speaks like this: Do not say in your heart, “Who will go up to heaven?” that is, to 
bring Christ down or, “Who will go down into the abyss?” that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead.  On the contrary, what does it say? The message is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart.]  No new revelation is needed.  Let men heed what the word says and that will be a lamp 
to their feet and a light to their path.  Thus it is said to be profitable for instruction in 
righteousness.  There are a great many duties incumbent on man with respect to God and other 
men.  There are connections that they have with God, with themselves, with those who have a 
particular relationship with them, indeed to all men.  There is a right manner of performing 
these duties and in every instance the word of God instructs in how to do this.  Nor does God 
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expect any more of us than what he has required here as we see in Micah 6:8.  [Mankind, He 
has told you what is good and what it is the Lord requires of you: to act justly, to love 
faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God.] 
     3.  It contains in it sufficient arguments against all the 
errors that are opposite to the doctrine of faith.  It is a Rule by which all doctrines may be 
judged and revealed, so we can know if they are false.  And so it is said to be profitable for 
rebuke.  The word is used to signify the rejection of false opinions when so proved by evidence 
and so it is translated as ‘evidence’ in Hebrews 11:1.  [Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  King James Version]  Satan and his emissaries 
endeavor to pervert men from the truth and draw them to follow the doctrines of devils.  The 
Rule is not perfect unless it can be used to judge and reveal these for what they are.  But if all 
the heresies in the world are laid next to Scripture, they will fall before it.  A straight Rule will 
show that which is crooked to be crooked.  There are many plausible pretenses used to excuse 
errors but the Scripture plainly shows the vanity of them all.  This doubtless the carpenter’s 
square which the church at Ephesus made use of in Revelation 2:2 which says, “You have tested 
those who call themselves apostles and are not, and you have found them to be liars.”  We are 
commanded not to believe every spirit but to test them in I John 4:1 [Dear friends, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.] and they are to be proved true or false by the word of 
God.  See Isaiah 8:20.  [To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this 
word, there will be no dawn for them.] 
     4.  It also contains in it enough to rectify any swerving on 
our part from the Rule of obedience.  If we fall into any erroneous practices or are tempted to 
do anything which is displeasing to God, the Scripture may instruct us in how to reform these 
practices.  Thus, Scripture is said to be profitable for correction.  The word ‘correction’ signifies 
a reducing of things that are amiss to their former correctness. We are extremely apt through 
the deceitfulness of our own hearts and the cunning insinuations of Satan to turn aside to the 
right or left hand, but here we may rightly helped to reform.  See Psalm 119:9 which says, “How 
can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping Your word.”  It is that light which reproves evil 
deeds and tell us when we do something wrong.  See John 3:91 which says, “This, then, is the 
judgment: The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than the light 
because their deeds were evil.”  David was admonished by Scripture as we see in Psalm 19:11.  
[In addition, Your servant is warned by them; there is great reward in keeping them.]  And if we 
are willing to receive information from it, we need never be at a loss to know whether our ways 
are right or wrong for it reveals all the works of darkness.  And what can there be more 
required of in a Rule to make it perfect?  It must necessarily be a complete Rule that has all this 
in in so completely.  The word of God therefore is such a Rule.  Only let these two things be 
observed here: 
      1.  That the great and fundamental principles of 
faith and obedience are set down plainly and in detail in the Scriptures.  There are some 
principles belonging to the Rule which cannot be deduced from others since they have various 
others which depend upon and result from them.  These are prime truths [as in prime numbers, 
of the first order] and being such, unless they are declared in actual terms, they could never 
have been revealed to us or inferred from others.  Such prime truths are in particular the 
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mysteries of redemption and the doctrines of faith in the Messiah.  Of these, the Scriptures give 
us a distinct and full account. 
      2.  That there are other truths concerning religion 
which, though they are not written in so many words, are still contained within it and are from 
it to be discovered as conclusions after just and necessary reasoning.  It is true, many lesser 
rules are also expressed in Scripture.  But God has left some things to be sought out and found 
by searching so that our understanding may be exercised and our rational faculties employed in 
spiritual things.  Man is a reasoning creature.  He is able to draw inferences from inferences and 
our savior the Messiah has taught us how to reason things out.  So we see in Matthew 22:31, 
“Now concerning the resurrection of the dead, haven’t you read what was spoken to you by 
God…”  And in this way he assures us that reasoning based on Scripture is Scripture.  Thus there 
is nothing more that is needed in any case to point to the glory of God or to enjoy him than 
what we have already in Scripture.  For this reason we are so solemnly forbidden to add 
anything to the word of God because nothing can be added to that which is already perfect.  
Therefore, any addition which is made to the Rule is an unspoken but real imputation that it is 
imperfect, which is a great reproach to God. 
 
USE:  Let the consideration of the Scriptures’ perfection be a further persuasion to us all and 
particularly to the young ones to be familiar with them.  It yields powerful incentives to that 
familiarity.  Consider then: 
 1.  Here you will have abundant satisfaction in your way.  The work of a Christian is a 
great work and the consequence is of everlasting consequences.  And what can be more 
satisfying to a man than to have a Rule in front of him, by which he may regulate himself in all 
point and does not need to be left at a loss in any situation.  There can be no duty in which you 
are perplexed and desire to find a resolution that cannot be resolved by bringing it to Scripture.  
You will be fully informed in what to do.  The more you study the Scripture, the more you will 
be able to satisfy yourselves in everything.   
 2.  This will be the way for you to attain to high degrees of spiritual wisdom.  Wisdom 
consists in the correct understanding of a Rule and the best wisdom is in knowing the Rule of 
religion because the practice of it is the best and most happy career.  The more perfect the Rule 
is that we study, the more likely we are to attain this wisdom and this Rule is the Scripture.  The 
more you read and meditate on it and pray over it to God for an understanding heart and that 
he would give you entrance into his word, the more wise you are likely to become.  If you were 
to ask David how he came to such great wisdom so that he surpassed even his teachers and the 
elders among which he lived, he would tell you he got his wisdom in just this way.  See Psalm 
119:99 which says, “I have more insight than all my teachers because Your decrees are my 
meditation.”  But neglect this perfect Rule and it is certain that you will never be better than a 
fool.  Study Scripture and that will be the way to always be in readiness for the practice of duty 
and shunning the cunning temptations of sin that you are in danger of continually. 
 3.  There is enough in the Scripture to make you happy now and forever.  This perfect 
Rule is your life and this is the argument the wise man used with his son in Proverbs 4:13, which 
says, “Hold on to instruction; don’t let go.  Guard it, for it is your life.”  The word of God is the 
Rule of life and all that concerns life and godliness is to be found in it.  Every Rule in it is a Rule 
of life and it points to grace and glory.  So also said Moses in Deuteronomy 32:46, 47 which 
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says, “…he said to them, “Take to heart all these words I am giving as a warning to you today, so 
that you may command your children to carefully follow all the words of this law.  For they are 
not meaningless words to you but they are your life...””  And it is not a dying life but life eternal 
which is to be had here as we see in John 17:3 which says, “This is eternal life: that they may 
know You, the only true God, and the One You have sent—Jesus Christ.”  And this is the thing to 
which you are led by the Scriptures.  See John 5:39, which says, “You pore over the Scriptures 
because you think you have eternal life in them, yet they testify about Me.”  There is no 
knowledge outside of the Scriptures in regards to spiritual things.  You are short of perfection.  
In the Scriptures is enough to keep you occupied, a mine in which you will always find new 
treasures and in which you may rest with the greatest safety.  Let this then where you live daily.  
If you would be perfect, let this perfect Rule be your counsellor who will tell you how you 
should live.  Spend so much time with it, morning and evening in particular, that you may come 
to see an end of all other perfections, but see no end of perfection here.  Love it then, and let 
that love put into the following view of God which Moses spoke in Deuteronomy 11:18, 19, 20 
which says, “Imprint these words of mine on your hearts and minds, bind them as a sign on 
your hands, and let them be a symbol on your foreheads.  Teach them to your children, talking 
about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.   Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates…” 
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